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Construction  Nearly  Complete  at  Coffman  Pool 


With  construction  of  a  new  fa- 
cility nearly  completed,  Coffman 
Pool  is  scheduled  to  reopen  this 
summer.  The  pool  has  been 
closed  for  a  major  renovation 
since  2006. 

The  new  10,000  square-foot 
building  is  part  of  a  conceptual 
plan  developed  several  years  ago 
with  input  from  users  and  com- 
munity members.  It  surrounds 
the  original  100  by  40-foot  pool 
built  in  1957.  The  existing  pool 
shell  and  mechanical  room  were 
updated  during  construction. 

Features  of  the  modern  build- 
ing include  a  new  entry  lobby, 
reception  area,  public  restrooms, 
locker  rooms,  a  family  changing 
room,  staff  and  support  spaces, 
and  an  outdoor  patio. 
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With  a  striking  different  entrance  than  its  predecessor,  me  new  building  housing 
Coffman  Pool  will  be  sporting  all  of  the  amenities  of  a  modem  facility. 


their  current  system  safer  and 
reliable. 
Long  term,  plans  are  to  make  the 


Concerned  Neighbors  Learn  of  Muni  Changes  at  Meeting 

by  Aaron  D.  Kudatsky  The  MTA  also  plans  to  reduce  lenge  hiking  the  hills  every  day 

A  Transit  Effectiveness  Project  travel  times  to  its  riders.  This  will  (Though  most  do  anyway  because 
(TEP)  meeting  was  held  on  May  5  be  accomplished  by  decreasing  of  the  56s  lack  of  service).  It  is  un- 
at  Visitacion  Valley  Elementary  boarding  periods.  certain,  but  the  9  would  run  across 

School  to  discuss  proposals  of  Some  ideas  for  this  is  to  purchase  Campbell  Avenue  from  Rutland  to 
transforming  the  Muni  system,  more  low-floor  buses,  (similar  to  San  Bruno,  according  to  the  TEFs 
"A  change  that  has  not  been  done  the  Low-Floor  Hybrid  buses  be-  Proposed  Transit  Map  (It  is  doubt- 
in  the  last  generation ."  ing  used  today)  build  "Bus  Bulbs"  ful  that  the  articulated  busses 
Maps  and  graphs  lined  the  hall  that  extend  from  the  sidewalk  so  would  handle  the  sharp  turns  and 
and  several  Muni  and  Transit  Ef-  busses  would  not  have  to  pull  in  steep  nils), 
fectiveness  Project  staff  persons  and  out  of  traffic  and  install  ticket  Cynthia  Cox,  a  resident  of  the  val- 
were  there  to  make  a  presenta-  vending  machine  to  busy  stops,  ley  who  was  able  to  attend  the 
Hon  and  then  answer  questions  The  MTA  also  makes  passenger  meeting,  challenged  the  Muni  per- 
about  the  proposals  to  transform  and  pedestrian  safety  a  priority,  sonnel  to  climb  the  hills  and  do  the 
Muni  service.  Some  other  ideas  are  to:  walks  that  would  result  from  the 

Before  changing  any  routes  in   *  Allocate  service  where  ridership  elimination  of  the  56. 
the  city,  Muni's  goal  is  to  make  is  greatest.  Visitacion  Valley  residents  - 

^Reduce  or  eliminate  service  on  specifically  the  seniors  —  were  not 
least  productive  routes.  too  content  about  the  proposed 

*Establish  routes  that  are  easy  to  changes.  Though  the  changes  will 
City's  transportation  scheme  understand.  make  it  more  difficult  to  transport 

more  convenient,  attractive,  pre-  ^Increase  Limited  Stop  service  on  around  the  valley,  buses  will  run 
dictable  and  reliable.  certain  routes.  more  frequently  and  make  more 

After  recent  Muni  studies,  sur-    Transit-only  lanes  and  street  de-  "direct  trips." 
veys  show  that  buses  on  busy  cor-  signs  that  allow  bypassing  back-    On  the  other  hand,  city  residents 
ridors  like  Stockton  and  Mission  Ups  at  intersections.  like  IdoAkov,  from  Pacific  Heights, 

travel  at  about  6  mph.  *"Smart"  traffic  signals  that  give  who  didn't  get  a  chance  to  attend 

The  speed  of  the  buses  affects  the  priority  to  buses  and  trains.  one  of  the  TEP  meetings  is  excited 
budget  of  the  Municipal  Transpor-  Muni  also  hopes  to  employ  150  about  the  changes,  stating  that 
tation  Agency  (MTA).  In  order  to  new  operators  next  year  (replac-  "the  conversion  of  the  Muni  sys- 
keep  lines  on  time  and  persistent,  ing  retirees)  and  employ  adequate  tern  would  decrease  his  daily  corn- 
more  buses  and  operators  (driv-  street  supervisors  to  increase  re-  mute  and  make  its  more  easier  and 
ers)  are  needed  on  busy  routes  like  liable  service,  in  addition  to  route  enjoyable." 
the  14-Mission.  changes  and  other  proposals.         The  riders  of  the  9x-Bay shore  Ex- 

In  the  last  decade,  Muni  has  be-  Muni  plans  to  make  a  few  major  press  would  also  face  some  route 
come  very  slow  and  unreliable,  changes  to  the  transportation  of  changes.  The  9x  would  be  routed  to 
This  has  been  caused  by  street  con-  Visitacion  Valley  specifically  that  run  on  Arleta  both  directions  in- 
gestions, causing  delays.  of  the  56-Rutlahd  line.  stead  of  running  on  Visitacion  Av- 
Muni  plans  to  resolve  these  is-  The  proposal  to  eliminate  this  enue  when  headed  outbound  direc- 
sues  by  updating  update  its  community  service  route  received  tion  (City  College).  According  to 
routes,  making  a  more  realistic  a  lot  of  opposition.  Though  the  9-  Muni,  more  frequent  service  would 
schedule,  but  most  importantly,  San  Bruno  would  "service"  the  be  provided  between  Chinatown 
enforcing  rules  to  clear  lanes  for  lower  part  of  the  hill,  'upper  Val-  and  Visitacion  Valley  on  the  9x  by 
Muni.                                      ley'  residents  would  face  a  chal-  these  changes.  See  Page  11 


Community  Based  Organizations  Join 
Together  Putting  Residents  to  Work 

b\j  Jennifer  Dhillon  The  CL. A.E.R.  Project  helps  resi- 

Many  of  Visitacion  Valley's  Com-  dents  impacted  by  violence  to  meet 
munity  Based  Organizations  the  needs  of  their  families  and  ad- 
(CBOs)  are  joining  forces  to  make  dresses  issues  economic,  political 
sure  that  Visitacion  Valley  is  pre-  and  social  disparity, 
pared  to  train  and  place  our  resi-  WBOOM  works  with  the  busi- 
dents  in  upcoming  job  sites  in  the  ness  community  to  help  invigorate 
neighborhood.  Several  major  the  business  climate  to  attract 
projects  are  underway  or  in  the  more  retail  and  other  opportuni- 
pipeline.  These  projects  will  provide  ties  to  the  area.  Chinese  for  Affir- 
construction  jobs,  environmental  mative  Action  (CAA)  supports 
clean  up,  jobs  in  the  trades  such  as  Valley  residents  by  advocating  for 
plumbing  and  electrical  work,  and  local  hiring  and  access  to  services 
work  in  retail  and  offices  when  the  for  the  Asian  speaking  community, 
projects  are  completed.  These  Valley  CBOs  and  their 

Visitacion  Valley's  CBCs  work  to-  many  partners  and  collaborations 
gether  on  on  a  regular  basis,  shar-  are  helping  to  build  an  unprec- 
ing  information  and  supplyingdif-  edented  network  of  supportive  ser- 
ferent  roles  toward  helping  people  vices  for  residents.  Working  to- 
find  jobs,  get  family  support  assis-  gether,  we  are  preparing  to  put  our 
tance  and  working  to  improve  own  to  work  at  Schlage  Lock, 
Visitacion  Valley's  economic  stand-  building  the  new  library,  updat- 
ing. Currently,  the  Visitacion  Val-  ing  the  streetscape  on  Leland  Av- 
ley  Community  Development  Cor-  enue,  and  working  to  rebuild 
poration  is  working  with  Florence  Sunnydale  (to  name  just  a  few  up- 
Crittenton  Services  and  Anders  &  coming  projects).  We  will  continue 
Anders  in  a  program  called  VV  to  keep  you  posted  and  to  provide 
JobNet  located  at  the  Village.  W  more  information  to  residents  on 
JobNet  is  the  place  to  go  for  resi-  how  to  get  involved.  For  more  in- 
dents of  the  Valley  who  are  inter-  formation,  please  plan  to  join  us  for 
ested  in  being  trained  for  work  in  Summer  Jam  on  lune  7  at  the 
construction.  The  coursework  is  Visitacion  Valley  Playground  at 
rigorous,  but  those  who  success-  Leland  Avenue  and  Cora  Street 
fully  complete  the  training  acad-  from  1  to  3  p.m.  Summer  lam  will 
emy  called  CityBuild,  are  eligible  provide  information  on  Goodwill 
to  join  the  union  at  excellent  start-  training,  summer  program  for  kids 
ing  rates.  and  college  tours  for  young  adults. 

Other  organizations  work  to-  For  more  information  on  the  VV 
ward  training  residents.  For  ex-  JobNet  Program,  please  visit 
ample,  The  Visitacion  Valley  Bea-  vvcdc.org/jobnet.html  or  call 
con  holds  regular  job  training  Mindy  Flor  at  415-385-5721  or 
classes  through  Goodwill  Indus-  Terry  Anders  at  415-309-6330. 
tries.  The  training  helps  those  who  Visit  JobNet  at  the  Village  at  1099 
have  little  job  experience  to  gain  Sunnydale  Ave. 
training  and  references  to  work  at  Jennifer  Dhillon  is  the  Executive 
Goodwill  and  elsewhere.  Director  of  WCDC. 

Mayor  Honors  San  Francisco  Teachers 

As  part  of  the  second  annual  City's  young  people. 

Thank  a  Teacher  Today  Campaign,  "I  have  met  many  of  the  dedicated 

Mayor  Gavin  Newsom  on  May  21  teachers  who  are  providing  qual- 

announced  the  10  winners  of  his  ity  education  to  our  students  dur- 

2007-08  Mayor's  Teacher  of  the  ing  my  weekly  school  visits,"  said 

Month  Award.  Mayor  Newsom.  "The  Teacher  of 

Included  in  the  awards  was  the  Month  Award  allows  me  to 

Elizabeth  Abrahams,  an  instructor  commend  their  tireless  efforts  in 

at  Visitation  Valley  Middle  School,  shaping  and  influencing  San 

In  2006,  Mayor  Newsom  estab-  Francisco's  children." 

lished  the  first  of  its  kind  San  Fran-  Teachers  receiving  the  award  are 

cisco  Mayor  s  Teacher  of  the  Month  nominated  by  parents,  youth,  edu- 

Award  to  recognize  outstanding  cators,  administrators,  and  other 

San  Francisco  public  school  teach-  community  members  for  excel- 

ers  for  their  dedication,  profession-  lence  in  their  classroom,  their 

alism,  and  work  on  behalf  of  our  school,  and  their  City. 


Time  to  "Check"  Your  Spell  Check 


One  of  two  glaring  errors  on  Visitacion  Avenue  enshrined  in  cement. 


by  Russel  Monne 

Computer  spell  check  is  a  won- 
derful invention.  Even  the  worst 
spellers  can  type  merrily  along 
confident  that  those  little  squig- 
gly red  lines  will  flag  your  errors. 

With  a  simple  click  you  are 
then  provided  with  the  word 
that  you  wanted  in  the  first 
place,  often  corrected  for 
grammar  and  punctuation. 

Spell  check  can  learn  as  well.  A 
uniquely  spelled  word  can  be 
added  to  its  'vocabulary'.  The 
trick  is,  some  words  sound  the 
same  but  have  different  spellings. 


We  know  this  all  to  well  in 
Visitacion  Valley.  How  many 
times  have  you  caught  the  novice 
spelling  Visitacion  Valley  with  a 
"T"  instead  of  the  Spaniard  "C"? 

Mistakes  will  happen  and  gen- 
erally they  can  be  easily  corrected. 
Unfortunately  this  cannot  be  said 
for  the  monumental  spell  check 
error  forever  stamped  in  concrete 
at  the  intersection  of  Visitacion 
Avenue  and  Desmond  Street. 
DPW  got  in  wrong.  Two  of  the  four 
brand  new  wheel  chair  accessible 
curb  replacements  incorrectly  use 
the  "T"  instead  of  the  "C". 
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[Grapevine  Mailbox) 
Violent  Crime  Meeting 

Following  is  a  letter  sent  May  6  to 
Tlieresa  Sparks,  president  of  the  San 
Francisco  Police  Commission  from 
Police  Chief  Heather  Fong: 
Dear  President  Sparks: 

I  am  writing  in  regards  to  the  Po- 
lice Commission  Subcommittee 
meeting  on  Violent  Crime  which 
took  place  in  the  Visitacion  Valley 
on  November  1, 2007.  At  that  meet- 
ing, a  number  of  ideas  and  sugges- 
tions were  presented  by  partici- 
pants. Many  of  these  will  be  con- 
sidered as  part  of  the  ongoing  ini- 
tiative to  enhance  public  safety  in 
Visitacion  Valley.  Participants 
stressed  the  need  for  the  commu- 
nity to  be  able  to  trust  officers,  and 
for  officers  to  be  sensitive  to  those 
residents  who  have  experienced 
numerous  incidents  of  violent 
crime.  Speakers  also  acknowledged 
that  community  problems  are  not 
a  police  issue  alone. 

I  will  examine  each  of  these  ob- 
servations, concerns,  and  recom- 
mendations and  discuss  what 
can  be  done  to  act  on  those  which 
are  feasible  and  within  the 
Department's  jurisdiction. 

Appreciation  was  expressed 
for  the  good  work  done  by  offic- 
ers on  bicycles.  Bicycle  patrol, 
like  foot  patrol,  is  an  important 
part  of  community  policing,  and 
consistent  bicycle  patrols  are  to 
be  encouraged  whenever  per- 
sonnel resources  allow.  In  fact, 
many  of  our  foot  beat  officers  are 
cross-trained  in  bicycle  patrol. 
These  crossed  trained  officers 
use  a  combination  of  foot  and 
bicycle  patrol.  Bicycle  patrol  al- 
lows for  officers  to  have  direct 
contact  with  the  community  as 
well  as  providing  the  commu- 
nity with  a  rapid  response  to 
calls  for  service. 

There  was  a  recommendation 
that  there  be  better  coordination 
with  probation  and  parole  ser- 
vices. The  Department  maintains 
a  unit  (the  FRET  Unit)  that  is  in 
frequent,  sometimes  daily  con- 
tact with  Adult  and  Juvenile  Pro- 
bation as  well  as  State  Parole.  The 
FRET  Unit  provides  relevant  in- 
formation to  the  Ingleside  Station 
officers  upon  learning  of  those  be- 
ing released  from  incarceration 
on  a  grant  of  probation  or  parole. 
Ingleside  officers  also  participate 
in  the  biweekly  Cease  Fire  meet- 
ing where  representatives  of 
multiple  law  enforcement  agen- 
cies discuss  violence  reduction 
strategies. 

Attendees  expressed  that  they 
would  like  to  see  more  officers  on 
buses.  The  Department  has  an  ex- 
isting program  that  requires  of- 
ficers to  ride  buses  twice  per  shift. 
Given  that  there  are  several  Muni 
bus  lines  running  through 
Visitacion  Valley,  an  enhanced  of- 
ficer presence  on  these  bus  lines 
can  be  instituted  consistent  with 
monitoring  of  crime  patterns. 
Captain  O'Leary  has  been  di- 
rected to  implement  a  plan  to 
meet  this  goal.  The  Department 
also  has  a  Muni  Response  Team 
(MRT)  that  regularly  rides  and 
patrols  buses.  This  unit  also 
maintains  crime  statistics  on 
Muni  and  disseminates  this  in- 
formation to  district  captains  in 
an  effort  to  prevent  crime. 

Concern  about  the  Gang  Task 
Force  was  expressed  by  two 
persons.The  work  of  the  Gang 
Task  Force  is  essential  in  identify- 
ing gang  members  involved  in 
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violent  actions  both  inside  and 
outside  Visitacion  Valley.  Repre- 
sentatives from  the  Gang  Task 
Force  attending  community  meet- 
ings, (or  at  a  Visitacion  Valley  po- 
lice-community forum),  could  ex- 
plain GTF's  role  and  would  allow 
for  the  community  to  express  their 
concerns.  Captain  O'Leary  has 
been  directed  to  coordinate  imple- 
mentation of  mis  plan  in  coordi- 
nation with  Lt.  Ferrando  of  the 
Gang  Task  Force. 

Attendees  expressed  a  wish  to 
see  more  officers  on  foot  patrols. 
Much  like  bicycle  patrols,  foot  pa- 
trol officers  are  very  visible  and 
have  direct  interaction  with  com- 
munity members.  Four  officers  are 
already  dedicated  to  foot  patrol  in 
the  Sunnydale  neighborhood. 
Most  of  the  rest  of  the  Visitacion 
Valley,  including  Leland  Avenue, 
does  not  have  consistent  foot  pa- 
trols. The  possibility  of  a  regularly 
scheduled  foot  beat  in  this  area, 
even  if  for  a  portion  of  a  shift,  would 
bring  needed  police  visibility  to  the 
area.  The  department  is  evaluat- 
ing the  recent  report  issued  by 
PSSG.  Commander  Murphy  is 
working  with  the  consultant  to  re- 
define the  department's  foot  beat 
deployment  policy. 

"Better  follow-up  by  police  on  ac- 
cidents" and  "More  bilingual  po- 
lice employees."  This  was  brought 
up  in  the  context  of  non-English 
speakers.  The  Department's 
newly-  implemented  LEP  policy 
should  go  a  long  way  in  ensuring 
that  LEP  individuals  receive  accu- 
rate and  complete  information 
about  how  to  follow  up  on  acci- 
dents and  crime  incidents.  The 
Department  encourages  its  mem- 
bers to  qualify  as  bilingual  by  tak- 
ing the  DHR  administered  bilin- 
gual exams. 

"Restrict  gun  sales."  There  are  no 
licensed  gun  sellers  in  the 
Visitacion  Valley  area.  The  Depart- 
ment approaches  the  issue  of  get- 
ting guns  off  the  street  in  several 
ways.  One  is  to  conduct  gun  buy- 
backs.  A  gun  buy-back  could  po- 
tentially be  set  up  in  Visitacion 
Valley.  The  Department  is  also  set- 
ting up  an  "Operation  Gun  Stop" 
program.  Callers  would  be  able  to 
anonymously  provide  informa- 
tion about  the  location  of  illegal 
guns  and  receive  a  reward  when 
their  information  results  in  the  sei- 
zure of  illegal  firearms. 

"More  surveillance  cameras."  The 
issue  of  the  crime  prevention  capa- 
bility and  overall  impact  of  surveil- 
lance cameras  is  unclear  at  this  time. 
This  is  an  MOCJ  program  with  all 
new  camera  installations  subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  Police  Commis- 
sion. The  camera  program  is  cur- 
rently being  evaluated. 

It  was  brought  up  that  there  is  a 
need  to  educate  the  community  on 
how  to  report  crime.  The  Depart- 
ment does  this  in  various  ways  such 
as  the  Captains'  emails  and  SFPD 
web  page  which  includes  a  website 
that  allows  for  on-line  reporting  of 
certain  crimes.  In  addition,  SF  SAFE 
is  an  organization  that  assists  the 
Department  with  bringing  informa- 
tion to  the  community.  This  could 
be  done  in  a  series  of  community 
meetings  in  the  area,  with  SF  SAFE 
as  the  lead  presenter. 

"Work  needs  to  be  done  to  put 
together  community  patrols."  SF 
SAFE  can  work  with  community 
groups  to  set  up  neighborhood 
watches  and,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Police  Department,  dis- 
cuss the  potential  benefits  of 
community  patrols.  Captain 
O'Leary  has  been  directed  to  co- 
ordinate with  community  rep- 
resentatives and  SF  SAFE  to  en- 
hance existing,  or  implement 
new  programs  that  best  serve 
the  needs  of  the  community. 

"Seniors  need  to  see  more  po- 
lice." Enhanced  visibility  of  offic- 
ers, through,  (or  example,  foot  and 
bicycle  patrols,  benefits  seniors 
and  all  other  members  of  the  com- 
munity. A  special  community  fo- 
rum focused  on  seniors  can  be 
scheduled  in  conjunction  with  se- 
nior centers  in  the  district. 

There  were  some  suggestions 


made  that  are  beyond  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Police  Department. 

One  example  is  the  desire  that 
gun  sales  at  the  Cow  Palace  be 
ended.  The  Cow  Palace  is  in  Daly 
City,  not  San  Francisco.  This  is  not 
an  issue  the  Department  is  in  a 
position  to  address.  The  Depart- 
ment does  coordinate  with  other 
law  enforcement  agencies  to  take 
enforcement  efforts  when  appro- 
priate. Mayor  Newsom  and  Dis- 
trict Attorney  Harris  have 
pushed  for  the  State  Legislature 
to  implement  such  a  restriction. 

"A  'Safe  Haven'  for  children  is 
needed  in  Visitacion  Valley." 
There  is  a  program  as  part  of  a 
Weed  and  Seed  grant.  A  Depart- 
ment Bulletin  will  be  issued  and 
information  will  be  disseminated 
to  the  community. 

"Improvements  needed  in 
street  lighting."  Officers  will  be 
reminded  to  call  in  to  dispatch 
any  non-functioning  light  stan- 
dards. Captain  O'Leary  will  re- 
mind residents  through  his  sta- 
tion newsletter  that  non-working 
signs  &  street  lights  should  be 
reported  to  311  so  that  they  can 
be  repaired  or  replaced.  Also,  Cap- 
tain O'Leary  shall  coordinate 
with  31 1  to  provide  education  for 
CBOs  and  neighborhoods. 

"Better  coordination  needed 
among  city  agencies."  As  this  let- 
ter outlines,  the  Police  Depart- 
ment is  committed  to  strength- 
ening coordination  with  other 
agencies  such  as  MONS,  DPW, 
311,  HSA,  SFUSD,  SFHA,  DPH,  etc. 

"Substation  requested  for 
Visitacion  Valley  and  Kiosk  needed 
on  Leland  Avenue."  The  presence 
of  more  officers  in  the  area,  par- 
ticularly foot  and  bicycle  officers, 
would  allow  for  more  regular  po- 
lice-community contacts.  These 
types  of  alternative  deployment 
strategies  will  be  considered  as 
part  of  the  organizational  studies 
being  conducted  in  conjunction 
with  the  Controller's  Office. 

"CBOs  are  not  doing  their  job. 
Visitacion  Valley  only  getting  the 
crumbs  of  the  CBO  money."  This 
is  a  concern  more  appropriately 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
Mayor's  Office  and  other  city 
agencies  that  fund  programs.  A 
letter  will  be  sent  to  Director 
Ryan  of  MOCJ  for  follow-up.  It 
would  be  helpful  for  the  Depart- 
ment to  have  an  updated 
citywide  list  so  that  we  can  make 
referrals. 

"More  jobs  and  housing 
needed."  This  is  not  something  the 
Police  Department  has  direct  con- 
trol over,  but  will  work  with  des- 
ignated agencies  to  improve  out- 
reach. The  Department's  Recruit- 
ing Unit  will  also  actively  recruit 
applicants  for  vacant  and  new  po- 
sitions within  the  Department. 

"Vis  Valley  needs  facilities  and 
leadership  for  youth"  and  "More 
programs  and  resources  for 
youth."  Again,  this  is  not  some- 
thing the  Police  Department  has 
direct  control  over.  The  Police  De- 
partment does,  however,  offer  a 
number  of  programs  for  youths. 
These  include  the  Wilderness 
Program,  the  Fishing  Program, 
and  the  Police  Activities  League. 
These  excellent  programs  should 
be  publicized  in  the  Visitacion 
Valley  community.  Also,  the 
School  Resource  Officer  program 
is  active  in  Visitacion  Valley  and 
provides  for  positive  interac- 
tions between  young  people  and 
officers. 

I  have  directed  FOB  Deputy  Chief 
Kevin  Cashman  to  work  with 
Captain  O'Leary  to  monitor 
progress  and  ensure  that  the  steps 
outlined  in  this  letter  are  imple- 
mented, and  to  report  back  to  the 
Police  Commission  on  the  progress 
that  has  been  attained  in  making 
Visitacion  Valley  safer  for  all. 
Sincerely, 

Heather  J.  Fong,  Chief  of  Police 


Grapevine  on  the  Web 

Read  current  and  past  stories  from 
the  Visitacion  Valley  Grapevine  at 
www  visvalleygrapevine  com . 


Combined  Police 
Districts  a  Bad  Idea 

In  the  following  letter,  Marlene  Tran, 
spokesperson  for  the  Visitacion  Valhn/ 
Asians  Alliance  comments  on  a  recent 
Police  Effectiveness  Review  recom- 
mending tlie  San  Francisco  Police  De- 
partment close  five  stations  and  com- 
bine districts  which  preceded  a  May  1 9 
meeting  at  City  Hall: 
Hi  Neighbors: 

Surprisingly,  fewer  people  than 
1  had  expected  attended  the  Police 
Meeting  at  City  Hall  last  night. 

To  further  be  involved  in  com- 
munity safety,  I  am  currently  a 
member  of  the  Visitacion  Valley 
Community  Response  Network 
and  also  on  the  Community  Ad- 
visory Board  of  the  SFPD's  Fair  & 
impartial  Project. 

During  my  35+  years  of  teaching 
newly-arrived  immigrant  fami- 
lies, I  have  also  advocated  for  their 
language  and  other  needs,  and 
even  assisted  some  crime  victims 
in  police  and  court  matters. 

The  May  1 5  Chronicle  story  head- 
lined "Close  5  Police  Stations  for 
Safer  S  F,  Study  Says"  had  astound- 
ing recommendations  from  the  Po- 
lice Effectiveness  Review.  Last  night 
I  took  time  off  from  my  evening 
adult  teaching  to  attend  this  meet- 
ing because  I  had  hope  to  provide 
additional  input  from  the  immi- 
grant communities  to  this  study. 

After  you  have  read  the  100+ 
page  report,  you'd  agree  that  some 
of  the  data  gathering  processes  of 
the  Police  Safety  Strategies  Group 
(PSSG)  was  inadequate  to  make 
such  big  SFPD  recommendations: 

1.  It  is  a  known  fact  that  commu- 
nities with  newer  and  English- 
handicapped  residents  (and 
expecially  those  from  politically- 
repressed  backgrounds)  are  less 
likely  to  report  crimes.  Therefore, 
crime  reports  from  those  precincts 
are  known  to  be  underreported. 
This  week,  I  checked  with  our  three 
CCSF  everting  classes,  with  many 
beginners  of  English,  and  they  too 
cannot  accept  the  report  that 
Ingleside  Station  has  the  third  least 
number  of  crimes  —  especially 
from  the  crime  victims  themselves! 
For  years  I  had  to  correct  the  Chi- 
nese media  to  properly  translate  our 
Visitacion  Valley  name  because  of 
its  past  connotations  of  a  "crime- 
ridden"  community  in  the  "Cow 
Palace"  ndghborhood.  If  crime  rates 
in  Visitacion  Valley  are  listed  in  this 
report  as  the  third  lowest  why  do 
all  the  media  still  portray  us  as  a 
"high  crime"  neighborhood? 

2.  Many  limited-English  resi- 
dents are  not  computer-literate, 
nor  do  they  have  access  to  com- 
puters to  respond  to  this  survey 
online.  Therefore,  their  input  is 
also  underreported  for  the  statis- 
tical studies. 

3.  The  surveys  were  not  strategi- 
cally distributed  to  get  a  good  ran- 
dom sampling,  especially  amongst 
the  very  sizable  immigrant  popu- 
lation in  the  southeast  sector.  How 
many  immigrant-targetted  CBOs 
in  District  10  were  surveyed?  How 
many  responses  were  gathered 
from  the  941 34  and  941 24  zipcodes? 
Was  there  a  statistically  significant 
number  of  participants?  Why  not 
include  folks  from  the  Neighbor- 
hood Response  Team  who  are  very 
knowledgeable  of  community 
safety  matters? 

4.  Did  the  PSSG  report  have  a 
breakdown  of  the  percentage  of 
survey  locations,  ethnicity  of  the 
respondents,  and  residents'  pre- 
cinct, etc.,  which  are  also  crucial 
to  this  study? 

5.  Did  PSSG  provide  this  recom- 
mendation to  all  the  ethnic  media 
already? 

6.  Please  note  that  for  non-driv- 
ers living  in  the  Ingleside  precinct, 
it  is  not  readily  accessible.  There 
fore,  1  recommend  the  addition  of 
a  sub-police  station  for  easy  crime 
reporting  and  to  keep  in  touch 
with  our  residents  by  holding 
meetings  in  our  own  community. 

7.  The  Chinese  "sentences"  in  the 
beginning  of  the  S  F.  Police  Effec- 
tiveness Review  web  report  did  not 
provide  a  short  report  of  the  cur- 


rent recommendations  —  but  of  a 
past  meeting  on  April  16th.  How 
about  the  Spanish  and  Russian 
versions? 

8.  Supervisor  Mirkarimi  wanted 
the  current  police  reporting  forms 
to  be  available  in  different  lan- 
guages to  help  more  victims  report 
crimes.  Actually,  several  years  ago, 
I  had  assisted  Captain  Bruce  with 
a  bilingual  version  to  help  victims 
make  the  reports  but  it  still  hasn't 
been  finalized  by  SFPD  yet. 

9. 1  was  very  gratified  to  hear  the 
supportive  comments  from  Super- 
visors Mirkarimi  and  Dufty,  and 
S.F.  Commissioners  Lee  and  Cam- 
pos regarding  more  services  and 
input  needed  for  the  immigrant 
communities.  Commissioner  Yee 
pointed  out  that  the  non-English 
respondents  in  this  survey  was  less 
than  10  percent.  This  current  report 
on  page  44  showed  that  only  138' 
such  responses  were  received!  If 
surveys  were  not  distributed  stra- 
tegically in  community-based  or- 
ganizations with  high  concentra- 
tions of  immigrants  (such  as 
Bayview  and  Visitacion  Valley),  it 
is  not  only  a  waste  of  money  to 
translate  the  questionnairs  into 
Russian,  Spanish  and  Chinese  but 
their  imput  is  really  not  included 
for  the  study. 

10.  Non-English  residents  are 
very  reluctant  to  attend  the  English- 
only  meetings  in  City  Hall.  Why 
not  enlighten  more  residents  to  un- 
derstand and  be  more  involved 
with  our  city  government  by  dub- 
bing Spanish  and  Chinese  of  the 
proceedings  under  the  pictures? 
Hopefully  our  Mayor  and  Board  of 
Supervisors  will  support  this  rec- 
ommendation soon. 

11.  City  Hall  guards  at  the  en- 
trances should  be  better  informed 
of  meeting  rooms  to  better  direct 
people. 

1Z  At  this  meeting,  one  resident  liv- 
ing in  Visitacion  Valley  pointed  out 
that  in  2007,  nine  out  of  the  16  homi- 
cides in  our  City  happened  in  his  very 
own  community!  Therefore,  the 
crime  graph  on  the  Chronicle  head- 
line did  not  really  represent  the  real 
situation  in  our  community. (If  only 
this  were  true,  then  our  real  estate 
would  appreciate  much  more, 
right?)  Our  community  needs  more 
law  enforcement,  so  we  don't  want 
this  crime  under-reporting  to  nega- 
tively affect  our  needs. 

13.  San  Francisco  is  very  proud  to 
have  the  multilingual  #31 1  line  to 
enable  our  diverse  residents  to  get 
more  access  to  our  City  government 
Mayor  Newsom  said  it  was  so  suc- 
cessful that  it  fielded  a  million  calls 
in  a  few  short  months!  Now,  if 
more  residents  are  aware  of  this 
avenue  of  access  to  City  govern- 
ment, there  would  likely  be  more 
crime  victims  making  reports. 

14.  Actually,  some  crime  victims 
lamented  to  me  that  since  the  po- 
lice reports  are  English-only  and 
there  are  usually  no  police  follow- 
ups  to  their  cases,  they  lose  trust 
in  the  SFPD.  Those  from  Hong 
Kong  frequently  ask  why  there  are 
so  many  available  officers  around 
but  so  few  in  San  Francisco?  What 
can  SFPD  do  to  earn  their  trust  so 
that  all  residents  can  be  "eyes  and 
ears"  of  law  enforcement? 

15.  In  the  future,  our  City  must 
hire  vendors  or  contractors  who 
can  demonstrate  that  they  will 
have  real  mechanisms  to  include 
input  from  residents  of  different 
language,  cutural  and  other  back- 
grounds. The  current  PSSG  shows 
a  great  lack  of  sensitivity  in  their 
data  research. 

16.  Actually,  if  the  PSSG  repre- 
sentatives who  were  present  at  the 
City  Hall  proceeding  really 
wanted  to  get  input  from  commu- 
nity activists  and  CBOs  for  further 
input,  then  why  didn't  they  ask  for 
their  contact  information  on  the 
spot  at  the  City  Hall  meeting? 

17.  The  turn-around  time  to  con- 
tact most  residents  (especially  the 
non-English  communities  who 
needed  translation)  about  this 
SFPD  Police  Effectiveness  Review 
on  May  14  was  so  short  that  it  was 
difficult  to  get  residents  to  attend 
the  City  Hall  meeting.  See  Next  Page 
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From  Page  2 

18.  In  consideration  of  the  budget 
crisis,  but  to  respect  the  right  of  di- 
verse citizens  to  know  of  this  po- 
lice report,  the  PSSG  should  pro- 
vide short  multilingual  summaries 
of  their  recommendations. 

19.  To  maximize  effective  involve- 
ment of  all  citizens,  the  SPPD  should 
give  periodic  multilingual  surveys 
to  residents  who  attend  police 
meetings  to  get  ongoing  input.  This 
is  the  smart  practice  of  all  well-run 
corporations. 

20.  In  addition  to  the  City  Hall 
meeting  on  May  19,  all  10  precinct 
captains  should  get  further  input 
directly  from  their  own  district 
residents  in  their  upcoming  com- 
munity meetings.  Make  sure  the 
immigrant  groups  are  also  invited. 

21.  The  PSSG  did  not  give  any 
ballpark  figures  of  the  costs  when 
they  presented  their  recom- 
mendatons.  Therefore,  it's  hard  for 
residents  to  understand  or  make 
recommendtions. 

22.  Based  on  the  comments/in- 
put/recommedations  made  at  this 
City  Hall  meeting,  how  will  PSSG 
provide  follow-ups  to  residents? 
MarleneTran,  WAA  Spokesperson 

Facts  on  Auto  Burglaries 

Generally  speaking  try  not  to  leave 
anything  in  your  car  at  any  time. 
Even  valueless  objects  like  newspa- 
pers and  water  bottles  give  an  auto 
burglar  the  impression  that  the  ve- 
hicle owner  is  careless,  and  may  have 
left  something  of  value  behind  that 
is  out  of  sight  Even  if  you  do  not  have 
anything  stashed  away  in  your 
trunk  or  glove  box,  you  don't  need 
the  added  hassle  of  replacing  a  win- 
dow or  door  lock 

The  only  things  one  might  keep 
in  his  or  her  vehicle,  without  too 
much  risk  of  provoking  a  break- 
in,  are  the  vehicle  insurance  and 
registration.  Even  so,  do  not  leave 
the  originals.  Make  photocopies. 
They  are  perfectly  legal.  Do  not  use 
fu'c/e-a-keys  either.  They  won't  stay 
hidden  for  long.  A  practiced  auto 
burglar,  or  auto  thief,  knows  just 
where  to  look,  and  makes  a  point 
of  "doing  so  whenever  he  breaks 
into  a  car. 

If  you  have  trouble  hanging  on 
to  your  keys,  think  about  purchas- 
ing a  key  chain  that  can  be  affixed  to 
your  pocket  or  purse. 

These  maxims  may  be  difficult  if 
not  impossible  to  live  by  during  the 
holiday  season  if  we  are  exchang- 
ing presents  or  combining  errands 
at  multiple  destinations.  The  best 
course  of  action  would  be  to  plan 
one's  outings  carefully,  so  that  you 
don't  load  your  trunk  until  your 
ready  to  head  home.  When  that  is 
not  possible,  at  the  very  least,  do  not 
load  your  trunk  until  you  are  ready 
to  drive  to  another  destination. 
Never  open  a  trunk,  fill  it  full  of  valu- 
ables, dose  it,  and  then  just  walk 
away.  Opportunists  stay  on  the 
lookout  for  such  missteps,  and 
break  into  the  car  the  minute  the 
driver  is  out  of  sight  Plan  your  ex- 
cursions so  that  you  load  your 
trunk  and  lock  it  u  p  before  you  drive 
to  your  next  destination. 

When  you  get  to  where  ever  you're 
going,  park  in  well  lighted,  well  trav- 
eled areas.  Do  your  best  to  park  in 
parking  lots  or  garages  with  an  at- 
tendant present  If  you  park  on  the 
street  do  not  park  in  lightly  traveled 
areas  like  alleys  or  side  streets.  Auto 
burglars  prefer  breaking  into  cars 
where  they  will  not  observed,  and 
choose  their  targets  accordingly. 

Auto  burglaries  may  occur  in  park- 
ing garages  as  welL  If  you  use  a  valet 
give  him  the  ignition  lock  only,  lock 
the  trunk  release,  and  find  out  where 
he  plans  to  park  the  car.  If  he  plans  to 
park  it  on  the  street  or  an  unattended 
lot,  you  may  as  well  just  park  it  your- 
self. Make  sure  you  know  hat  is  in- 
side your  trunk  before  you  arrive  at 
a  valet  parking  operation,  and  make 
sure  that  everything  you  put  inside 
the  trunk  is  still  there  when  you  get 
ready  to  leave.  Look  inside  it  before 
you  take  off. 
If  you  suspect  that  a  valet  has  taken 


something  from  your  car,  call  for 
police  assistance,  and  tell  the  com- 
munications dispatcher  why  you 
think  the  suspect  is  still  at  the  scene. 

We  may  continue  to  observe  cer- 
tain precautions  at  the  end  of  the 
day  when  we  drive  home  as  well. 
If  you  park  on  the  street,  the  guide 
lines  listed  above  still  apply.  Do  not 
store  valuables  in  your  car  over- 
night. Neither  should  you  store 
valuables  in  your  car  if  you  park  in 
an  apartment 

The  common  areas  of  an  apart- 
ment building  are  one  of  the  easi- 
est targets  on  the  criminal  venue. 
Burglars  and  unscrupulous 
cotenants  alike  have  all  the  time  in 
the  world  to  case  your  vehicle, 
break  into  it,  and  squirrel  away  the 
objects  inside  without  the  incon- 
venience of  being  observed. 

If  you  own  a  home  with  a  private 
garage,  remember  that  garage  bur- 
glaries are  quite  common.  The  secu- 
rity devices  used  on  our  garages  are 
often  quite  easily  defeated.  Should 
you  wish  to  take  added  measures  to 
secure  your  garage,  think  about  in- 
stalling a  padlock  on  the  interior  side 
of  the  door. 

Finally,  one  of  the  most  effective 
deterrents  of  vehicle  theft  is  an  auto 
burglary  alarm.  Although  most  of 
the  cars  that  are  manufactured 
these  days  come  equipped  with 
alarms,  older  models  might  ben- 
efit from  one.  When  purchasing  an 
alarm  make  certain  it  comes  with 
an  activation  light  that  tells  every- 
one passing  by,  from  burglars  to 
casual  observers,  that  the  vehicle 
is  equipped  with  one.  If  the  alarm 
comes  with  a  pilfering  sensor,  make 
sure  the  device  is  not  set  at  too  sen- 
sitive a  level.  Vehicles  with  over- 
active alarms  often  end  up  being 
towed  for  disturbing  your  neigh- 
bors' peace.  Being  neighborly  is,  af- 
ter all,  one  of  our  most  important 
observations.  Your  neighbor  may 
be  the  one  who  calls  the  police  if 
someone  breaks  into  your  car. 
San  Francisco  SAFE 

Comments  Made  in  1955 

That's  only  53  years  ago! 

•"I'll  tell  you  one  thing,  if  things 
keep  going  the  way  they  are,  i?s 
going  to  be  impossible  to  buy  a 
weeks  groceries  for  $20." 

*"Have  you  seen  the  new  cars 
coming  out  next  year?  It  won't  be 
long  before  $2,000  will  only  buy  a 
used  one." 

*"If  cigarettes  keep  going  up  in 
price,  I'm  going  to  quit.  A  quarter  a 
pack  is  ridiculous. 

*"Did  you  hear  the  post  office  is 
thinking  about  charging  a  dime 
just  to  mail  a  letter?" 

*"lf  they  raise  the  minimum  wage 
to  $1,  nobody  will  be  able  to  hire 
outside  help  at  the  store." 

*"When  1  first  started  driving, 
who  would  have  thought  gas 
would  someday  cost  29  cents  a  gal- 
lon. Guess  we'd  be  better  off  leav- 
ing the  car  in  the  garage." 

*"Kids  today  are  impossible. 
Those  duck  tail  haircuts  make  it 
impossible  to  stay  groomed.  Next 
thing  you  know,  boys  will  be  wear- 
ing their  hair  as  long  as  the  girls." 


•"I'm  afraid  to  send  my  kids  to 
the  movies  any  more.  Ever  since 
they  let  Clark  Gable  get  by  with 
saying  'damn'  in  Gone  with  the 
Wind,  it  seems  every  new  movie 
has  either  "hell"  or  'damn'  in  it." 

*"]  read  the  other  day  where 
some  scientist  thinks  it's  possible 
to  put  a  man  on  the  moon  by  the 
end  of  the  century.  They  even 
have  some  fellows  they  call  as- 
tronauts preparing  for  it  down  in 
Texas." 

*"Did  you  see  where  some  base- 
ball player  just  signed  a  contract 
for  $75,000  a  year  just  to  play 
ball?  It  wouldn't  surprise  me  if 
someday  they'll  be  making  more 
than  the  President." 

*"I  never  thought  I'd  see  the  day 
all  our  kitchen  appliances  would 
be  electric.  They  are  even  making 
electric  typewriters  now." 

*"It's  too  bad  things  are  so  tough 
nowadays.  I  see  where  a  few 
married  women  are  having  to 
work  to  make  ends  meet" 

*"It  won't  be  long  before  young 
couples  are  going  to  have  to  hire 
someone  to  watch  their  kids  so 
they  can  both  work." 

""Marriage  doesn't  mean  a  thing 
anymore.  Those  Hollywood  stars 
seem  to  be  getting  divorced  at  the 
drop  of  a  hat." 

*"I'm  afraid  the  Volkswagen  car 
is  going  to  open  the  door  to  a 
whole  lot  of  foreign  business." 

*" Thank  goodness  I  won't  live  to 
see  the  day  when  the  Govern- 
ment takes  half  our  income  in 
taxes.  I  sometimes  wonder  if  we 
are  electing  the  best  people  to 
congress." 

*"The  drive-in  restaurant  is  con- 
venient in  nice  weather,  but  I  se- 
riously doubt  they  will  ever 
catch  on." 

*"There  is  no  sense  going  to  Lin- 
coln or  Omaha  anymore  for  a 
weekend.  It  costs  nearly  $T5  a 
night  to  stay  in  a  hotel." 

*"No  one  can  afford  to  be  sick 
anymore.  At  $35  a  day  in  the  hos- 
pital, it's  too  rich  for  my  blood." 

*"lf  they  think  I'll  pay  50  cents 
for  a  haircut,  forget  it." 

WBOOM  Outreach 

To  the  Visitacion  Valley  community: 

I  wanted  to  let  you  know  I've  ar- 
ranged periodic  meetings  with  Cap- 
tain OLeary  (of  Ingjeside  Station).. 

We  sat  down  last  week  and  de- 
cided mat  a  monthly  merchant  walk 
would  be  the  best  way  to  serve  the 
Leland  Avenue  business  corridor. 

In  this  arrangement,  I  (along  with 
Sinead,  WBOOM  bilingual  assis- 
tant) will  inform  merchants  a  week 
or  two  in  advance  that  Captain 
QLeary  will  be  making  stops  in  busi- 
nesses and  request  merchants  have 
specific  issues  in  mind  to  address 
with  the  Captain.  This  way,  we  can 
have  more  efficient  use  of  our  time 
when  we  (Captain  OLeary,  Sinead 
and  myself)  go  business  to  business 
along  Leland  and  discuss  safety  is- 
sues with  the  merchants. 

Our  first  outreach  effort  will  oc- 
cur the  afternoon  of  Friday,  June  6th. 
Thank  you, 
Nick  Wolff,  WBOOM 
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Visitation  Valley  Elementary  School 
Wins  Title  I  Achieving  School  Award 


For  the  third  time  in  four  years, 
Visitacion  Valley  Elementary 
School  (WES)  on  April  22 
received  a  state  Title  I  Achieving 
School  Award  in  Los  Angeles 
from  the  California  Department 
of  Education. 

Principal  Vincent  Chao  and  first 
grade  Grade  teacher  Mindy  Yip 
were  present  at  the  Hyatt 
Regency  Century  Plaza  to  receive 
a  plaque  and  banner  from  State 
Superintendent  of  Schools  Jack 
CConnell. 

During  the  2006-07  school  year, 
the  API  of  Little  Vis  was 784.  Once 
again,  the  API  score  increased  to 
804  for  2007-08  API  scores  over 
800  are  marks  of  Education 
Excellence. 

Every  year,  Mr.  Chao  challenges 
his  students  to  beat  the  STAR  test 


Visitacion  Valley  Elementary 


2008 


score  of  the  previous  year.  Back 
at  school,  the  principal  again 
made  good  on  his  annual  wager 
with  the  students  and  dressed  like 
a  down  for  a  day. 


Mayor  Challenges  2007  Census  Estimate 


Mayor  Gavin  Newsom  recently 
initiated  an  informal  challenge  to 
the  2007  Census  population  esti- 
mate for  the  City  and  County  of 
San  Francisco  based  on  a  recent 
report  that  estimates  there  are 
864,515  people  living  in  San  Fran- 
cisco -  almost  100,000  more  than 
the  estimated  764,976.  Filing  this 
challenge  may  allow  San  Fran- 
cisco to  receive  more  federal  and 
state  funding. 

"Every  San  Franciscan  counts, 
and  I  am  serious  about  ensuring 
San  Francisco  receives  our  fair 
share  of  federal  and  state  fund- 
ing and  attention,"  said  Mayor 
Newsom.  "We  can  use  this  new 
data  to  attract  high  quality  retail- 
ers to  our  underserved  markets 
and  make  sure  we  develop  the 
neighborhoods  that  have  been 
unfairly  undercounted." 

San  Francisco  is  the  first  Cali- 
fornia city  to  file  a  2007  Census 
challenge.  Mayor  Newsom  sub- 
mitted a  letter  to  the  Population 
Division  of  the  US  Census  Bu- 
reau on  April  29,  and  his  staff  is 
currently  working  with  City 
departments  to  complete  exten- 
sive supporting  data  and  re- 
quired information  worksheets 
for  the  challenge. 

The  challenge  materials  will 
be  submitted  by  the  end  of  June, 
and  the  Mayor's  Office  of  Com- 


munity Development  (MOCD) 
will  work  closely  with  Census 
Bureau  staff  to  correct  the  popu- 
lation estimate. 

According  to  a  1999  US  Confer- 
ence of  Mayors  report  on  the  Cen- 
sus, for  each  person  not  counted 
in  the  Census,  it  represents  an  av- 
erage loss  of  $2,263  for  the  decade. 
Conceptually,  if  the  difference  be- 
tween Census  2000  (776,733)  and 
the  Social  Compact  report  data 
(864,515)  which  is  87,782  was  cal- 
culated and  multiplied  by  $2,263, 
it  would  equal  over  $198  million 
in  lost  federal  and  state  funding 
for  the  decade. 

A  recent  "DrillDown"  study 
completed  by  national  nonprofit 
expert  Social  Compact  serves  as 
the  foundation  for  the  Census 
challenge.  Social  Compact  utilized 
commercial,  proprietary,  local 
government  sources  and  other 
data  beyond  the  2000  Census  to 
build  a  body  of  more  refined,  ac- 
curate and  timely  data  in  order 
to  develop  an  alternative  assess- 
ment of  population,  income  and 
the  local  economy. 

MOCD  and  the  Mayor's  Office 
of  Economic  and  Workforce  De- 
velopment (MOEWD)  will  con- 
tinue to  work  utilizing  the  new 
data  to  further  support  commu- 
nity and  workforce  reinvestment 
efforts. 


New  Law  Would  Combat  Recycling  Theft 


State  Taxpayers  Warned  of  Email  Scam 


Franchise  Tax  Board  (FTB)  on 
May  19  warned  taxpayers  of 
two  current  scams  involving  FTB 
and  identity  theft. 

"Taxpayers  should  protect  their 
personal  information  and  treat 
any  unsolicited  emails  with 
caution,"  said  State  Controller 
and  FTB  Chair  John  Chiang. 
"Contact  FTB  immediately  if  you 
have  any  concerns." 

The  first  scam  involves  an 
email  "phishing"  for  taxpayer 
data.  The  email  masquerades  as 
offering  to  check  the  status  of 
your  state  income  tax  refund. 

Scams  of  this  nature  attempt  to 
lure  people  into  revealing 
personal  and  v  financial 
information,  such  as  Social 
Security,  bank  account  or  credit 
card  numbers,  which  may  be 
used  to  steal  that  taxpayer's 
identify. 

The  second  scam  involves  a 


phony  letter  informing  the 
taxpayer  his  or  her  tax  return 
may  be  audited.  The  letter  refers 
the  taxpayer  to  a  fake  FTB 
address  in  Georgia.  In  addition, 
both  the  email  and  the  letter 
contain  misspellings  and 
grammatical  errors.  Taxpayers 
who  receive  such  a  notice  should 
contact  FTB  at  800.852.5711. 

FTB  has  several  policies  in  place 
to  protect  the  safety  and  security 
of  taxpayer  information.  The 
agency  never  collects  confidential 
taxpayer  information  through 
email  or  phone  solicitation.  FTB 
warns  taxpayers  against 
providing  personal  information 
over  the  telephone  or  via  email  to 
those  who  cannot  verify  they  are 
FTB  employees. 

The  FTB's  Information  Privacy 
policy  is  available  online  at  http:/ 
/w  ww.ftb.ca.gov/individuals/ 
id  theft.html 


by  Assemblywoman  Fiona  Ma 
CPA-Majority  Whip 

My  office  has  received  countless 
complaints  from  neighbors  in  the 
12th  Assembly  District  who  have 
been  awakened  in  the  middle  of 
the  night  from  people  rummaging 
through  recycling  bins.  Some  of 
you  may  be  shocked  to  learn  that 
many  of  these  poachers  are  part 
of  very  well  organized  operations 
that  make  large  profits  from  steal- 
ing CRV  materials  such  as  alumi- 
num cans  and  glass  bottles. 

In  San  Francisco  and  cities  across 
the  state,  thieves  who  operate  as 
organized  fleets  wake  residents, 
throw  unwanted  materials  on  the 
ground,  and  trespass  on  private 
property.  Their  theft  can  also  in- 
creases garbage  rates  and  in- 
creases the  risk  of  identity  theft. 
The  poaching  rings  use  large 
trucks  that  are  overloaded  with 
recycled  materials  and  then  drive 
to  a  local  junk  dealer  to  get  cash 
for  the  material. 

CRV  containers  are  not  the  only 
materials  being  targeted.  News- 
paper stands  are  also  common 
targets  for  poaching  rings.  In  the 
East  Bay,  free  weekly  newspapers 
have  been  routinely  targeted  by 
thieves.  Delivery  trucks  will  drop 
off  bundles  of  newspapers  only  to 
have  them  taken  and  thrown  in 
the  back  of  large  trucks  that  fol- 
low closely  behind. 

I  have  introduced  legislation  in 
response  to  this  growing  trend 
and  I  am  happy  to  report  that  it 
successfully  passed  the  Assembly 


with  bipartisan  support  last 
month.  Assembly  Bill  1778,  which 
will  be  heard  in  the  Senate  this 
month,  provides  law  enforcement 
with  valuable  record  keeping  in- 
formation to  investigate  these 
crime  rings. 

Specifically,  the  bill  requires  recy- 
clers  to  obtain  identifying  informa- 
tion of  individuals  who  bring  in 
large  quantities  ($50  or  more)  of  CRV 
recyclables  and  newspapers.  The 
bill  will  also  require  that  payments 
of  $50  or  more  be  made  by  check 

Although  AB  1778  was  opposed 
by  certain  recycling  companies 
that  fought  recordkeeping  require- 
ments, representatives  from  local 
recyder  Norcal  joined  with  me  to 
support  the  bill.  During  discus- 
sions in  the  Assembly,  there  was 
some  confusion  about  the  quan- 
tity of  materials  that  would  have 
to  be  recycled.  The  $50  threshold 
is  equal  to  34  pounds  of  aluminum 
—  the  equivalent  of  1,000  cans. 

This  bill  does  not  interfere  with 
the  typical  recycling  load  and  1 
worked  closely  with  homeless  ad- 
vocates to  ensure  that  someone 
trying  to  make  a  living  would  not 
be  impacted  by  the  provisions  of 
the  bill.  However,  there  is  simply 
no  excuse  for  someone  to  bring  in 
thousands  of  cans  and  no  identifi- 
cation, and  walk  out  with  cash. 

AB  1778  is  currently  in  the  Sen- 
ate where  it  will  be  heard  in  com- 
mittee in  June.  If  passed  by  the  Sen- 
ate and  signed  by  the  Governor, 
the  law  will  go  into  effect  on  Janu- 
ary, I  2009. 
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Into  the  Wild  World  of  Reading 


If  % 


by  Wen  Chin  Chen 
Valley  Branch  Librarian 

Hi!  Summer  is  just  around  the 
corner.  Do  you  have  any  plans 
yet?  Are  the  high  gasoline  prices 
giving  you  a  headache?  Do  you 
have  a  hard  time  keeping  your 
kids  busy  during  the  summer? 
Would  you  be  interested  in 
knowing  if  there  is  something 
free  in  your  neighborhood  that 
you  and  your  family  can  enjoy? 
Well,  you  have  come  to  the  right 
place.  The  San  Francisco  Public 
Library  is  offering  a  variety  of 
special  programs  for  all  ages  this 
summer.  Some  of  the  special  pro- 
grams include  magic, 
storytelling,  singing,  clowns, 
wild  animals  and  lots  more.  To 
find  out  about  these  free  events 
pick  up  an  "At  the  Library"  news- 
letter,  visit  our  website, 
www.sfpl.org,  or  stop  by  your 
local  library  to  pick  up  summer 
program  flyers  to  check  for  times 
and  locations. 

The  San  Francisco  Public  Li- 
brary is  also  going  to  have  a 
Summer  Reading  Club  for  ages  0 
up  to  13.  Research  has  shown 
that  children  who  continue  to 
read  during  their  summer  vaca- 
tion perform  better  in  the  Fall 
when  school  resumes.  Summer 


reading  helps  children  to  keep 
and  improve  their  reading  skills 
that  they've  developed  during 
the  school  year.  Starting  June 
14th,  all  children  can  sign  up  for 
the  Summer  Reading  Club  at  any 
branch  of  the  San  Francisco  Pub- 
lic Library,  including  the  Main 
Library.  They  can  read  any  book 
they  like  in  any  language  at  any 
place  and  get  incentives  from 
their  local  libraries. 

There  is  also  a  Teen  Summer 
Reading  Program  (ages  13  to  18) 
that  is  free  and  fun.  Teens  can 
earn  cool  prizes  for  hours  spent 
reading.  Additionally,  partici- 
pants will  be  eligible  to  win 
grand  prizes  such  as  gift  certifi- 
cates, an  iPod  shuffle,  and  Zune 
MP3  players.  How  about  help- 
ing the  librarians  with  summer 
reading  program?  Children  be- 
tween the  ages  of  10  and  16  can 
do  some  volunteer  work  during 
the  summer  to  learn  how  the  li- 
brary operates  and  gain  some 
precious  work  experience.  Ask 
your  local  librarian  for  details. 

Reading  is  important  for  every- 
one. Why  should  kids  have  all  the 
fun!  We  are  proud  to  announce 
that  Visitacion  Valley  Public  Li- 
brary (45  Leland  Ave.,  San  Fran- 
cisco) is  launching  the  first  Adult 
Summer  Reading  Program  start- 
ing june  14th.  No  registration  is 
needed  and  no  library  card  is  re- 
quired .  The  rules  are  that  you  read 
any  book  and  go  to  the  Visitacion 
Valley  Library  to  pick  up  a  review 
slip.  Write  something  about  the 
book  you  have  read  and  put  the 
slip  into  the  drawing  box.  You  will 
get  a  chance  to  win  prizes  or  gift 
certificates  at  various  local  stores. 
The  more  you  read  and  enter  your 
reviews,  the  higher  your  chance 
to  win! 

Wow,  so  many  activities  and 
so  much  fun!  Are  you  ready?  Join 
us  at  the  library  for  an  exciting 
summer. 


Governor  Showcases  State  Businesses  Environmental  Innovations 


State  Senate  Passes  Rent  Control  Bill 

State  Senator  Carole  Migden's  SB 
1299,  requiring  the  Legislative 
Analyst's  Office  to  study  the  eco- 
nomic and  social  impacts  when  new 
condominiums  are  constructed  on 
properties  where  price-controlled 
rental  units  have  been  demolished 
was  approved  23-15  on  May  22  by 
the  California  State  Senate. 


Guide  for  Gaining  Top 
Management  Support 
In  Construction  Safety 

To  help  construction  safety  pro- 
fessionals gain  top  management 
support  for  construction  safety, 
Construction  Safety  Software  Cor- 
poration is  offering  this  free  guide: 
GiadejbrCkibringTopManagenieTU  Siq> 
port  for  Construction  Safety.  This  guide 
is  a  step-by-step  tutorial  on  the 
process  involved  in  gaining  top 
management  support  for  construc- 
tion safety. 

Armed  with  this  guide  most 
safety  professionals  can  effectively 
begin  building  the  most  important 
ingredient  in  any  contractor's 
safety  program: 

The  guide  covers: 

•Why  a  Contractors  Safety  Behav- 
iors and  Beliefs  System  (SBBS)  Must 
Continue  to  Improve 

Top  Management  Pressures 

'Preparing  to  Meet  with  Top  Man- 
agement 

"How  to  Get  the  Safety  Informa- 
tion Needed 

•Showing  Top  Management  Why 
Change  is  Necessary 

•Obligation  to  Bear  the  Conse- 
quences 

•Measuring  Progress 

This  guide  will  be  sen  t  free  of  charge 
to  anyone  who  calls  or  sends  an  e- 
mail  with  their  address  to:  Construc- 
tion Safety  Software  Corporation,  P 
O  Box  6232,  Bloomingdale,  Illinois 
60108-6232. 

Phone  630-566-9010  or  email: 
customerservicePcsscsy  stems.com 


Governor  Arnold  Schwarzenegger 
on  May  20  joined  with  business  and 
environmental  leaders  to  unveil 
the  Environmental  Defense  Fund's 
(EDF)  inaugural  Innovations  Re 
view:  Making  Green  the  New  Busi- 
ness as  Usual  report,  which  is  the 
result  of  a  nationwide  review  of 
products  and  practices  that  in- 
crease environmental  efficiency 
and  provide  savings  to  businesses. 

The  event  showcased  businesses 
utilizing  best  practices  and  new  tech- 
nologies that  are  both  good  for  the 
environment  and  for  the  economy. 

"The  Environmental  Defense  Fund 
recognized  that  'business  as  usual' 
is  changing,  so  they  created  a  new 
way  to  assess  environmental  inno- 
vation," Governor  Schwarzenegger 
said.  "More  than  a  third  of  the  com- 
panies showcased  are  based  here.  I 
love  it  when  California  is  number 
one  and  it  is  a  big  thrill  to  see  busi- 
nesses in  our  state  leading  the  way. 

"The  one  thing  these  companies 
have  in  common  is  leadership.  And 
leadership  is  exactly  what  we  need 
to  tackle  the  enormous  challenges 
of  climate  change  while  protecting 
economic  growth." 

EDF's  inaugural  review  under- 
scores that  California  businesses 
are  leading  the  way  in  defining 
greener  business  practices.  The  re- 
port assessed  hundreds  of  business 
products,  practices  and  technolo- 
gies, selecting  more  than  20  inno- 
vations and  31  companies  from 
around  the  country  to  highlight  in 
its  report.  Of  those  recognized,  1 1 
companies  are  based  in  California. 

California  companies  are  produc- 
ing a  growing  share  of  green  tech- 
nology patents  —  44  percent  of  all 


SB  1299  also  requires  the  LAO 
study  to  examine  the  authority  of 
public  entities  to  regulate  the  with- 
drawal of  rent-controlled  units  from 
California's  rental  and  lease  markets. 

"We  must  find  new  ways  protect 
our  working  families,  our  seniors, 
and  our  disabled  who  depend  on  ef- 
fective rent  stabilization  laws  just  to 
get  by,"  said  Migden  (D-San  Fran- 
cisco/North Bay). 

Increasingly,  California's  rental 
stock  has  been  taken  off  the  market 
as  landlords  invoke  an  existing  state 
law,  the  Ellis  Act,  which  allows  them 
to  evict  all  tenants  in  a  building  as 
long  as  the  property  owner  does  not 
re-rent  the  units. 

In  Los  Angeles,  more  than  1 1,000 
rental  units  have  been  taken  off  the 
market  through  the  Ellis  Act  in  the 
last  five  years. 

Approximately,  4,000  units  have 
also  been  lost  in  San  Francisco, 
Santa  Monica,  and  San  Diego  dur- 
ing the  same  time. 

Most  of  these  units  were  covered 
under  local  rent  stabilization 
laws,  more  commonly  known  as 
rent  control. 

Moreover,  many  evictions  are 
initiated  by  owners  of  older,  less 
expensive  buildings,  who  imme- 
diately evict  all  tenants,  demolish 
the  building  and  construct  condo- 
miniums. 

The  steady  loss  of  rent-controlled 
units,  particularly  in  the  state's  ur- 
ban areas,  has  been  devastating 
to  the  state's  most  vulnerable 
populations. 

Seniors  are  especially  at  risk  of 
Ellis  evictions,  because  they  tend 
to  be  long-term  tenants  with 
lower  rents;  their  buildings  are 
often  targeted  by  speculators  who 
plan  to  convert  the  rental  units 
into  condos. 

Over  60  percent  of  buildings  that 
have  been  "Ellised"  in  San  Francisco 
since  2000  have  had  senior  or  dis- 
abled residents  evicted. 


U.S.  patents  in  solar  and  37  percent 
in  wind  —  and  numerous  energy 
efficient  products  and  services. 

According  to  Next  10s  "California 
Green  Innovation  Index,"  California 
represents  almost  half  of  all  green- 
tech  investment  in  the  U.S.,  and  all 
signs  point  to  continued  growth.  In 
fact  venture  capitalists  last  year  in- 
vested $1 .78  billion  in  California 
green  technology  companies. 

Since  1 990,  the  green  business  es- 
tablishments in  the  state  have 
grown  by  84  percent  and  employ- 
ment has  doubled. 

Governor  Schwarzenegger  has 
led  California  in  establishing  laws 
and  policies  to  protect  the 
environment: 

*In  January  2007,  the  Governor 
announced  the  world's  first  Low 
Carbon  Fuel  Standard  for  trans- 
portation fuels  that  requires  fuel 
providers  to  reduce  the  carbon  in- 
tensity of  transportation  fuels  sold 
in  California.  This  first-of-its-kind 
standard  firmly  establishes  sus- 
tainable demand  for  lower-carbon 
fuels  without  favoring  one  fuel  over 
another.  To  start,  the  standard  will 
reduce  the  carbon  intensity  of 
California's  passenger  vehicle  fuels 
by  at  least  10  percent  by  2020  and 
more  thereafter. 

•In  September  2006,  the  Governor 
signed  the  Global  Warming  Solu- 
tions Act  of  2006,  California's  land- 
mark bill  that  established  a  first-in- 
the-world  comprehensive  pro- 
gram of  regulatory  and  market 
mechanisms  to  achieve  real,  quan- 
tifiable, cost-effective  reductions  of 
greenhouse  gas  emissions.  The  law 
will  reduce  carbon  emissions  in 
California  to  1990  levels  by  the  year 


2020.  Governor  Schwarzenegger 
has  also  called  for  the  state  to  re 
duce  carbon  emissions  to  80  percent 
below  1990  levels  by  the  year  2050. 
•In  August  2006,  the  Governor 
signed  his  Million  Solar  Roofs  Plan 
into  law,  which  will  provide  3,000 
megawatts  of  additional  clean  en- 
ergy and  reduce  the  output  of  green- 
house gases  by  three  million  tons, 
equivalent  to  taking  one  million  cars 
off  the  road.  The  $2.9  billion  incen- 
tive plan  for  homeowners  and 
building  owners  who  install  solar 
electric  systems  will  lead  to  one 
million  solar  roofs  in  California  by 
the  year  2018. 

Going  "Green"  Easy 

With  over  30  percent  of 
Americans  willing  to  pay  20 
percent  more  for  eco-friendly 
products,  according  to  the' 
Natural  Marketing  Institute, 
companies  are  developing  more 
environmentally  conscious 
products  and  offerings  that  are 
good  for  consumers'  health  and 
the  planet.  These  include: 

•Plastic  made  from  100  percent 
natural,  renewable  plants  grown 
on  American  soil. 

•What's  known  as  sustainable 
materials,  such  as  organically 
grown  natural  fibers  (e.g.,  hemp, 
silk,  cotton  and  wool),  soy-based 
inks,  bio-plastics  and  man-made 
cellulosics,  which  reduce  harm- 
ful chemical  and  energy  use 

•Hydrogen  fuel  cells  for  power- 
ing cell  phones 

•Solar-powered  laptop  bags  us- 
ing a  single  solar  panel  for  charg- 
ing laptops 

•Reusable  grocery  bags.  haps 


Schlage  Lock  - 
Why  Remember? 

tn/  Betty  Parshall 

Overheard  in  the  Joe  Leland's 
Coffee  Shop:  three  high  schoolers 
were  talking  about  the  library  de- 
sign drawings  on  the  wall.  They 
were  joking  that  they'd  go  there 
every  Saturday.  Then  one  said, 
"We'll  be  away  at  college  by  the 
time  it's  done."  All  too  true,  unfor- 
tunately. 

Then  they  turned  to  the  Schlage 
Lock  plans. 

Teen  one:  thafs  gonna  be  hecka 
cool  if  they  build  it. 

Teen  two:  I  used  to  think  that 
was  a  school.  I  told  my  grandma 
that  I  didn't  want  to  go  there,  it 
looked  so  bad,  but  she  told  me  it 
used  to  be  a  lock  factory. 

Teen  One:  Locks? 

Teen  Two:  some  type  of  locks,  for 
the  houses. 

Teen  One:  Oh  

At  least  grandma  had  told  them 
a  tiny  bit  of  the  story,  but  if  they 
go  off  to  college  they  will  never 
know  why  Schlage  was  impor- 
tant to  their  neighborhood,  their 
city,  and  in  fact,  their  country. 

Edie  Epps  and  I  joined  the 
Schlage  Lock  employees'  annual 
reunion  dinner  in  April.  Nearly 
80  people  were  there,  many  of 
whom  had  traveled  long  dis- 
tances to  join  their  former  co- 
workers, catch  up  with  one  an- 
other and  remember  their  years 
at  Schlage.  Edie  was  able  to  speak 
for  two  minutes  to  let  them  know 
about  the  plan  to  preserve 
Schlage's  history  in  Visitacion 
Valley,  and  the  response  was  en- 
thusiastic, to  say  the  least. 

Several  people  spoke  about  their 
work  experience  and  said  that  ev- 
eryone was  treated  equally,  from 
the  vice  presidents  to  the  custo- 
dial staff.  One  man  who  was  the 
unofficial  photographer  during 
the  later  years  had  prepared  three 
panels  erf  pictures  he  had  taken, 
as  well  as  bringing  a  stack  of  ex- 
tra photos.  He  invited  everyone 
to  take  any  they  wanted,  and  later 
offered  what  was  left  to  us.  He  can 
provide  the  names  of  all  the  people 
in  the  pictures.  Steve  Kendrick,  the 
grandson  of  the  founder,  Charles 
Kendrick,  is  very  interested  in 


A  Schlage  Lock  souvenir  shirt  proudly  displayed  at  the  reunion  dinner. 


history  and  hopes  he  can  join  a 
tour  of  the  buildings  before  demo- 
lition begins  (something  the  Citi- 
zens Advisory  Committee  is  try- 
ing to  arrange).  He  would  be  a 
great  addition  to  the  tour  as  he 
grew  up  at  Schlage. 

He  told  us  abou  t  a  display  of  locks 
that  he  thinks  might  be  in  the  Colo- 
rado offices,  and  also  wonders  what 
happened  to  a  plaque  that  hung  on 
the  wall  listing  the  SL  employees 
who  were  killed  in  World  War  II. 
These  two  items  would  be  a  won- 
derful addition  to  any  display  of 
the  history  of  the  company. 

The  Schlage  Lock  site  and  build- 
ings have  been  identified  as  a  his- 
torical resource  because  of  their 
significance  to  industry,  economy, 
and  industrial  as  well  as  office  ar- 
chitecture. The  office  building  a  t  the 
corner  of  Bayshore  and  Blanken 
will  be  preserved  as  a  community 
resource.  But  the  factory  and  later 
office  buildings  and  garage  are  al- 
most certainly  all  slated  for  demo- 
lition. The  CAC  Historic  Sub-com- 
mittee has  been  provided  with  the 
Historic  Resources  Technical  Re- 
port prepared  by  Carey  &  Co.,  Inc., 
of  all  the  historic  buildings  in  the 
Redevelopment  Area  which  in- 
cludes Schlage  as  well  as  Leland 
Avenue  and  the  west  side  of 
Bayshore,  so  there  has  been  a  lot  of 
discussion  about  how  to  preserve 
the  history  when  the  site  is  cleared 


and  development  begins. 

There  are  many  possibilities:  a 
collection  of  photographs,  both 
historical  and  current;  preserva- 
tion of  pieces  and  elements  of  the 
buildings  that  can  be  saved  be- 
fore demolition  and  then  incor- 
porated into  the  new  develop- 
ment for  example  a  flag  pole,  red- 
wood ceilings,  warehouse  win- 
dows, etc.;  oral  and  video  inter- 
views with  former  workers;  a 
video  'tour'  with  former  work- 
ers; and  community  tours  before 
demolition  so  that  Valley  resi- 
dents can  know  what  the  com- 
pany meant  to  the  residents  dur- 
ing its  tenure  here.  A  history  dis- 
play might  be  lodged  in  the  old 
office  building  where  it  would  be 
accessible  to  everyone. 

Everyone  in  the  community  is 
invited  to  attend  the  CAC  meet- 
ings held  on  the  second  Tuesday 
of  each  month,  and  also  the  His- 
tory sub-committee  meetings  held 
on  the  second  Thursday,  at  the 
Sunset  Scavenger  building  on 
Tunnel  Avenue  (across  the  street 
from  the  train  station).  And  of 
course,  you  are  also  welcome  to 
stop  in  at  Joe  Leland's  (next  to  the  B 
of  A  parking  lot  on  Leland  Avenue) 
to  view  the  development  design 
drawings.  More  about  Schlage's 
history  will  be  shared  in  future 
Grapevine  articles. 
Wianks  to  Edie  Epp>  and  Russel  Mamie 


Summer  in  City  a  Great  Time  to  "Shape-Up  San  Francisco" 


DOTS  *  CURLS  CLUBS 


Boys  &  Girls  Clubs  of  San  Francisco 
2008  Summer  Programs 


regular  business  hours,  with  ap-  vbtmoon valley grapewe •  awe  nos-s 
propriate  documents,  to  enroll  in  sfreconline.org.  For  complete  infor- 
Auser^gutfetothesummerprogramsof  swimming,  they  can  float  around  to  be  explored.  Natural  Areas  are  any  Recreation  and  Park  Depart-  mation  on  Recreation  and  Park  De- 
theSF  Recreation  and  Park  Department  to  their  hearts'  content  every  day  remnants  of  San  Francisco's  his-  ment  program.  For  more  details  partment  programs,  please  call 
In/ Mayor  Gavin Newsom  of  the  week.  toric  landscape  and  contain  rich  on  creating  your  family  account,  (415)  831-2700,  or  visit  www.parks. 

Summer  is  upon  us  and  there  are  Sports  and  diverse  plant  and  animal  please  call  3-1-1,  or  visit  www.  sfgov.org. 

hundreds  of  reasons  to  turn  off  the    What's  a  summer  without  communities  that  differ  dramati-  r  i;/        •  n  •  ...  p.'    ft  i  t„ 

television  this  season  and  discover,  sports?  From  football  and  soccer  cally  from  one  another.  These  com-  ^aillOmia  ^JdS  1  HCeS  rVeep  VjOUlg  Up 
or  rediscover,  what  your  local  park  to  baseball  and  tennis,  Recre-  munihes  include  oak  woodlands, 

or  recreation  center  has  in  store  ation  and  Parks  provides  sum-  creeks,  lakes,  grasslands,  dunes,  The  list  of  California  ahes  with  signals  a  new  era  for  consumers 
for  you  mer  leagues,  tournaments  and  scrub  and  rock  outcrops.  In  many  average  gas  pnces  over  $4  a  gallon  statewide." 

Our  city's  Recreation  and  Park  clinics  for  just  about  every  sport  cases,  these  nature  preserves  are  just  keeps  getting  longer.  According  The  most  expensive  average  gas 
Department  offers  an  array  of  qual-  imaginable,  for  just  about  every  the  only  places  where  wildlife  to  a  mid- May  report  from  AAA  of  price  in  the  California  communities 
ity  affordable  activities  and  pro-  playing  level.  such  as  the  Red-tailed  Hawk,  Cray  Northern  California,  there  were  13  where  AAA  monitors  fuel  costs 

erams  for  kids  of  all  ages  Someof  Midnight  Music  Fox,  Great-horned  Owl,  and  San  cities  in  California  with  an  average  was  mTahoe  City  and  Yreka,  where 

these  programs  are  traditional     Midnight  Music  is  a  citywide  mu-  Francisco  Garter  Snake  still  re-  over  $4  a  gallon.  unleaded  gas  sold  for  $4.10  per  gal- 

ones-  trusty  standards  like  the  sic  program  that  provides  children  side,  reproduce  and  play.  Gas  prices  continued  to  set  Ion  The  lowest  pnce  among  North- 

ones  you  and  I  may  have  partici-  with  the  opportunity  toleam  how  Community  Gardening  records  up  and  down  the  state  of  ern  California  cities  tracked  by 

pated  in  when  we  were  young-  to  express  themselves  innovatively  The  San  Francisco  Recreation  California,  with  the  statewide  av-  AAA  was  in  Pleasanton,  San  Rafael 
sters  Others  are  new  innovative  and  creatively  through  music.  The  and  Park  Department  also  sup-  erage  cost  for  a  gallon  of  regular  and  Tracy,  where  gas  cost  an  aver- 
proerams  that  cater  to  the  inter-  program  provides  children,  youth  ports  and  manages  a  program  of  gasoline  on  May  13  at  a  record  high  age  of  $3.90  per  gallon,  25  cents 
ests  of  today's  youth  and  teens  with  free  lessons,  con-  approximately  40  community  $3.94,  a  22-cent  increase  since  the  higher  than  the  lowest  pnce  in  last 

If  you  haven't  done  so  in  a  while,  certs,  road  shows,  workshops  and  gardens  on  City-owned  property,  last  AAA  gas  price  report  on  April  month's  AAA  report 
1  invite  you  to  take  a  closer  look  at  outings,  all  led  by  professionals  in  Each  garden  is  operated  by  a  R  Throughout  Northern  C^orrua 

what  Recreation  and  Parks  has  to  the  local  music  industry.  group  of  committed  volunteers     The  cost  of  crude  oil  the  raw  ma-  the  average  pnce  was  $3.%,  up  23 

offer  this  summer  Project  Insight  who  grow  ornamentals  and  pro-  tenal  from  which  gasoline  is  made,  cents  since  the  last  AAA  gas  pnce 

Day  Camps  Project  Insight's  programs  for  duce  for  personal  use  on  personal  continues  to  drive  retail  fuel  prices  report  In  the  Bay  Area,  the  average 

Our  dly's  day  camp  programs  the  Deaf  and  visually  impaired  and  shared  plots.  higher.  A  new  record  was  recently  price  was  $4  02,  an  increase  of  16 

continue  to  be  some  of  the  most  serve  young  people,  ages  6-19,    Special  Note:  The  San  Francisco  set  for  crude  oil  at  $126  a  barrel.  The  cents  from  last  month, 
popular  programs  in  the  city  with  recreation-based  programs  Recreation  and  Park  Department  rule  of  thumb  in  the  crude  oil  -     The  nationwide  average  pnce  of 
year  after  year  offering  a  variety  focusing  on  building  physical,  has  implemented  a  new  registra-  gasoline  relationship  is  for  every  self-serve  regular  gasoline  was 
of  themes  from  sports  and  the  social,  and  living  skills.  Programs  tion  process  for  its  recreation  pro-  dollar  a  barrel  of  crude  oil  goes  up,  $3.73,  a  40-cent  increase  from  last 
arts  to  cooking  and  nature.  Other  are  conducted  in  American  Sign  gram  offerings.  To  register  for  any  gasoline  usually  follows  with  an  month's  report, 
specialty  camps  include  a  science  Language  but  students  of  all  lan-  RPD  program  from  this  point  for-  increase  of  15  cents  a  gallon.  The  least  expensive  gasoline  in  the 

camp  run  by  the  Randall  Mu-  guage  abilities  are  accepted  into  ward,  you  will  need  to  create  a  "These  pnces  are  exactly  where  country  was  found  in  Casper,  Wyo- 
seum  and  Art  in  the  Park  camp  the  programs.  "Family  Account"  that  includes  all  the  Energy  Department  forecasted  ming  and  Tucsoa  Arizona,  where 

at  the  Sharon  Art  Studio  in  For  the  Entire  Family  members  of  your  family.  When  they  would  be  -  for  June,"  said  the  average  price  of  gas  was  $3.45 

Golden  Gate  Park.  Volunteer  Program  you  establish  your  account,  it  will  Michael  Geeser,  spokesperson  for  The  highest  average  pnce  among 

Latchkey  Summer  Program  There  are  many  opportunities  allow  for  a  quicker  and  simpler  AAA  of  Northern  California.  "The  the  lower  48  states  was  in  Tahoe 

Our  city's  after  school  Latchkey  for  citizens  to  volunteer  with  the  registration  process  in  the  future,  fact  that  we  are  already  paying  City  and  Yreka,  California  where  the 
program  provides  full-time  pro-  Recreation  and  Park  Department.  Please  visit  the  McLaren  Lodge  more  than  anticipated,  along  with  price  was  $4.10  The  highest  pnce  in 
camming  for  school-age  children  Volunteer  activities  include  gar-  Annex,  501  StanyanStreet.be-  the  realization  that  we're  paying  the  nation  was  in  Wailuku,  Hawaii, 
during  the  summer  With  13  sites  deningand  ecological  restoration,  tween  Fell  and  Stanyan  streets,  about  50  cents  more  for  gas  than  on  the  island  of  Mam,  where  a  gal- 
throuehout  the  city,  Latchkey  is  leading  nature  walks,  coaching  Monday  through  Friday,  during  we  were  a  year  ago  at  this  time  Ion  of  regular  cost  $4. 18. 
one  of  our  more  popular  and  af-  soccer,  tutoring  students  in  after 
fordable  summer  programs,  serv-  school  programs,  working  with 
ing  hundreds  of  kids  per  year  at  seniors  and  more.  Each  year,  ap- 
roughly  $20  per  week.  Activities  proximately  12,000  park  volun- 
include  sports,  arts  and  crafts,  teer  slots  are  filled  and  42,500 
games,  basic  cooking  lessons  and  hours  of  physical  labor  are  do- 
weekly  field  trips  to  Bay  Area  nated  to  the  Department's  parks; 
amusement  parks.  500  registered  recreation  volun- 

Aquatics  teers  contribute  to  a  variety  of 

Learning  to  swim  at  one  of  San  athletic,  art  and  cultural  pro- 
Francisco's  nine  public  swimming  grams, 
pools  is  almost  a  prerequisite  for  Natural  Areas 
city  residents.  Swimming  lessons  The  city  has  a  diverse  array  of 
are  available  daily,  Monday  parks  and  open  spaces  —  500 
through  Friday,  or,  if  your  kids  just  acres  of  which  are  considered 
want  to  do  some  recreational  Natural  Areas  —  that  are  waiting 

Bill  to  Create  State  Health  Care  Program 

b\j  Senator  Leland  Yee  need.  In  additioa  parents  of  eligible 

It  has  become  increasingly  appar-  children  for  all  families  within  250 
ent  that  our  health  care  system  is  in  percent  of  the  federal  poverty  level 
crisis.  With  over  six  million  Califor-  will  be  covered,  which  increases  the 
nians  going  without  health  insur-  odds  that  their  children  will  also  be 
ance,  it  is  dear  that  steps  must  be  brought  under  the  umbrella  of  medi- 
taken  to  expand  our  access  to  health  cal  coverage, 
care.  While  the  fight  continues  to  es-  The  bill  also  takes  great  steps  for- 
tablish  single  payer  health  care  by  ward  in  terms  of  outreach.  Health 
moving  SB  840  to  the  governor's  facilities  will  be  required  to  inform  a 
desk,  we  must  continue  to  push  to  child's  parents  about  the  Cal-Health 
bring  more  people,  most  of  all  our  program,  and  if  time  is  of  the  essence, 
children,  into  existing  programs.  It  they  can  apply  for  the  program  after 
was  in  this  spirit  that  I  introduced  the  necessary  medical  procedure  is 
Senate  Bill  1 459.  performed.  No  one  should  be  denied 

Senate  Bill  1 459  will  create  the  Cali-  medical  care  because  they  have  not 
fomia  Health  Care  Program  (Cal-  yet  finished  filling  out  paperwork. 
Health),  which  would  provide  In  addition,  preschools  and  el- 
health  care  coverage  to  370,000  Cali-  ementary  and  secondary  schools 
fomians  that  are  currently  without  will  be  given  information  about  the 
health  insurance.  Included  in  this  program  to  distribute  to  parents, 
number  are  approximately  200,000  expanding  awareness  of  the  pro- 
children.  Cal-Health  will  allow  the  gram  and  bringing  more  people  into 
State  to  draw  additional  Federal  the  system. 

funding  on  a  2  to  1  basis.  In  addition  Senate  Bill  1 459  has  the  support  of 
to  the  elimination  of  red  tapeanddu-  many  health  care  advocacy  groups, 
plicative  programs,  this  should  save  not  the  least  of  which  being  the  Cali- 
Califomia  anywhere  from  $41  to  fomia  Nurses  Association.  "We  are 
$100  million  dollars  a  year.  proud  to  support  Senator  Yee's  SB 

Senate  Bill  1459  works  by  presum-  1459  because  it  would  result  in  re- 
ing  that  children  are  eligible  for  ei-  during  the  number  of  Califomians 
ther  Medi-Cal  or  Healthy  Families,  without  a  health  plan,"  said  Donna 
which  approximately  two-thirds  of  Gerber,  President  of  the  CAN.  "The 
them  are,  which  will  lower  admin-  current  administrative  waste  and 
istrative  overhead,  and  result  in  cumbersome  eligibility  process  is  fi- 
more  immediate  care  for  children  in  nancially  indefensible  in  the  midst 

Re^omRallyfw  ^^"p^ttS 

City  Budget  Priorities     budget  year  for  getting  hundreds  of 


More  than  50  religious  leaders 
from  diverse  faith  traditions  will 
gather  in  a  dramatic  presentation 


thousands  of  children  the  healthcare 
they  need  and  deserve  now." 
The  battle  to  provide  adequate 


to  influence  San  Francisco's  bud-  health  care  to  the  people  of  Califor- 
get  priorities  for  poor  and  home-  nia  continues.  While  a  single-payer 
less  people  at  City  Hall  (South  Light  system  is  the  end  result  we  are  look- 
Court)  on  Thursday,  June  5  from  in8  ior>  Senate  Bill  1459  is  a  vital  step 
10:30  to  11:30  a.m.  The  event  is  in  the  process  to  rrtake  sure  all  of  our 
sponsored  by  Religious  Witness  residents  have  the  tools  to  live  long 
with  Homeless  People.  and  healthy  lives 


Clubhouse 
Locations 

4*4  Cmwtw  tc^Sfi^SJ 
1W4  P*a>  U. 


n*M*  C«IAU«4 

4U4J1  .^?0 
411  in  fZt 


IIS  Jo..,  tt. 

Tmwi  hb» A  CatoVWwi* 
441  UckkAt  A,*. 
4J4J4MJU 

4U-2JM144 

UlaH.  Mayi  Bay*  4>  Cirfa 
CWkatlUatan  f^mi 
lHkkk*&»*4 
41*44*4140 

•C*ft»  Bu4A>ub*fe 


ExDrlicliCf  all  \\r  luxe  to  oftVr  thK  smninci  •! 

Btafc  Mrafrmity  <5l0i  -  ?»<1  n*  icchafa  k<  mi  v  jJ  Boa  Jfe  Guh  (     •  .-fSac 
FitbcttcoClubfeooM  tit*  Kuril  i.-^l  prntqutiba  it  ili  fen  ti>i  ptoeiBU  m  ow  4vf 

CMtJfftai  tfc*  am  .Luk'c  and  *t6tvhiy  de-  »U-f3Kt:  rdb:a:wa  and  ci:rrt  dnticc 
Lj*nt  Lfiltb  tod  lifr  -Auit  u>J  tpom  toe :•.  and  NKtOOtftOai   I>—  .:*t  tbr  rscac  ttflh: 
p»opan:  i^xt  tit  lOtJB  6  •>  U  dai/i  Juar  16  tkcugh  Aqfmt  13)  Tk#:4  HMrtffNrf  >» 
HpStthnffi*  tt#  Mc:t9n  Qubbou.t  <**>::  iptti  to  Oft  CuMomi  :r«ff:v  !fg*  -p 

t  Jib  Bird  Sp«u]  i SI 50)  -  Pacl«f*  ■xkain  dxcp  off  at  a  am  ok!  al.  Offhf  tearfo  of 

3jm<  N!rxobfi^sp  packar*  a'-rt4  abe-.*  Onh  iriiltok  »i  E%e*.uoi  Erro:  laroid 
and  Cofcanbu  Paj* 

tad  of  Sruos. Fkldtrip  -  c  c\*r-.  para  i!i  a  in  *  tafeidtip  v.  ±t  cad  >  J  m 
i^ti  piorjan^  Tirp-.  m  pfr-.xx;'.  \nr\  \a\t  UK»kd  Cntr.  AOKHCJ  and  IIL'aCHWOlId 

t',-l,i|l)  "iWfl  A  uvueek  vaian  i*ucinj  WUAOU)  uuL  eBDckaMnl  people 

i«  Bom  i  Cult  C  lub  zxzJix : -.  in  nac«i  tlzt*  -Jucup;  ux  To  apph  plrjM  nut  u-un 
pCOJCCOdbtcorcx  oci  or  call  (4 1 5)  M9«$*9Q  Tbe  i*vlline  Cot  ippbcaoom  i-.  April  4 

C  amp  MnmLkIM  -  Al  i;p         :»x  ipf fee  pj;tuJ  (cboUnhipi  is.1  iu\  aneod  foi 
as  bril*  »:  S*0  <  :ijnduJ  ut*     |45Q  fox  a  lC-il»\  tetMOB)  Located  a  a  beauafJ  red- 
>  >od  bml  V.  iinp  (IcfldKiBO  offer,  a  IMadtGtial  :<aip  <\[<nrD;<  for  \ojc  f4fL: 
to  .4  and  teri  -tajaj*'.  1 '  *o  I  "  AcUnhiM  UK'lude  hont^tct  uiio;  »aiff  jpoen 
w:ut:iin  y±  Jit  iniit;  p<i :.v  aj;h<r.  ea.  j;cjnrn;a.  cducaucc  izft  :  i&ictul 
.<cre  <cur.e  •jlet.'vLau;  cacspfcet  and  c-.rnugi*  cook  car  *.  Refittratioc  it  a-.uLabte 
■J  all ChlbiMUMi  ott^e*  ai         campejraicvu.0  c.'|  or  b%  calbttf  (41 5) 445^54 11 


C  lubbouse  Proframv  .» m I  Aciivitiff  Iuclutl#: 

SwuDnuoi     •  Educ.Miouai  Progxum      *  AmftCnAi 

•    HciJU:  jud  Li!r  Nkiliv        •  TVciuiolop 


Sailuic 
1  I'KU 


Sjka'uI  Sviomci  Evcnli 
ReciealMd  aud  G 


noes 


Trc:i  PioptJinv 
icMtnjh 


Pir-Rrgistei  Now  to  Hold  n  Place  in  Our  Summrr  Program! 

PlrJsc  irnixn  this  form  ro  voui  Clubhouse 


Xuuit  or  c  .'uUi  ot  Icfn 


S««  Mas  yti 
I      110  Bauc 

ST*  •  Ecd  of  **   TTI  Specia.  z  **<CTip 

M  "<   3«h  Bad  SjeciaJ 

C  ic;.« '  Ifjbcas  « itpi-up  a:  ma  local  C  habl 


Z        %2*   Eni  of  S'jmrxT  Sf>rcuJ  ?wld*3ip 

I        1150   Eah  BuiSfeoal 

Z        Camp  NC«r>iocuio  itian-.jp  f  von  .ocalCJub 


Motf  F.x  *t*  .„,,„»„,  rh»i  it  doc  » fell  ctpseacjoa  f«a» prototi  i  tMm&u  ro  -in  ibr^  ippbciiwioi  aauv 

to  iCaspW'fi  *'  'i*  C  iubhnr^  ubrrv  V0O        to  t^pj  up 


6 -JUNE  200e  VBTTACDNV»a£YGRA«VfC 


McLanen  Y3^  N^ws  and  Notes 

by  Betty  Parsliall 

improvements  in  the  Park 

Due  to  the  special  events  going  on  in  Visitacion  Valley  on 
Saturday,  May  17,  your  Valley  representative  could  not  attend 
the  regular  meeting  of  the  Friends  of  McLaren  Park,  so  next  month's 
column  will  be  a  'catch-up'  article  on  the  group's  activities. 

I  can  report  that  Yosemite  Marsh  still  has  newly-planted  areas 
fenced  off,  but  otherwise  the  paths  and  the  new  deck  that  crosses 
the  pond  are  open,  and  the  new  benches  and  tables  are  installed. 
One  worker  there  said  that  the  planted  areas  will  be  fenced  off  for 
a  while  to  give  the  plants  a  chance  to  get  well  established.  But 
proof  that  the  renovation  is  a  success  was  the  appearance  of  a 
pair  of  mallards  and  their  ducklings  within  a  few  weeks  of  the 
pond  being  filled. 

One  essential  item  is  missing  from  this  beautiful  site,  a  garbage 
can.  Many  people  had  voluntarily  put  garbage  in  an  old  metal 
utility  bin,  but  that  is  now  covered  with  a  black  plastic  bag.  People 
are  still  bagging  garbage  and  placing  it  on  top  of  this  structure. 
Let's  all  give  the  maintenance  supervisor,  Brian,  a  call  and  ask 
him  if  a  garbage  can  will  be  placed  at  Yosemite  Marsh.  Brian  can 
be  reached  at  415-337-4700. 

People  walking  around  the  reservoir  and  McNab  Lake  are  also 
enjoying  the  ducklings  that  have  hatched  recently.  There  is  usually 
a  high  attrition  rate,  as  raccoons,  hawks  and  other  wildlife 
consider  ducklings  a  great  appetizer  or  snack;  currently  at  McNab 
you  can  see  ducklings  at  different  stages,  1  half-grown,  4  a  little 
smaller,  and  a  group  of  1 1  very  little  guys.  The  one  mother  duck  at 
the  reservoir  rates  as  a  champion,  since  she  started  with  12  and 
still  has  nine  little  ones  after  three  or  four  weeks.  It's  also  nice  to 
hear  a  redwing  blackbird  singing  from  a  tree  on  one  of  the  islands 
at  McNab  Lake  -  the  birds  were  temporarily  displaced  by  the 
work  done  at  the  marsh. 

The  garbage  can  note  prompts  the  next  item;  controlling  litter 
in  the  park  is  always  a  challenge.  Not  only  are  many  people 
careless,  the  wind  carries  papers  and  bags  to  the  park,  and  wild 
animals  scatter  picnic  leavings.  Every  day  I  can  fill  at  least  one 
market  plastic  bag  with  garbage.  The  day  I  forgot  to  bring  bags 
from  home,  I  was  able  to  pick  a  few  up  from  the  ground  as  I 
started  to  walk  the  dog. 

This  is  a  plea  to  help  keep  McLaren  and  all  our  parks  beautiful 
and  Utter-free.  Thinking  about  how  long  it  takes  for  common  items 
to  biodegrade  in  a  natural  area  may  encourage  you: 

*Cigarerte  butt  -  12  years 

•Aluminum  can  -  80  to  100  years 

•Plastic  bag  -  10  to  20  years 

•Plastic  bottles  and  foam  cups  -  NEVER 

A  leaf  that  falls  to  the  ground  takes  about  a  year  to  break  down 
to  its  natural  elements,  but  a  leaf  that  goes  into  land  fill  never 
biodegrades  because  it  lacks  the  light,  water  and  bacterial  activity 
to  do  so.  Every  piece  of  petroleum-based  plastic  still  exists;  it  breaks 
down  into  smaller  and  smaller  pieces,  always  with  us  unless  it  is 
incinerated.  Let's  all  do  our  best  to  dispose  of  items  properly,  recycle 
as  much  as  possible,  and  teach  the  youngsters  to  do  so  too. 

The  next  workday  at  McNab  Lake  is  Saturday,  June  14  from  10 
a.m.  to  12  noon,  raking  the  weeds  out  of  the  water.  The  lake  is 
looking  much  better  because  of  water  treatment  and  previous 
workdays,  so  join  the  congenial  group  and  help.  Rakes  are  provided. 
The  next  meeting  of  the  Friends  of  McLaren  Park  is  Saturday,  june 
21,  10  a.m.  to  12  noon,  at  the  Louis  Sutter  Roundhouse  by  McNab 
Lake.  Everyone  is  welcome,  refreshments  provided. 


Nostalgic  Photo  Exhibit  at  WES June  Graduation 


Seventy -eight  fifth  graders  at 
Visitacion  Valley  Elementary 
School  (WES)  will  be  pro- 
moted to  middle  school  on 
Thursday,  June  12  at  10  a.m. 

As  usual,  the  promotion  cer- 
emony will  be  quite  formal  and 
upbeat,  with  all  students  re- 
ceiving recognition  for  indi- 
vidual academic  performance 

Two  WES  students  will  earn 
the  Cheryl  Hackett  Award"  for 
resiliency. 

Cash  awards  this  year  will 
be  sponsored  by  the  local 
Lion's  Club.  Guest  speaker  will 
be  Hydra  Mendoza,  School 
Board  member  and  education 
advisor  to  Mayor  Newsom. 

At  this  event,  parents,  guard- 
ians, friends  and  alumni  of  Little 
Vis  will  get  to  see  a  small  photo 
exhibit  of  vintage  pictures  of  the 
school  and  it's  students  from  the 
1940s  and  1950s. 

The  WES  archives  also  con- 
tain documents  of  the  school 
PTA,  it's  minutes,  flyers  for  its 
events  and  other  newspaper 
clippings. 

For  the  third  time  in  four 
years,  WES  students  received 
a  state  Title  I  Achieving  School 
Award  from  the  California  De- 
partment of  Education  with  an 
API  score  of  804.  A  plaque  and 
banner  were  presented  by 
State  Superintendent  of  Schools 
Jack  O'Connell. 
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Vintage  photos  of  WES  students  will  be  on  display  during  the  graduation. 


Register  Now  for  Recreation  and  Parks  Summer  Activities 

San  Francisco  Recreation  and  St.  at  Mason  Street;  Eureka  Val-  Way;  or  McLaren  Lodge,  501 
Parks  2008  summer  activity  ley  Recreation  Center,  100  Stanyan  St.  Hours  vary  at  loca- 
registration  opens  on  May  31  Collingwood  St.  at  18th  Street;  tions.  Enroll  to  secure  your 
at  10  a.m.  SOMA/Eugene  Friend  Rec  Cen-  space! 

Participants  can  register  for  ter,  270  6th  St.  at  Folsom  Street;  San  Francisco  Recreation  and 
their  favorite  summer  activities  Glen  Park  Recreation  Center,  70  Park  Department  offers  assis- 
by  first  setting  up  a  family  account  Elk  St.  at  Chenery  Street;  Mission  tance  to  eligible  San  Francisco 
online  at  wwsfRecOnline.org  Recreation  Center,  2450  Harrison  residents  through  its  Recreation 
through  Friday,  June  13  Neighbor-  St.  at  20th  Street;  Sunset  Recre-  Scholarship  Fund.  To  find  out  If 
hood  day  camps  are  also  accessible  ation  Center,  2201  Lawton  St.  at  you  are  eligible  and  to  partici- 
under  a  new  Day  Camps  section.  29th  Avenue;  Randall  Museum  pate  in  the  scholarship  program, 

Registration  and  a  family  ac-  (closed  Mondays),  199  Museum  please  call  (415)  831-6800 
count  can  also  be  done  at  any  of 
the  neighborhood  registration 
sites  during  open  registration,  in- 
cluding: Palega  Recreation  Cen- 
ter, 500  Felton  St.  at  Holyoke 
Street;  Richmond  Recreation 
Center,  251  18th  Ave.  at  Clement 
Street;  Joe  DiMaggio  Playground 
(closed  Mondays),  651  Lombard 


California  New  Home  Market  Now  Close  to  the  Bottom 


SACRAMENTO  -  While  the 
pace  of  sales  at  California  new- 
home  communities  continued  to 


miniums  were  down  66  percent,  see  substantial  improvements  for 

Compared  with  the  same  pe-  the  building  industry." 
riod  last  year,  the  median  base    Robert  Rivinius,  CBIA's  Presi- 
remain  slow  in  March,  year-over-  price  of  homes  sold  was  down  12  dent  and  CEO,  said  the  statistics 
year  sales  declines  are  steadily  percent.  should  send  messages  to  both 

shrinking,  adding  to  mounting 
evidence  that  the  bottom  of  the 

current  housing  cycle  is  near,  the  higher  than  levels  seen  in  Febru-  18  months  and  to  policy- makers. 

ary,  which  is  typical  as  March 
tends  to  be  one  of  the  strongest 
months  of  the  year  for  new  home 


Non-seasonally  adjusted  total  prospective  homebuyers  who 
new-home  sales  were  1 2  percent  have  been  on  the  fence  for  the  past 


"As  the  market  decline  ap- 
pears to  be  coming  to  an  end,  it 
is  likely  that  incentives  and  fur- 


California  Building  Industry  As- 
sociation reported  today. 

The  monthly  CBIA/Hanley 
Wood  Market  Intelligence  (HWMI) 
New  Home  Sales  and  Pricing  Re- 
port showed  that  new  home  sales  lower  than  in  February, 
in  March  were  49  percent  below 

March  2007.  While  a  significant  de-  Published  Research  for  HWMI, 

dine,  the  drop  is  an  improvement  notes  the  trend  in  year-over-year  possible  that  as  buyers  return 


sales.  Median  base  sales  prices  ther  price  drops  will  also  be 
statewide  were  just  0.5  percent  coming  to  an  end.  And  with  in- 
ventory levels  falling  and  hous- 
Jonathan  Dienhart,  Director  of  ing  starts  at  their  lowest  level 

since  World  War  11,  it  is  also  quite 


from  the  year-over-year  decline  of  sales  percentages  could  indicate  to  the  market  we  will  see  prices 


over  57  percent  in  February. 
During  March,  3,565  homes  and 


the  bottom  is  near.  harden  quickly.  Prospective 
"Last  year,  new-home  sales  de-  buyers  should  take  advantage  of 
condominiums  were  sold  in  the  clined  from  February  to  March,  the  buyer's  market  while  they 
subdivisions  tracked  by  Costa  bucking  typical  seasonality  still  can,"  Rivinius  said. 
Mesa-based  HWMI,  compared  to  trends,"  Dienhart  said.  "This  "But  to  help  guarantee  that  the 
6,954  in  March  2007.  Sales  of  year  March  sales  exceeded  those  housing  industry  rebounds  as 
single-family  homes  dropped  by  of  February,  which  is  the  ex-  quickly  as  possible,  creating  jobs 
44  percent,  while  sales  of  pected  direction.  Additionally,  for  and  higher  tax  revenues  for  gov- 
townhomes  and  "plexes"  -  du-  the  third  consecutive  month  the  emment,  policy-makers  need  to  act 
plexes,  triplexes,  etc.  -  were  down  year-over-year  decline  in  new-  quickly  to  enact  reforms  that  will 
40  percent  and  sales  of  condo-  home  sales  has  shrunk,  suggest-  spur  sales  and  new  construction." 
  ing  the  market  may  be  bottom- 

Crossword  Puzzle  Solution  ing  out 

Dienhart  also  suggested  that 
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He  said  Congress  needs  to  pass 
economic  stimulus  legislation 
now  being  debated  that  would 
while  2008  may  be  the  bottom  of  make  permanent  higher  guaran- 
tiee housing  market,  the  path  to  teed  loan  limits  and  creating  a 
recovery  won't  be  immediate. 
"With    challenges   in  the 
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temporary  tax  credit  For 
homebuyers,  and  that  the  state 
broader  economy,  the  housing  Legislature  needs  to  quickly  pass 
market  will  likely  take  longer  CBIA-sponsored  legislation  to 
than  expected  to  start  recovery,"  give  builders  more  time  to  be- 
he  said.  "A  return  to  more  tradi-  gin  construction  on  already-ap- 
tional  housing  demand  drivers  proved  projects  and  to  defer  col- 
means  we  will  need  job  growth  lection  of  impact  fees  until  a 
and  positive  economic  trends  to  home  is  sold. 


Visitacion  Valley  History  Project 

try  Betty  Parshall 

Buying  Groceries  on  the  Hill 

Last  month's  story  about  the  closing  of  the  KC  Market,  located  on 
the  comer  of  Wilde  Avenue  and  Rutland  Street,  recalled  a  couple  of 
anecdotes  about  the  original  owner  of  the  store. 

Built  in  1926  according  to  the  assessor's  records,  the  store  was 
called  the  Visitacion  View  Grocery  and  Meat  Market.  The  phone 
number  was  RAndolph  4855,  for  those  of  you  who  remember  when 
telephone  exchanges  had  names.  The  store  owner's  name  was  Pete, 
and  1  omit  his  last  name  to  protect  the  innocent. 

Harry  Pierce,  one  of  our  oral  history  contributors,  grew  up  on 
Tioga  Avenue,  just  one  block  down  the  hill  from  the  store,  and  his 
family  shopped  there  regularly.  As  many  small  store  owners  did 
back  then,  Pete  let  his  customers  run  up  a  bill,  and  the  Pierce  family 
would  do  this,  paying  the  debt  every  couple  of  weeks.  One  evening, 
Harry's  mother  asked  him  to  run  up  to  the  store  for  a  few  carrots 
for  the  stew  she  was  cooking.  When  Harry  brought  the  carrots  to 
the  counter,  Pete  told  him,  "You  can't  have  these  until  you  pay  off 
your  bill.  It's  over  two  weeks  old."  So  Harry  went  home,  the  stew 
had  no  carrots  that  evening,  and  the  Pierce  family  paid  the  bill  and 
never  went  back  there  again. 

My  parents  bought  their  home  on  Wilde  Avenue,  just  four  doors 
away  from  the  corner  store,  in  1933.  Mom  did  her  bread  and  milk 
shopping  at  Pete's,  but  also  went  'down  the  Valley'  a  couple  of 
times  a  week  for  meat  and  other  groceries.  One  day,  she  reached 
the  top  of  the  hill  with  her  bag  of  groceries  and  as  she  paused  to 
catch  her  breath  (no  bus  in  those  days!)  Pete  came  out  of  the  store 
and  yelled  across  the  intersection,  "Why  are  you  shopping 
somewhere  else,  I  have  meat  and  everything  you  need,  you  should 
do  your  shopping  here!"  Mom  never  set  foot  in  that  store  again, 
and  taught  her  children  not  to,  either.  Guttner's  grocery  store  was 
a  little  farther  away  in  the  opposite  direction,  and  that's  where  our 
daily  bread  and  milk  business  went. 

Clarence  Guttner  had  taken  over  the  business  his  father  started, 
and  he  and  his  wife  Edna  became  good  friends  of  my  parents.  He 
was  a  very  early  neighborhood  activist  and  served  many  years  as 
president  of  the  Reis-Paul  Tract  Improvement  Club,  the  group  that 
brought  to  the  neighborhood  the  first  community  service  bus,  the 
El  Dorado  Home  School  (originally  a  kindergarten  through  third 
grade  school)  and  fought  the  fight  to  keep  the  school  district  from 
selling  land  to  the  Recreation  &  Parks  Department,  the  site  where 
Visitacion  Valley  Middle  School  now  stands.  As  a  grocer,  Clarence 
kept  his  prices  reasonable,  had  a  wonderful  penny-candy  selection 
for  the  kids,  and  also  was  a  self-taught  radio  and  TV  repairman. 

Poor  Pete,  he  did  keep  many  customers  and  his  business  until  he 
reached  retirement  age,  but  he  missed  out  on  many  friendships 
with  his  marketing  techniques. 

The  Visitacion  Valley  History  Project  would  enjoy  hearing  from  people  who 
remember  their  local  comer  grocery  store.  E-mail  Betty  Parshall  bparshai@nash  .net 
or  drop  me  a  line  at  386  Wilde  Ave ,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 34. 
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Green  Computers 

Dear  EarthTalk:  My  old  com- 
puter finally  bit  the  dust  and  I  am 
in  the  market  for  a  replacement. 
Are  there  any  particularly 
"green"  computers  for  sale  these 
days?  -Brian  Smith,  Nashua,  NH 

Thanks  in  part  to  pressure  from 
non-profits  like  Greenpeace  Inter- 
national —  which  has  published 
quarterly  versions  of  its  landmark 
"Guide  to  Greener  Electronics" 
since  2006  —  computer  makers 
now  understand  that  consumers 
care  about  the  environmental  foot- 
prints of  the  products  they  use. 

The  latest  version  of  Greenpeace's 
guide  gives  high  marks  to  Toshiba, 
Lenovo,  Sony  and  Dell  for  increas- 
ing the  recyclability  of  their  com- 
puters and  reducing  toxic  compo- 
nents and  so-called  "e-waste" 
(refuse  from  discarded  electronic  de- 
vices and  components).  The  group 
also  credits  Apple,  HP  and  Fujitsu 
for  making  strides  toward  greener 
products  and  manufacturing  pro- 
cesses, but  emphasizes  that  even 
such  top  ranked  companies  have 
lots  of  room  for  improvement  when 
it  comes  to  the  environment 

PC  Magazine,  the  leading  com- 
puter publication  for  consumer  and 
business  users,  recently  assessed 
dozens  of  personal  computers  ac- 
cording to  environmental  standards 
it  developed  in-house  based  on  en- 
ergy efficiency,  recyclability  and  the 
toxicity  of  components.  The  publi- 
cation also  factored  in  various 
"green"  certification  schemes  such 
as  the  U.S.  Environmental  Protec- 
tion Agency's  EnergyStar  program, 
the  European  Union's  Restriction  of 
Hazardous  Substances  (RoHS)  di- 
rective, Taiwan's  Greenmark  and 
the  computer  industry's  own  Elec- 
tronic Products  Environmental  As- 
sessment Tool  (EPEAT). 

The  top  choices  for  green  desktop 
computers,  according  to  PC,  are 
Apple's  Mac  Mini,  Zonbu's  Desktop 
Mini,  HP  Compaq's  2710p  and 
dc7800,  Lenovo's  ThinkCentre  a61e, 
and  Dell's  OptiPlex  755.  As  for 
laptops,  the  greenest  current  mod- 
els include  Dell's  Latitude  D630,  the 
Everex  Zonbu,  Fujitsu's  LifeBook 
S6510,  and  Toshiba's  Tecra  A9-S9013. 

Perhaps  more  important  than  the 
green-ness  of  your  new  computer 
is  what  you  do  with  the  old  one. 
Stuffing  it  into  the  trash  or  setting  it 
out  for  curbside  pick-up  may  be  the 
worst  thing  you  can  do  with  an  out- 
dated computer,  as  heavy  metals 
and  other  toxins  inevitably  get  free 
and  get  into  surrounding  soils  and 
water.  If  the  machine  still  works,  do- 
nate it  to  a  local  school  that  can  put 
it  to  use,  or  to  Goodwill  or  the  Sal- 
vation Army,  either  of  which  can 
re-sell  it  to  help  fund  their  programs. 
Another  option  is  to  donate  it  to  the 
National  Cristina  Foundation, 
which  places  outdated  technology 
with  needy  non-profits. 

Once  you've  gotten  rid  of  an  old 
computer  and  outfitted  yourself 
with  a  spiffy  new  green  one,  you 
might  just  want  to  score  a  few  green 
accessories.  Brooklyn,  New  York's 
Verdant  Computing,  which  bills  it- 
self as  a  purveyor  of  "the  greenest 
computer  products  on  the  web," 
sells  remanufactured  ink  and  toner 
cartridges,  laptop  cases  made  from 
recycled  plastic,  GreenDisk  CDs 
packaged  in  recycled  plastic  jewel 
cases,  solar-powered  MP3  accesso- 
ries, energy-saving  printers  and 
even  a  software  program, 
GreenPrint,  which  modifies  the 
print  programs  on  your  computer 
to  economize  on  paper  and  ink/ 
toner  use.  Verdant  also  has  most 
products  shipped  to  consumers  di- 
rectly from  the  manufacturers  to 
save  re-shipping. 

Dear  EarthTalk:  Are  there  any 
efforts  underway  to  green  the  air 
travel  industry?  It  seems  to  me 
that  it  must  be  one  dirty  business 
from  a  pollution  standpoint.  - 
Elias  Corey,  Seattle,  WA 

Environmental  battles  over  the 
siting  and  expansion  of  airports  are 
as  old  as  the  air  travel  industry  it- 


self, but  only  in  recent  years  have 
the  airlines  themselves  been  under 
pressure  to  go  green. 

And  there's  no  time  like  the 
present  for  the  industry  to  take  some 
action:  Air  pollution  from  commer- 
cial jets  is  a  growing  concern  among 
scientists,  as  is  air  travel's  role  in  cli- 
mate change  because  of  the  more 
acute  warming  effect  of  emissions 
when  they  are  disbursed  so  much 
closer  to  the  upper  atmosphere. 

According  to  the  Royal  Commis- 
sion on  Environmental  Pollution,  an 
independent  group  of  scientists  that 
advises  the  British  government, 
emissions  from  aircraft  will  likely 
be  one  of  the  major  contributors  to 
global  warming  by  the  year  2050. 
According  to  USA  Today,  on  a  flight 
from  New  York  to  Denver,  a  com- 
mercial jet  generates  between  "840 
to  1,660  pounds  of  carbon  dioxide 
per  passenger.  That's  about  what 
an  SUV  generates  in  a  month." 

Despite  still  gloomy  times  for  the 
industry  post-9/11,  a  few  are  ac- 
tually responding  to  the  call.  Vir- 
gin is  blazing  new  trails  as  part  of 
a  S3  billion  investment  in  energy 
efficiency.  The  company  is  experi- 
menting with  biodiesel  and  etha- 
nol  — fuels  derived  from  crops— 
and  has  invested  hundreds  of 
millions  of  dollars  in  ethanol-re- 
lated  businesses.  But  don't  expect 
to  ride  on  a  biofuel-powered  jet 
anytime  soon. 

Airplane  makers  are  getting  in  on 
the  act,  too.  Boeing  successfully 
flew  the  world's  first  hydrogen- 
powered,  fuel  cell  airplane  in  April 


2008.  A  company  spokesperson 
called  the  plane  — a  small  one- 
seater— '"-full  of  promises  for  a 
greener  future."  Boeing  is  working 
to  develop  a  commercial  version, 
but  uncertainties  about  hydrogen 
production  and  distribution  put 
this  advancement  well  into  the  fu- 
ture, too. 

So  what  can  consumers  do  to  fly 
greener  today?  Sharon  Beaulaurier 
of  CreenLight  magazine  suggests 
choosing  airlines  with  newer,  more 
fuel-efficient  fleets  such  as  JetBlue, 
Singapore  Airlines  or  Virgin.  She 
adds  that  direct  flights  are  better  than 
those  with  stopovers,  as  frequent 
take-offs  and  landings  use  more  fuel 
than  when  the  planes  are  cruising. 
She  also  recommends  avoiding  air- 
lines and  airports  with  bad  track 
records  for  delays,  which  leave 
planes  idling  and  spewing  green- 
house gases  for  hours  unnecessarily. 

The  National  Air  Traffic  Control- 
lers Association  (NATCA)  runs 
AvoidDelays.com,  which  helps  fli- 
ers choose  airlines  and  airports 
based  on  on-time  departures.  Air- 
lines with  poor  records  include 
American,  Atlantic  Southeast, 
Expressjet,  Mesa  and  United,  ac- 
cording to  NATCA,  which  also 
calls  Chicago's  Q Hare,  New  York's 
LaGuardia,  Newark,  Philadelphia 
and  San  Francisco  the  worst  air- 
ports for  catching  on-time  flights. 

Meanwhile,  the  European  Union 
wants  to  require  airlines  touching 
down  in  Europe  to  participate  in 
continent- wide  carbon  reduction 
programs  already  in  place 
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The  Scare  That  Just  Wasn't  There 
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BOMB  SQUAD 
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Our  roving  photographer  happened  upon  ths  scene  May  14  around  5  p.m. 
where  a  Bomb  Squad  van  was  summoned  to  Oty  Hall.  It  makes  one  wonder 
just  how  much  a  false  alarm  would  cost  the  taxpayers  of  San  Francisco. 


Events  in  June  at  the  Valley  Branch  Library 


Following  are  events  in  June  at 
the  Visitacion  Valley  Branch  Li- 
brary, 45  Leland  Ave.: 

"June  3,  10,  17  and  24,  Tuesday: 
Mother  Goose  on  the  Loose  with 
stories  songs  and  rhythms  for  for 
babies  and  toddlers  at  11:30  a.m. 

*June  3, 10  and  17,  Tuesday:  Pre- 
school Storytime  for  ages  3-5  at 
10:30  a.m. 

*June  11,  Wednesday:  Preschool 


Videos  for  ages  3-5  at  10:30  a.m. 

*June  24,  Tuesday:  Balloons  and 
Magic!  Mr.  Shap  amazes  with  his 
sleight  of  hand  and  balloon  art- 
istry at  10:30  a.m. 

*June  27,  Friday:  School  Age 
Crafts  for  ages  5-10  at  3  p.m. 

*June  30,  Monday:  Wild  Animal 
Trivia  Hunt  at  11  a.m.  Answer 
trivia  questions  correctly  for  a 
chance  to  win  a  prize. 


2500  BAYSHORE  BLVD.  (at  Visitacion) 
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Misconceptions  About  Lifetime  Sun  Exposure  Still  Abound 


Many  people  take  a  laissez-fair 
attitude  about  protecting  them- 
selves from  the  sun  because  they 
think  the  damage  is  already  done. 
Experts  have  known  for  quite  some 
time  that  this  is  not  the  case. 

"For  years,  dermatologists  be- 
lieved that  the  majority  of  sun  ex- 
posure was  received  before  the  age 
of  18,"  said  Dr.  Perry  Robins,  Presi- 
dent of  The  Skin  Cancer  Foundation. 
"We  now  know  that  the  damage  is 
typically  spread  out  over  the 
course  of  a  lifetime  and  that  all  of 
the  damage  matters,  yet  many 
people  still  don't  know  that  Thafs 
why  ifs  so  important  to  be  diligent 
about  sun  protection  at  every  age, 
especially  as  we  head  into  summer." 

As  reported  in  the  Sun  &  Skin 
News,  a  publication  of  The  Skin 
Cancer  Foundation,  a  multi-center 
study  led  by  Dianne  Godar,  PhD, 
showed  that  we  get  less  than  25 
percent  of  our  total  sun  exposure  by 
age  18.  Dr.  Godar 's  team  carefully 
analyzed  national  UVR  exposure 
data  over  a  two-year  period  as  well 
as  the  outdoor  activity  profiles  of 
almost  10,000  Americans  and  here's 
how  it  broke  out  ages  1-18,  22.73 
percent;  ages  19-40,  46.53  percent; 
ages  41-59,  73.7  percent;  ages  60- 
78,100  percent  Cumulative  average 
percentage  of  lifetime  sun  exposure 
are  based  on  a  78  year  lifespan. 

Sun  Safety  Tips  for  Active 
Lifestyles 

The  Skin  Cancer  Foundation  en- 
courages people  to  be  active  and 
enjoy  the  outdoors  while  still  pro- 
tecting themselves  from  the  sun.  A 
little  extra  effort  goes  a  long  way 
when  it  comes  to  sun  protection. 
Watch  the  time: 

The  sun  is  strongest  between  10 
a.m.  and  4  p.m.,  sorry  and  do  your 
activities  in  the  early  morning  or 
late  afternoon.  It's  cooler  during 
those  times  anyway  which  makes 
overheating  less  likely. 

*Use  a  sunscreen  of  SPF 1 5  or  higher 
whenever  you  are  outdoors. 

"Choose  a  sunscreen  with  ingredi- 
ents that  block  both  UVB  and 

Saturdays  are  Special 

The  Randall  Museum  offers 
drop-in,  hands-on  art  and  science 
workshops  every  Saturday  from 
1  to  4  p.m.  at  199  Museum  Way 
(off  Roosevelt,  above  the  Castro). 
Workshops  are  $3  per  child;  $5  for 
a  parent  and  child  combo.  All 
kids  under  8  must  be  with  a  pay- 
ing adult.  Call  554-9600  for  fur- 
ther information. 

*June  7:  Experience  the  art  of 
gyotaku,  Japanese  for  fish  printing, 
with  rubber  fish. 

*June  14:  Cut  glue,  and  create  your 
own  personal  fabric  flag  in  a 
myriad  of  textures  and  colors. 

*June  21 :  Make  a  large  Father's  Day 


UVA  rays. 

'Apply  liberally  and  evenly  to  all 
exposed  skin  before  you  go  outside. 
The  average  adult  in  a  bathing  suit 
should  use  approximately  one 
ounce  of  sunscreen  per  application. 
Not  using  enough  will  effectively 
reduce  the  product's  SPF  and  the 
protection  you  get 

*Be  sure  to  cover  often-missed  spots: 
lips,  ears,  around  eyes,  neck,  scalp  if 
hair  is  thinning,  hands,  and  feet 

•Reapply  at  least  every  2  hours, 
more  often  if  some  of  the  product 
may  have  wom  off  while  swim- 
ming, sweating,  or  towel-drying. 

•Choose  a  product  that  suits  your 
skin  and  your  activity.  Sunscreens 
are  available  in  lotion,  gel,  spray, 
cream,  and  stick  forms.  Some  are 
labeled  as  water  resistant,  sweat- 
proof,  or  especially  for  sports;  as  fra- 
grance-free, hypoallergenic,  or 
especially  for  sensitive  skin  or 
children. 

Cover-up  with  clothing: 

•Wear  long-sleeved  shirts  and  long 
pants.  Or,  opt  for  specially  made 
sun-protective  clothing  that  offers 
a  specific  UPF  (ultraviolet  protection 
factor)  number  and  may  be  more 
lightweight  and  comfortable  to 
wear.  The  Skin  Cancer  Foundation 
considers  a  UPF  of  30  or  higher  to  be 
very  good  protectioa 
•A  broad-brimmed  hat  goes  a  long 
way  toward  preventing  skin  can- 
cer in  often-exposed  areas  like  the 
neck,  ears,  scalp,  and  face  Opt  for  a 
3-4  inch  brim  that  extends  all 
around  the  hat  Baseball  caps  and 
visors  shade  the  face  but  leave  neck, 
lower  face,  and  ears  exposed. 
*UV-blocking  sunglasses  with 
wraparound  or  large  frames  pro- 
tect your  eyelids  and  the  sensi- 
tive skin  around  your  eyes,  com- 
mon sites  for  skin  cancer  and 
sun-induced  aging.  Sunglasses 
also  help  reduce  the  risk  of  cata- 
racts later  in  life. 

The  first  organization  in  the  U.S 
committed  to  educating  the  public 
and  medical  professionals  about 
sun  safety,  The  Skin  Cancer  Foun- 

at  Randall  Museum 

card  collage  and  use  our  laminator 
to  make  it  into  a  placemat  your  dad 
can  use. 

•June  28:  Boys  and  girls  alike  love 
to  discover  trie  magic  of  turning 
recycled  paper  into  beads  for  neck- 
laces and  bracelets. 

Other  regular  Saturday  activities 
include: 

•Morning  Family  Ceramics  from 
10  to  11:30  a.m.  ($5  per  person 
workshop  fee) 

•Meet  the  Animals  from  11:15a.m. 
to  12  noon. 

•Animal  Feeding  at  12  noon. 
•Golden  Gate  Model  Railroad  Club 
Exhibit  from  11  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 


dation  is  still  the  only  global  orga- 
nization solely  devoted  to  the  pre- 
vention, detection  and  treatment  of 
skin  cancer.  The  mission  of  the  Foun- 
dation is  to  decrease  the  incidence 
of  skin  cancer  through  public  and 
professional  education  and  re- 
search. For  more  information,  visit 
www.skincancer.org. 

Tips  on  Handling 
A  Real  Bad  Cold 

While  science  has  not  yet  come  up 
with  a  cure  for  the  common  cold, 
health  care  professionals  have  dis- 
covered that  certain  home  remedies 
can  help  stop  the  sniffles  or  at  least 
let  you  feel  less  miserable  while  you 
have  them.  Here  are  seven  steps  you 
may  care  to  take 

1.  Chicken  soup:  Research  con- 
ducted by  the  University  of  Ne- 
braska Medical  Center  found  that 
its  combination  of  ingredients  helps 
stop  the  movement  of  neutrophils- 
mucus-forming  white  blood  cells 
that  kick  in  during  viral  infections 
such  as  colds  to  attack  bacteria. 

2.  Extremities  soak:  At  the  first 
shiver  of  ill  will:  Sit  on  the  edge  of 
your  bathtub  with  your  legs  im- 
mersed in  piping-hot  water  and 
your  back  swathed  in  towels.  Drink 
something  hot  and  then  sink  your 
arms  elbow-deep  into  the  tub.  The 
idea  is  to  sweat  out  the  toxins  (but 
make  sure  you  rehydrate). 

3.  Vitamin  D  drops  and  cod  liver 
oil:  Give  your  immune  system  an 
extra  boost  with  an  omega-3  fatty 
acid  such  as  cod  liver  oil,  a  super- 
food  high  in  vitamins  D  and  A. 

4.  Plain-old  vitamin  C:  Dr.  Oz 
Garcia,  a  nutritional  counselor 
and  life-extension  specialist,  says, 
"Ascorbic  acid  seems  to  have  an 
anti-inflammatory  effect,  so  the 
chills  are  not  so  dramatic,  and  the 
adrenal  system  seems  to  respond 
with  better  efficiency." 

5.  Zinc  picolinate:  Dr.  Garcia  also 
recommends  cracking  open  a  cap- 
sule of  zinc  picolinate— a  mineral 
bound  to  the  picolinic  fatty  acid 
found  in  mother's  milk — onto  the 
back  of  your  throat  to  reduce  in- 
flammation and  viral  activity. 

6.  Yogurt:  Building  a  biofilm  in 
your  eut  is  a  good  way  to  ensure 
foundational  health.  Dr.  Garcia 
says,  "If  you  want  to  fight  colds 
better,  start  with  a  yogurt  a  day." 

7.  Keep  your  nose  —  and  mouth 
—  clean:  Dr.  Garcia  recommends 
his  sick  patients  buy  a  new  tooth- 
brush and  therapeutic  tooth- 
paste such  as  Arm  &  Hammer's, 
which  more  effectively  cleans  out 
bacteria  with  peroxide,  fluoride 
and  bicarbonate  than  does  ordi- 
nary toothpaste.  Also  recom- 
mended: mouthwash,  saline  so- 
lution and  a  tongue  cleaner,  naps 
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Daily  Masses 

(Mon-Fri)  7  a.m.  &  5:30  p.m. 

Sunday  Masses 
8  &  9:30  a.m.  (11  a.m. 
Spanish)  12:30  &  5  p.m. 


Saturday  Masses 

7:30  a.m.  &  5  p.m. 

OurLadyofVBHackxi  School 
Grades  K-8 
239-7840 


Religious  Education:  Grades  K-8  (Saturday  only)  239-6723 

Come,  Let  us  worship  together! 

655  Sunnydale  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94134-2838 
(415)  239-5950 

Rev.  Erick  E.  Arauz,  Administrator  Pro  Tern 
Rev.  Thuan  V.  Hoang,  Parochial  Vicar 


City  Opens  New 
Small  Business 
Assistance  Center 

Mayor  Newsom  on  May  12  an- 
nounced the  opening  of  the  Small 
Business  Assistance  Center.  The 
center  will  be  lead  by  Director 
Brajah  Norris  and  dedicated  to 
serving  the  needs  of  small  busi- 
nesses in  San  Francisco  with  fewer 
than  100  employees. 

Because  of  the  sometimes  tedious 
steps  needed  to  open  or  expand  a 
business  in  San  Francisco  and  the 
myriad  of  agencies  that  must  often 
be  contacted  when  locating  here,  the 
Small  Business  Assistance  Center 
will  serve  as  the  City's  central  point 
of  information  and  assistance  for  all 
city-related  small  business  needs. 

"In  recent  months,  the  City  has 
asked  a  lot  of  our  local  business  com- 
munity," said  Mayor  Newsom. 
"Make  no  mistake  about  it  —  as  a 
former  small  business  owner  in  San 
Francisco,  I  can  assure  you  that  the 
Small  Business  Assistance  Center 
will  prove  to  be  a  great  asset  to  any 
up  and  coming  business." 

"With  small  business  accounting 
for  over  85  percent  of  all  San  Fran- 
cisco businesses,  the  new  Small  Busi- 
ness Assistance  Center  is  a  wel- 
comed resource  that  directly  ben- 
efits our  small  business  commu- 
nity," said  Director  Brajah  Norris. 
"Customer  service  is  a  top  priority 
of  the  Small  Business  Assistance 
Center,  and  we  look  forward  to 
working  with  and  assisting  the 
small  business  community." 

Located  on  the  first  floor  of  Qty  Hall 
in  Room  1 10  of  the  Treasurer/Tax 
Collector's  Office,  the  center  will  be 
staffed  by  highly  trained  and  dedi- 
cated case  managers  giving  assis- 
tance in  the  following  five  key  areas: 
•Business  Start-up/Expansion  -  case 
managers  will  assist  businesses  in 
obtaining  necessary  licenses  and 
registration,  accessing  financial  re- 
sources, and  coordinating  technical 
assistance  and  business  advice. 

'Permit  Assistance  -  case  manag- 
ers will  assist  businesses  in  navigat- 
ing the  permitting  process  at  DBI, 
Planning,  DPH,  etc.,  will  trouble- 
shoot  permit  related  issues  and  help 
coordinate  the  permit  process 
among  multiple  agencies. 
'Procurement  -  case  managers  will 
help  businesses  become  certified  to 
do  business  with  the  Qty  of  San 
Francisco  and  provide  guidance  on 
how  to  bid  on  government  contracts. 
•Compliance  with  Government 
Laws  and  Regulations  -  case  man- 
agers will  provide  accurate  and  de- 
tailed information  regarding  com- 
plying with  local,  state  and  federal 
business  laws,  including  the  Mini- 
mum Wage,  Paid  Sick  Leave  and 
Health  Access  Program  ordinances. 

•Resource  Referrals  -  case  man- 
agers will  connect  businesses  to  City 


services,  merchant  associations  and 
trade  organizations,  as  well  as  non- 
profit and  private  sector  resources. 

Services  will  be  available  by 
phone,  walk-in,  or  by  appoint- 
ment. Spanish  and  Chinese  lan- 
guage assistance  will  also  be  avail- 
able. After  hours  appointments 
will  be  available  by  request.  For 
additional  information  and  assis- 
tance, the  staff  of  the  Small  Busi- 
ness Assistance  Center  can  be  con- 
tacted directly  at  (415)  554-6134 
or  by  calling  3-1-1. 

The  Office  of  Small  Business  and 
the  Small  Business  Assistance  Cen- 
ter was  established  by  passage  of 
Proposition  I  on  the  November 
2007  ballot 


JOHN  W.  KING 
SENIOR  CENTER 

500  Raymond  Ave.  San  Francisco,  CA  94134 
Phone:  415.239.6233  Fax:  415.239.2262 

Nutritional  hot  lunches  served  Monday- 
Friday  from  12  to  1  p.m.  for  only  $1.50. 
Seniors  and  non-seniors  welcomed. 

The  Senior  Center  has  many  amenities,  including 
our  spacious  outdoor  courtyard.  We  offer  social 
activities  designed  to  keep  seniors  active  and 
information  designed  to  keep  them  informed. 

Paratransit  Service 
Arts  &  Crafts  Chair  Dancing 

Bingo  Yoga 
ComputerCenter  Exercise  Center 

Weekly  Strength  &  Tone  Classes 

USD  A  SUPPLEMENTAL  FOOD  DISTRIBUTION  SITE 
Weekly  food  bags  and  Monthly  food  boxes 


Book  Review  ] 


Shining  a  Light 

On  Scientific  Failure 

It's  said  that  for  every  brilliant  sci- 
entific success,  there  are  a  dozen  fail- 
ures. A  new  book  tells  the  story  of 
12  of  those  failures  in  what's  been 
described  as  an  entertaining  and 
thought-provoking  manner. 

The  book,  Wtien  Science  Goes  Wrong 
(Plume,  $1 5),  brings  together  stories 
of  scientific  error,  on  a  spectacular 
scale,  from  a  wide  range  of  disci- 
plines—from forensic  science  and 
microbiology  to  nuclear  physics 
and  meteorology. 

For  example,  there  is  the  tale  of  the 
appearance  of  a  violent  hurricane  on 
land,  despite  repeated  assurances 
that  the  hurricane  didn't  exist 

Another  chapter  tells  the  story  of 
a  team  of  scientists  who  hike  into 
the  crater  of  what  they  think  is  a 
dormant  volcano,  ignoring  signs  of 
an  imminent  eruption. 

The  author,  Simon  LeVay,  is  a 
writer  and  lecturer  with  a  back- 
ground in  neuroscience.  While 
he's  best  known  for  his  research 
on  the  brain  and  sexuality,  he's 
also  co-authored  books  on  such 
diverse  topics  as  earthquakes  and 
volcanoes,  extraterrestrial  life  and 
Parkinson's  disease.  naps 

[Cooking  Comer) 

Toffee- Banana  Brownies 

If  there's  anything  better  than  a 
brownie,  it's  a  toffee-banana 
brownie.  So  while  a  panel  of  judges 
determined  the$l  million  recipe  for 
the  PilJsbury  Bake-Off®  Contest, 
people  from  across  America  also  se- 
lected one  winner  in  the  43rd  Con- 
test The  $5,000  America's  Favorite 
Recipe  Award  went  to  Gwen 
Beauchamp  of  Lancaster,  TX,  for  her 
Toffee-Banana  Brownies.  A  con- 
firmed chocoholic  with  a  husband 
who  loves  brownies,  Beauchamp 
decided  to  reinvent  a  favorite 
brownie  recipe  for  her  entry. 

(Prep  Time:  20  min.,  Start  to 
Finish:  3  hr.  10  min.) 

1  box  (19.5  oz)  Pillsbury  Tradi- 
tional Fudge  Brownie  Mix;  *h  cup 
Crisco  Pure  Vegetable  Oil;  lA  cup 
water;  3  Eggland's  Best  eggs;  1-1/2 
cups  toffeebits;  1  cup  Fisher  Mac- 
adamia  Nuts,  chopped;  2  firm  ripe 
medium  bananas,  cut  into  Winch 
pieces  (2  cups);  1/3  cup  Smucker  s 
Caramel  Ice  Cream  Topping 

1 .  Heat  oven  to  350°F.  Generously 
spray  13x9-inch  pan  with  Crisco 
Original  No-Stick  Cooking  Spray. 

Z  In  medium  bowl,  stir  brownie 
mix,  oil,  water  and  eggs  50  strokes 
with  spoon.  Add  1  cup  of  the  toffee 
bits,  the  nuts  and  bananas;  stir  just 
until  well  blended.  Pour  into  pan. 
Sprinkle  remaining  cup  toffee 
bits  over  top. 

3.  Bake  38  to  48  minutes  or  until 
center  is  set  when  lightly  touched, 
top  is  slightly  dry  and  edges  just 
start  to  pull  away  from  sides  of 
pan.  Cool  completely,  about  2 
hours.  For  brownies,  cut  into  6 
rows  by  4  rows.  To  serve,  drizzle 
each  brownie  with  caramel  top- 
ping. Cover  and  refrigerate  any  re- 
maining brownies. 

Makes  24  brownies. 
Hitfi  Altitude  Dmxirons  (S%XH>J50L)fl. ). 
Increase  water  to  1/3  cup.  Add 
cup  all-purpose  flour  to  dry 
brownie  mix  naps 
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Child  Care  Center  in  Your  Neighborhood 

Serving  the  Needs  of  Children  2  to  5  Years 
Breakfast,  Lunch  and  Snacks  Served  Daily 

Potty  Training 
Quality  Teachers  with  Years  of  Experience 

Applications  Are  Now  Being  Accepted! 

Come  and  Hear  About  the  Exciting 
Learning  Opportunities  for  Your  Child! 

1st  Place  to  Start 
1252  Sunnydale  Ave. 
San  Francisco 
(415)  333-2659 

For  More  Information,  Please  Contact 
Sandra  Davis,  Executive  Director  at  (415)  333-2659 


MERGE  TRADITIONAL  MARKETING  SKILLS 
WITH  UP-TO-DATE  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 

Partner  with  Justyna  "Tina"  and  Anna  for  all  your  real  estate  needs 
and  you  will  get: 

Traditional,  warm  personal  care  with  either  Tina  or  Anna  answering 
your  phone  calls  directly  •  not  voice  mail;  not  another  representative. 
*  Answer  all  your  email  inquiries  within  the  same  day. 
*Get  you  the  answers  within  the  promised  approximate  time. 
*Provide  you  with  FREE  15-minute  consultants  by  referring  to 
appropriate  professionals  that  you  need,  such  as  contractors, 
accountants,  real  estate  attorneys,  etc. 

'Enroll  you  in  their  free  market  update  system  on  the  particular  housing 
market  of  your  interest. 
*And  more  (too  long  to  list) 

Justyna  is  a  local  resident  who  lives  in  Visitacion  Valley.  She  would 
guard  your  house  value  as  much  as  treating  it  as  her  own.  Together 
with  Anna's  updated  computerized  marketing  system,  they  can  get 
you  buyers  from  around  the  whole  world. 

Justyna  speaks  fluent  Chinese  (Cantonese,  Mandarin  and  Shanghaiese). 
Anna  speaks  fluent  Indonesian. 


Anna  Gandamana 

Realtor 

Cell:  415-412-9141 

E:  anna@annasf.com 
www.annasf.com 


Justyna  To  "Tina" 

Realtor 

Cell:  415-830-1235 

E:  justynato@sbcglobal.net 
www.justynato.com 


100% 
Listing 
Sold 
Rate 
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Visitacion  Valley 
Police  Report 


Police  Cases 

•On  Apr.  18  at  2  a.m.  on  the  2200 
block  of  Bayshore  Boulevard,,  two 
men,  a  22  year-old  from  Oakland 
and  a  21  year-old  from  Visitacion 
Valley,  entered  a  convenience  store. 
The  San  Francisco  man  took  a  bottle 
of  wine  from  the  store  and  left  with- 
out paying  for  it.  A  clerk  who  tried 
to  stop  the  thief  was  pushed  aside 
by  the  San  Francisco  man  and  then 
assaulted  by  the  Oakland  man.  The 
perpetrators  fled.  After  an  officer 
from  Bayview  Station  came  upon 
the  scene;  the  pair  was  found  on 
Raymond  Avenue  and  arrested 
them  for  robbery.  Another  officer 
took  over  the  case  and  booked  both 
men  at  Ingleside  Station.  At  5:40 
p.m.,  it  was  reported  that  a  residen- 
tial burglary  took  place  on  the  200 
block  of  Blythdale  Avenue  between 
9  a.m.  and  3  p.m.  Entry  was  through 
an  open  kitchen  window  with  jew- 
elry and  clothing  taken. 

*On  Apr.  20  at  2:10  p.m.  in  Crocker 
Amazon  Park,  a  1 5  year-old  Crocker 
Amazon  male  reported  that  a  rob- 
ber held  a  sharp  object  to  his  neck 
and  then  took  his  cell  phone.  At  4:20 
p.m.  along  the  first  block  of 
Brookdale  Avenue,  a  39  year-old 
Visitacion  Valley  man  was  arrested 
on  two  felony  charges  in  a  domestic 
violence  case. 

*On  Apr.  23  at  6  p.m.,  officers  re- 
sponded to  a  call  of  a  robbery  on 
Burrows  Street.  They  spoke  with 
the  victim  who  told  them  that  she 
was  standing  in  front  of  her  house 
on  Burrows  when  an  unknown 
suspect  walked  up  to  her  and 
grabbed  her  purse  from  her  shoul- 
der violently,  causing  her  to  fall  to 
the  ground  and  injure  her  arm.  The 
victim  stated  the  suspect  did  not  say 
anything  to  her  but  fled  on  foot 
down  the  street  Officers  searched 
the  area,  to  no  avaiL  At  11.35  p.m. 
on  the  1 600  block  of  Sunnydale  Ave., 
a  28  year-old  Bayview  District  man 
told  officers  from  Southern  Station 
that  he  had  been  shot  in  the  hand 
while  sitting  in  a  car  on  the  1600 
block  of  Sunnydale  Avenue.  The 
car's  driver  took  the  man  to  the  100 
block  of  Sixth  Street  where  she  asked 
for  an  ambulance.  Ingleside  Station 
officers  investigated  but  could  not 
find  any  evidence  of  a  shooting  on 
Sunnydale  Avenue.  The  case  is  be- 
ing handled  by  the  General  Work 
Detail. 

*On  Apr.  24  at  8:30  p.m.,  officers  re- 
sponded to  the  500  block  of  Silliman 
Street  regarding  a  robbery  with  a 
stun  gun/taser  gun.  Officers  spoke 
with  the  victim  who  told  them  that 

(Grapevine  Classified) 

WCC  BOARD  MEETINGS:  Visitaoon  VaHey 
Community  Center  (WCC)  regular  monthly 
Board  meetings,  held  the  4th  Thursday  of  each 
month  at  6  p  m ,  except  December  and  May,  are 
open  to  the  public  Board  members  are  selected 
by  the  mem-bers  of  the  community  center  with 
dues  currently  paid,  at  the  Annual  Membership 
meeting  held  the  3rd  Saturday  in  May  each  year 
Any  vacancies  that  occur  on  the  Board  due  to 
uncompleted  3-year  terms  of  membership  are 
filled  by  appointment  of  the  remaining  Board 
members  At  least  75%  of  our  Board  members 
must  reside  in  Vtsrtaaon  Valley  Persons 
interested  in  Board  membership  are  encouraged 
to  send  a  letter  of  interest  to  Board  of  Directors 
Development  Committee.  Visrtaaon  Valley 
Community  Center.  50  Raymond  Avenue,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94134  Please  let  the  Board 
know  what  you  could  contnbute  that  will  enhance 
and  improveour  organization  for  betterserviceto 
our  community  You  will  be  contacted  and  your 
letter  will  be  submitted  to  the  Board  for 
consideratjon  at  either  the  next  An  nual  election  or 
of  any  available  open  positions  that  might  occur 
within  the  coming  year 

VOLUNTEERS  WANTED  for  WCC  After 
School  Program  to  tutor  children  ages  5- 1 4  at  one 
of  our  11  sites  in  the  Visitacion  Valley  area 
Interested  persons  contact  Dee  Smith,  WCC 
After  School  coordinator  (4 1 5)  585-2059 
GRAPEVWE  DISPLAY  ADVERTISING:  new 
Irnrted-time  rates:  Full  Page  $60, 1/2  Page$33  75, 
1/4Page$18  75, 1/8Page$10, 1/12Page$8, 1/16 
Page  $6  Generous  discount  for  three  or  more 
insertions  Caf  (415)  467-9300  for  more  details 
Classified:  20wordsfor$1  Extra  line  50  cents  Ad 
and  payment  should  be  received  by  1 5th  of  pnor 
month  at  Visitacion  ■  Valley  Grapevine,  50 
Raymond  Ave ,  San  Francisco,  CA94134 


she  was  walking  down  the  street 
when  she  observed  a  vehicle  stop  a 
few  feet  in  front  of  her.  One  suspect 
got  out,  placed  a  stun  gun  to  her 
head  and  shot  her.  The  victim  felt  a 
buzz  all  through  her  head  and 
body  which  caused  her  to  fall  to 
the  ground.  Two  other  suspects  got 
out  of  the  vehicle  and  all  three  forc- 
ibly robbed  her.  The  suspects  got 
back  into  the  vehicle  and  left  the 
area.  The  victim  suffered  a  cut  el- 
bow, bruised  knee  and  the  effects  of 
the  stun  gun.  Officers  searched  the 
area  for  the  car  and  suspects,  to  no 
avail. 

"On  Apr.  25  at  1 :30  p.m.,  two  men 
were  detained  after  a  commercial 
burglary  on  Mission  Street  early  in 
the  morning  of  Apr  22  They  were 
identified  and  released  by  Ingleside 
Station  officers.  The  case  was  as- 
signed to  an  inspector  of  the  Bur- 
glary Detail.  The  inspector  sought 
a  search  warrant  for  two  addresses, 
one  in  the  Portola  District  and  one 
in  the  Mission  District  The  house 
in  the  Mission  District  was  a 
known  haunt  of  gang  members  so 
the  warrant  was  served  by  SFPD 
SWAT  members.  A  police  sergeant 
and  posse  served  the  warrant  in 
the  Portola  District.  One  man,  an 
18  year-old  Portola  District  resi- 
dent, was  arrested.  He  admitted  to 
the  burglary.  Another  man,  a  19 
year-old  Mission  District  resident, 
is  being  sought  by  the  Department 

•On  Apr.  26  at  525  p.m.  on  the  200 
block  of  Goettingen  Street,  a  Portola 
District  man  parked  his  pick-up 
truck  outside  his  home  and  re- 
turned to  it  the  next  day.  A  thief  had 
removed  the  truck's  catalytic  con- 
verter. At  7:30  p.m.  on  the  1600 block 
of  Sunnydale  Avenue,  officers  in- 
vestigated a  call  of  a  suicidal  juve- 
nile and  interviewed  the  girl.  She 
had  self  sustained  injuries  and 
trauma  caused  by  another,  too.  The 
officers  continued  their  interview 
in  an  ambulance  and  determined 
that  the  girl's  20  year-old  brother 
had  assaulted  her.  Officers  located 
the  assailant  and  arrested  him.  The 
Visitacion  Valley  man  was  booked 
at  Ingleside  Station. 

*On  Apr.  27  at  12:20  p.m.  on  the 
500  block  of  Carter  Street,  A  52 
year-old  Crocker  Amazon  woman 
reported  that  she  had  received 
threats  from  a  man  and  a  woman 
who  claimed  that  her  son  owed 
them  money  The  son  has  been  in- 
carcerated since  19%. 

*On  Apr.  28  at  1 1 :30  a.m.,  a  26  year- 
old  Visitacion  Valley  woman  on 
Campbell  Avenue  reported  to  of- 
ficers that  she  had  been  stalked  by 
an  acquaintance,  a  35  year-old 
Visitacion  Valley  man.  The  officers 
investigated  her  claim,  identified 
the  man,  and  secured  a  stay  away 
order  from  a  court  commissioner. 
They  located  the  man  in  his  home, 
served  the  court  order,  and  ar- 
rested the  man  for  stalking  and 
criminal  threats.  At  9:45  p.m.  on  the 


1900  block  of  Sunnydale  Avenue,  of- 
ficers were  on  patrol  in  Visitacion 
Valley  when  they  heard  gunshots. 
They  found  a  19  year-old  Visitacion 
Valley  man  staggering  toward  them 
He  had  been  shot  in  the  chest.  An 
ambulance  took  the  victim  to  San 
Francisco  General  Hospital.  Police 
inspectors  took  over  the  case. 
«On  Apr.  29  at  7:40  a.m.  on  the  100 
block  of  Blythdale  Ave.,  officers  had 
taken  custody  of  a  young  lady  ac- 
cused of  shoplifting  at  a  grocery  store 
on  Mission  Street  on  Apr.  28.  During 
their  investigation,  they  learned  that 
another  girl  that  they  had  seen  leav- 
ing the  store  was  involved  in  the 
crime,  which  they  had  determined 
to  be  a  commercial  burglary.  While 
on  patrol  in  the  Visitacion  Valley  the 
next  day  the  officers  saw  the  other 
girl,  a  17  year-old.  They  arrest  the 
juvenile  and  brought  her  to  a  pro- 
bation officer  at  the  Juvenile  Justice 
Center.  At  5:30  p.m.  on  the  100  block 
of  Hahn  Street,  officers  stopped  a  31 
year-old  Bayview  man  for  reckless 
driving.  The  man  was  arrested  for 
driving  with  a  suspended  license.  He 
was  also  charged  with  possessing 
drugs  and  weapons  (switchblade 
knife). 

"On  Apr.  30  at  3:30  a.m.  on  the  1600 
block  of  Sunnydale  Ave.,  a  44  year- 
old  Visitacion  Valley  man  was  ar- 
rested on  felony  battery  charges  in  a 
domestic  violence  case.  At  1 :40  pm 
on  the  200  block  of  Santos  Street,  an 
officer  investigated  a  fight  and  ar- 
rested a  22  year-old  Visitacion  Val- 
ley woman  for  brandishing  a  knife 
during  an  argument 

*On  May  1  at  6  a.m.  near  the  comer 
of  Arleta  Avenue  and  Alpha  Street, 
a  43  year-old  Visitacion  Valley 
woman  had  her  messenger  book 
bag  taken  from  her  as  she  stood  in  a 
bus  stop  listening  to  music  from  a 
MP3  player.  The  thief  ran  to  a  wait- 
ing car,  a  black  four-door  compact 
vehicle,  and  fled  A  witness  found  the 
book  bag  on  the  street  in  the  100 
block  of  Tucker  Avenue  and  retu  med 
it  to  the  victim.  An  officer  seized  some 
of  the  recovered  items  for  process- 
ing by  members  of  the  Crime  Scenes 
Investigation  Unit  At  8:45  p.m.  on 
the  1 800 block  of  Sunnydale  Avenue, 
officers  were  flagged  down  by  a  resi- 
dent who  pointed  out  a  man  driv- 
ing away.  The  resident  told  the  offic- 
ers that  the  man  had  made  criminal 
threats  to  her.  They  stopped  the  41 
year-old  Excelsior  District  man  and 
arrested  him  on  felony  charges.  At 
11:20  p.m.  on  the  1800  block  of 
Sunnydale  Avenue,  a  20  year-old 
Visitacion  Valley  man  told  offocers 
that  he  and  his  brother  were  walk- 
ing on  the  1800  block  of  Sunnydale 
Avenue  when  they  were  ap- 
proached by  four  other  men.  The 
second  group  challenged  the  first 
pair  and  one  of  the  four  fired  two 
shots  at  them.  The  20  year-old  was 
struck  in  his  leg  by  a  bullet.  He  was 
taken  to  San  Francisco  General  Hos- 
pital. A  police  sergeant  of  the  Gang 


Vim  won  UmiPt 
Commnim  Center 
Sam  P*omhm 

Funded  by 

S.F.  Department  of  Aging  St  Adult  Services 

Open  365  Days  a  Year 
Lunch  Served  Every  Day 
66  Raymond  Avenue  467-4499 


Task  Force  took  over  the  investiga- 
tion. At  11 :40  p.m.  n  the  first  block  of 
Brookdale  Avenue,  an  officer  con- 
tacted a  juvenile  while  investigat- 
ing a  shooting.  The  1 6  year-old  male 
was  wanted  on  a  Juvenile  Court 
warrant.  He  was  turned  over  to  a 
probation  officer  at  the  Juvenile  jus- 
rice  Center. 

*On  May  4  at  1  a.m.  on  the  200  block 
of  Wilde  Avenue,  a  resident  re- 
ported that  he  fell  asleep  on  a  sofa 
and  awoke  after  two  hours.  During 
that  time,  a  burglar  had  cut  a  win- 
dow screen  and  entered  the  home. 
Nothing  was  missing.  The  victim 
surmised  that  the  thief  had  entered 
the  home  and  fled  upon  seeing  some- 
one in  the  house.  At  Z04  p.m.,  offic- 
ers responded  to  the  800  block  of 
Mansell  regarding  a  robbery.  Offic- 
ers spoke  with  the  victim  who  told 
them  that  two  suspects  had  robbed 
her  while  she  was  on  the  bus.  The 
victim  stated  that  she  was  grabbed 
by  the  arm  by  one  suspect  while 
the  other  went  through  her  pock- 
ets. The  victim  attempted  to  get 
away,  but  was  unable  to.  Both  sus- 
pects fled  on  foot.  Bayview  plain- 
clothes officers  responded  and  lo- 
cated the  suspects  nearby.  Both  sus- 
pects were  placed  under  arrest.  Of- 
ficers recovered  the  victim's  belong- 
ings. The  victim  was  not  injured 
during  the  incident 

*On  May  5  at  5:55  p.m.  near  the  cor- 
ner of  Velasco  Avenue  and  Santos 
Street,  a  man  and  a  woman  argued 
about  her  tardiness.  He  broke  the 
window  to  her  car.  An  officer  of  the 
Daly  City  Police  Department  was 
flagged  down  by  the  woman.  He 
stopped  to  investigate  and  the  man 
became  aggressive  with  the  officer 
The  Daly  City  officer  tried  to  arrest 
the  man  for  interfering  with  his  in- 
vestigation and  the  man  resisted 
arrest  SFPD  officers  arrived  at  the 
scene  and  took  the  man,  a  26  year- 
old  San  Leandro  resident,  into  cus- 
tody. They  cited  the  man  for  the  van- 
dalism and  the  Daly  City  officer  took 
custody  of  the  man  for  resisting  ar- 
rest. The  man  was  booked  into  the 
North  San  Mateo  County  Jail. 

*On  May  8  at  12:1 1  p.m.,  a  22  year- 
old  woman  on  Sunrise  Way  re- 
ported that  her  husband  had  vio- 
lated a  court  order  by  returning 
home  after  a  domestic  violence  ar- 
rest. Officers  met  the  woman  at 
Ingleside  Station  and  brought  her 
to  her  home.  They  searched  the 
house  for  the  man  to  no  avail.  At 
3:45  p.m.  on  the  comer  of  Geneva 
Avenue  and  Santos  Street,  a  1 8  year- 
old  Oakland  woman  reported  that 
her  ex-boyfriend,  a  20  year-old  San 
Francisco  man,  argued  with  her  and 
tried  to  pull  her  into  the  car  that  he 
was  occupying.  The  car's  operator 
drove  off  with  the  boyfriend  hold- 
ing the  woman  to  the  side  of  the  car. 
The  woman  freed  herself  and  the 
boyfriend  fled  in  the  car. 

*On  May  12  at  10:50  p.m.  on  the 
first  block  of  Arleta  Avenue,  a  29 


year-old  Visitacion  Valley  man  re- 
ported that  a  suspect  fired  a  shot  at 
him  for  unknown  reasons.  No  one 
was  injured  in  the  incident 
•On  May  14  at  11:50  a.m.  on  the 
1700  block  of  Sunnydale  Avenue,  a 
domestic  violence  victim  reported 
that  she  had  received  threatening 
text  messages  from  the  perpetrator 
who  had  been  arrested  May  13th. 
At  1  p.m.  on  the  300  block  of  Arleta 
Avenue,  officers  investigated  a  tres- 
passing call  and  arrested  a  38  year- 
old  San  Francisco  woman  on  a  San 
Mateo  County  warrant 
•On  May  1 5  at  1 20  a.m.,  an  officer 
of  the  Bayviev/s  housing  team  was 
inside  Bayview  Station  when  a  citi- 
zen came  in  the  station  to  report  a 
shooting  on  the  1900  block  of  Silver 
Avenue.  The  citizen  told  the  officer 
that  she  discovered  bullet  holes  in 
her  house  and  the  next  door 
neighbor's  house.  The  officer  went 
to  the  citizens  house  and  saw  the 
bullet  holes  in  her  wall.  The  officer 
then  went  to  the  neighbor's  house 
and  spoke  to  the  owner  who 
showed  him  the  bullet  hole  that 
went  through  his  all  and  into  the 
couch  in  his  living  room.  The  officer, 
through  his  investigation,  found 
that  the  "Shotspotter"  system  had 
recorded  a  shooting  on  the  day  the 
neighbor  heard  the  shots.  No  one 
was  injured  during  the  incident  No 
arrest  was  made.  At  5:30  p.m.  at 
Ordway  and  Somerset  streets,  an 
unleashed  dog  knocked  a  six  year- 
old  to  the  ground  and  tore  at  the 
boy's  pants.  The  boy's  grandmother 
scared  the  dog  off.  An  officer  inves- 
tigated and  located  the  dog  in  ques- 
tion. The  dog  was  seized  by  Animal 
Care  and  Control. 

Police  Summaries 

'Apr  15  Raymond  Ave  and  Eliot  St,  grand  theft 
from  person 

'Apr  15  Raymond  Ave  and  EHbt  St.  arson 
'Apr  15  Leiand  Ave  and  Delta  St,  stolen  truck 
•Apr  16  Arieta  Ave  between  Delta  and  EiotSts.. 
mafoous  mechief.  graffiti 
'Apr  16  Sdlman  and  Goettingen  Sts  .robbery  on 
street  strongarm 

'Apr  16  Silver  Ave  and  Colby  St ,  robbery, 
bodily  force 

•Apr  16  200  block  of  Peabody  St,  assault 

'Apr  16  SanBrunoAve  and Feton St. attempted 

robbery  on  street  wth  bodily  force 

•Apr  16  San  Bruno  Ave  and  Felton  St  ,  battery 

'Apr  16  San  Bruno  and  Silver  Aves ,  attempted 

robbery  wth  bodily  force 

•Apr  17  8am,  3000  block  of  San  Bruno  Ave, 

stolen  vehcte 

•Apr  17Tucker/Rutian-500pm  Theft  from  locked 
cars  no  arrest  made 

'Apr  17  Tucker  Ave  near  Delta  St.  petty  theft 
from  locked  auto 

•Apr  17  1700  block  of  Sunnydale  Ave ,  burglary 
of  apartment  house,  forcible  entry 

'Apr  17  SanBrunoAve  between Wayland and 
Woobey  Sts ,  battery 

•Apr  17  SanBrunoAve  and Waytand St. battery 
•Apr  18  1800  block  of  Sunnydale  Ave .  burglary 

of  resdence,  forcfcte  entry 
'Apr  18  San  Bruno  and  Silver  Aves ,  attempted 

robbery  with  gun 

'Apr  18  Sifcnan  and  Somerset  Sts .  robbery  on 
street  with  gun 

•Apr  18  San  Bruno  Ave  and  Wootsey  St,  rob- 
bery of  service  station  with  gun 

•Apr  19  300  bbck  of  Grard  St,  burglary,  forcible 
entry  See  Next  Page 
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10  Percent  Senior  Discount 

37  Leiand  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94134 

Monday  thru  Friday:  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 
Closed  on  Thursday 

Phone  239-5500 
for  an  appointment 
Cantonese  Spoken 


Police  Summaries 

'Apr.  20: 806  p  m ,  SMman  and  Hamilton  Sts , 
robbery  on  street  with  gun 

•Apr  20  200  block  of  Btythdate  Ave ,  malicious 
mischief,  breaking  windows 

'Apr.  20:  Raymond  Ave  and  Alpha  St,  stolen 
automobile 

'Apr  21:  Felton  and  Girard  Sts ,  robbery  on 
street  strongarm 

'Apr  22  9  20  pm,1800  block  of  Sunnydale 
Ave ,  residential  burglary  occurred  between  5 
and  9  p.m.  Forced  entry  through  kitchen  window 
DVD  player  taken 

'Apr  22  100  block  of  Loehr  St ,  malicious  mis- 
chief, vandabm  of  vehicles 

'Apr  22  Hester  Ave  near  Wheeter  Ave ,  stolen 
truck 

'Apr.  22  First  block  of  Pueblo  St ,  possession  of 
controlled  substance  for  sale 

'Apr  23  Burrows  St  between  Goettngen  and 
Brussels  Sts.,  robbery  on  street,  strongarm 

'Apr  23  Silver  Ave  and  Girard  St,  robbery  on 
street  strongarm 

'Apr  23:  Harkness  and  San  Bruno  Aves ,  grand 
theft  pursesnatch 

'Apr.  23:  1500  block  of  Sunnydale  Ave ,  aggra- 
vated assault  with  gun 

'Apr  23  1500  block  of  Sunnydale  Ave ,  bur- 
glary of  residence,  forcible  entry 

'Apr.  24  Raymond  Ave  and  Alpha  St,  grand 
theft  auto  stnp 

'Apr  24  Siliman  St  near  Hofyoke  St .  robbery, 
armed  with  dangerous  weapon 

'Apr  24  Silver  Ave  between  Goettngen  and 
Somerset  Sts .  petty  theft  auto  strip 

'Apr.  24: 200  block  of  Bryihdate  Ave ,  malicious 
mischief,  breaking  windows  with  BB  gun. 

'Apr  24  1700  block  of  Sunnydale  Ave ,  mali- 
cious mischief,  vandalism 

'Apr  25  Brussels  St  near  Ward  St ,  grand  theft 
from  locked  auto 

'Apr.  25:  San  Bruno  Ave  between  Felton  and 
Siiman  Sts. ,  grand  theft  of  property 

'Apr  25  Goettingen  St  near  Burrows  St.,  petty 
theft  auto  strip. 

•Apr  26:  11:20  p.m..  100  block  of  Blythdale 
Ave ,  residential  burglary  occurred  between  9 
am  and  10  p  m ,  forced  entry  via  front  window, 
DVD  player  and  food  taken 

'Apr.  26:  Girard  St  ner  Dwight  St,  aggravated 
assault  with  knife 

'Apr  26:  Blanken  and  Peninsula  Aves  ,  grand 
theft  from  locked  auto 

'Apr  26  1700  block  of  Sunnydale  Ave ,  mak- 
ctous  mischief,  breaking  windows 

•Apr  26  Hahn  St  and  Blythdale  Ave.,  grand 
theft  from  locked  auto 

'Apr.  26: 1500  block  of  Sunnydale  Ave ,  aggra- 
vated assault  with  deadly  weapon 

'Apr  26:  200  block  of  Brythdale  Ave ,  burglary, 
unlawful  entry 

•Apr  26  1700  block  of  Sunnydale  Ave ,  aggra- 
vated assault  with  deadly  weapon 

'Apr  26  Dwight  and  Goettingen  Sts  ,  stolen 
automobile 

*Apr  26  Bacon  and  Hamilton  Sts ,  malicious 
mischief,  vandalism  of  vehicles 

'Apr  27  Burrows  Dr  near  University  St ,  rob- 
bery on  street  strongarm 

'Apr  27  Silliman  and  Cambridge  Sts  ,  petty 
theft  from  locked  auto 

'Apr  28  Harkness  and  San  Bruno  Aves ,  mali- 
cious mischief,  vandalism  of  vehicles 

'Apr  28  Harkness  and  San  Bruno  Aves ,  mali- 
cious mischief,  graffiti 

•Apr  28  1800  block  of  Sunnydale  Ave,  aggra- 
vated assault  with  gun 

'Apr  28  Bowdom  St  between  Felton  and 
Silliman  Sts ,  stolen  truck 

'Apr  28:  Goettingen  and  Dwight  Sts ,  burglary  of 
residence,  forcible  entry 

'Apr  29  3  52  p  m  ,  San  Bruno  Ave  and  Mansell 
St,  robberies,  no  arrest 

•Apr  28  8  p  m ,  500  block  of  Bowdoin  St.  8 
p.m.,  stolen  cars 

•Apr  29  1500  block  of  Sunnydale  Ave ,  pos- 
session of  marijuana  for  sales 

'Apr  29  Mansell  and  Goettngen  Sts ,  malicious 
mischief,  vandalism 

'Apr  29  Wayland  and  Amherst  Sts ,  malicious 
mischief,  vandalism 

'Apr.  29  Burrows  St  near  Goettngen  St  .grand 
theft  from  locked  auto 

•Apr  29  1700  block  of  Sunnydale  Ave ,  pos- 
session of  cocaine  for  sales 

•Apr  30  Hahn  St  and  Blythdale  Ave ,  petty  theft 
from  locked  auto 

'Apr  30  San  Bruno  Ave  and  Burrows  St, 
malicious  mischief,  vandafsm  of  vehicles 

'Apr  30  4  52  pm  ,  University  and  Woolsey 
Sts ,  robberies,  no  arrest 

•Apr  30  6  50  p  m ,  1300  block  of  Silver  Ave , 
robbenes,  no  arrest 

'May  1  Britton  St  near  Visitacion  Ave ,  mali- 
cious mischief,  vandalism  of  vehicles 

•May  1  Visitacion  Ave  near  Britton  St,  bur- 
glary of  apartment  house,  forcible  entry 

•May  1  Visitacion  Ave  and  Schwenn  St ,  grand 
theft  from  locked  auto 

'May  1  Arteta  Ave  and  Alpha  St,  robbery  on 
street  strongarm 

'May  1  Sunnydale  Ave  and  Santos  St.,  mali- 
cious mischief,  breaking  windows 

•May  1  100  block  of  Brookdale  Ave ,  aggra- 
vated assault  with  gun 

'May  1 : 100  block  of  Brookdale  Ave ,  maboous 
mischief,  breaking  windows 

'May  2  12  noon,  1500  block  of  Sunnydale 
Ave.,  residential  burglary  occurred  between  Apr 
23  and  May  1 ,  forced  entry  via  front  window  TV 
and  DVD  player  taken 

•May  2  12:30  p  m ,  1200  block  of  Sunnydale 
Ave ,  commercial  burglary  (apartment  laundry) 
occurred  between  May  1  and  2  Laundry's  coin 
boxes  forced  open  and  money  taken 

*May  2  8:30  p.m. ,  Sunnse  Way,  officer  arrested 
a  32  year-old  Visitacion  Valley  man  on  battery 
charges  in  a  domestic  violence  case 

*May  2  Sunnse  Way  near  Sawyer  St,  battery 

'May  2  Silver  Ave  between  Goettngen  and 


Somerset  Sts ,  maloous  mischief,  vandabm  of 
vehicles 

*May  2  Burrows  St  between  Brussels  and 
Girard  Sts ,  robbery,  armed  with  gun 

•May  2  Delta  St  and  Teddy  Ave ,  grand  theft 
from  locked  auto 

•May  2  Delta  St  and  Teddy  Ave ,  petty  theft 
from  locked  auto 

•May  2  Wilde  Ave  and  Goettngen  St,  stolen 
and  recovered  vehicle 

•May  2  Mansell  and  Goettngen  Sts ,  petty  theft 
from  a  building 

•May  2  Mansell  St  near  John  F  Shelley  Dr  , 
robbery  on  street  with  knife 

•May  2  Mansell  St  near  John  F  Shelley  Dr  , 
aggravated  assault  wth  bodily  force 

'May  2  100  block  of  Peabody  St,  grand  theft 
from  locked  auto 

'May  3  University  and  Mansell  Sts .  grand  theft 
from  locked  auto 

'May  3  Wilde  Ave  and  Goettingen  St,  bur- 
glary, hot  prowl,  attempted  forcible  entry 

'May  3  Bacon  and  Somerset  Sts ,  stolen  auto- 
mobile 

'May  3  200  block  of  Hahn  St ,  grand  theft  from 
locked  auto 

•May  3  100  block  of  Brythdale  Ave .  petty  theft 
from  locked  auto 

*May  3  Brussels  St  near  Dwight  St.,  malicious 
mischief,  vandabm  of  vehicles 

•May  4,115am,  First  block  of  Blythdale  Ave , 
domestc  violence  case,  known  suspect  wanted 
for  battery  and  dissuading  a  witness 

•May  4  3  30  p  m ,  First  block  of  Santos  St, 
residential  burglary  occurred  between  10:30  a  m 
and  1  p  m ,  forced  entry  via  front  window,  money, 
jewelry,  and  iPod  taken 

•May  4  100  block  of  Blythdale  Ave ,  battery 

'May  4  Sunnydale  Ave  and  Santos  St,  bur- 
glary of  residence,  forcible  entry 

*May  5  Velasco  Ave  and  Santos  St,  mali- 
cious mischief,  vandabm  of  vehicles 

•May  5  300  block  of  Tunnel  Ave ,  grand  theft 
from  locked  auto 

*May  5  First  block  of  Schwenn  St,  battery 

•May  5  San  Bruno  Ave  and  Felton  St ,  mali- 
cious mischief,  vandalism  of  vehicles 

'May  6  10:55  a  m  ,  San  Bruno  Ave  and 
Ordway  St,  DUI  arrest,  46  year-old  Bayview 
District  man  collided  with  Muni  bus 

'May  6  6  40  p  m ,  1700  block  of  Sunnydale 
Ave ,  residential  burglary  occurred  between  7:20 
a  m  and  6:30  pm ,  forced  entry  through  win- 
dow, computer  and  Playstation  taken 

*May  6  Wayland  St  near  Girard  St ,  maloous 
rmschiel.  graffiti 

*May  6  Sunnydale  Ave  and  Santos  St.,  bur- 
glary of  apartment  house,  forcible  entry 

'May  7  Mansell  and  Goettingen  Sts ,  malicious 
mischief,  vandalism 


"May  7  Goettngen  St  near  Burrows  St,  pos- 
session of  meth -amphetamine  for  sale 

*May  7  Ankeny  and  Ordway  Sts ,  grand  theft 
auto  strip 

*May  8:  Velasco  Ave  and  Pasedena  St,  at- 
tempted theft  from  locked  vehicle 

'May  8  2  p.m.,  First  block  of  Brookdale  Ave , 
domestic  violence,  suspect  known 

*May  9:  Sunnydale  Ave  and  Hahn  St,  grand 
theft  from  locked  auto 

'May  9  5  30pm,  100  block  of  Dwght  St.  theft 
from  locked  vehicle 

•May  9  200  block  of  University  St.  robbenes, 
no  arrest 

*May  9  Sunnydale  Ave  and  Santos  St ,  stolen 
autmobile 

'May  10  3  45  p  m ,  1700  block  of  Sunnydale 
Ave  .  domestic  violence,  suspect  known 

•May  10  6  p  m ,  200  btock  of  Blythdale  Ave , 
domestic  violence,  suspect  known 

'May  10  7  p  m ,  Somerset  and  Bacon  Sts , 
stolen  automobile 

'May  10  San  Bruno  Ave  near  Felton  St,  stolen 
autmobile 

•May  11  11  45  pm,  200  block  of  Brythdale  Ave, 
aggravated  assault,  suspect  unknown,  20  year- 
old  Visrtacion  Valley  woman  struck  in  face  by 
suspects  fists 

•May  12  Santos  St  and  Brookdale  Ave.,  mali- 
cious mischief,  vandalism 

'May  12  Mansell  and  Hofyoke  Sts .  malicious 
mischief,  vandabm  of  vehicles 

•May  12  Wide  Ave  and  Goettingen  St.,  grand 
theft  from  locked  auto 

*May  12  Arteta  Ave  and  Alpha  St  ,  aggravated 
assault  with  gun 

'May  13  First  block  of  Brookdale  Ave ,  posses- 
sion of  manjuana  for  sates 

'May  13  Burrows  and  Cambndge  Sts .  battery 

'May  14  Sunnydale  Ave  and  Schwenn  St, 
robbery  on  street,  strongarm 

*May  14  2700  block  of  San  Bruno  Ave ,  bur- 
glary 

•May  15  8  30  am,  50  Karen  a,  stolen  vehtie 
•May  16  1  am.  First  block  of  Bfythdate  Ave., 
resdental  burg bry  occurred  between  May  1 4  and15, 
entry  via  kitchen  window,  video  games  and  con- 
sole taken 

•May  16  10  a  m ,  600  block  of  Sunnydale  Ave , 
aggravated  assault  suspect  known 

•May  16  10  45  a  m .  Fist  block  of  BMhdate  Ave , 
residential  burglary  occurred  between  9  and  10:30 
a  m ,  entry  via  open  second  story  window,  com- 
puter, DVD  player,  tools  taken 

"May  16  1155  am.,  1700  block  of  Sunnydate 
Ave ,  residentjal  burglary  occurred  between  8  and9 
a  m  entry  via  kitchen  window,  computer  monitor, 
camera,  jewelry  taken 

Cap/an  Dens  Oleary  oIlnglesKfe  Slabon  and  Captan 
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JOe  L&ldDd  neighborhood 

*Get  Out  and  VOTE!:  Consolidated  Statewide  Direct  Primary 
Election,  Tuesday,  June  3,  2008.  Visitacion  Valley  had  the  lowest 
voter  turnout  when  compared  to  other  neighborhoods  for  the 
last  election  cycle.  Can  we  reverse  this  trend?  YES!  ...  IF  YOU 
VOTE.  Take  the  time  to  exercise  your  democratic  muscles. 
Remember,  you  can't  complain  about  the  outcome  if  you  didn't 
participate  in  the  process. 

*Coffman  Pool:  Insiders  report  that  Coffman  Pool  will  reopen 
sometime  in  early  July,  possibly  on  July  5th.  The  pool  has  been 
closed  for  a  major  renovation  since  2006.  A  new  10,000  square 
foot  building  will  surround  the  original  100'  x  W  pool  (which 
was  built  in  1957)  and  offers  a  new  entry  lobby,  reception  area, 
public  restrooms,  locker  rooms,  a  family  changing  room,  staff 
and  support  spaces,  and  an  outdoor  patio. 

*Tour  the  Bayland  with  UPC:  Universal  Paragon  Corporation, 
the  owners  of  the  500-plus  acres  of  vacant  land  just  south  of  the 
San  Francisco  County  line,  has  scheduled  a  series  of  bus  tours  to 
introduce  the  public  to  their  future  development  plans.  The  two- 
hour  tours  will  access  areas  generally  off  limits  to  the  public. 
Learn  about  the  history,  clean  up,  regulatory  process  and  future 
plans  for  this  vast  area.  Children  over  12  are  welcome!  The  bus 
will  depart  from  Brisbane  City  Hall,  140  Valley  Drive.  RSVP  to: 
Nicole  Amarillas  nicolea@sfbayleasing.com  or  call  415  468.6676. 
Remaining  tours  are  Saturday,  June  14  from  10  a.m.  to  12  noon; 
Wednesday,  July  30  from  5  to  7  p.m.;  Wednesday,  Aug.  27  from  5 
to  7  p.m.;  and  Saturday,  Sept.  13  from  10  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

*Local  Teacher  Honored  by  Mayor:  Elizabeth  Abrahams  from 
Visitacion  Valley  Middle  School  was  one  of  ten  S.F.  teachers 
honored  as  part  of  the  City's  "Thank  a  Teacher  Today  Campaign." 
Since  2006,  Mayor  Newsom's  teacher  of  the  Month  Award  has 
recognized  dozens  of  cherished  San  Francisco  teachers  that  were 
nominated  by  students,  parents,  fellow  educators,  administers, 
and  the  community.  Congratulations,  Ms.  Abrahams! 


Another  Unique  Story  from  World  War  II 


Rebuilt  Wrecks  Emerging  Buyer  Threat 


Buying  a  rebuilt  —  but  not  prop- 
erly repaired  —  wreck  of  a  car 
could  wreck  your  finances. 

A  new  study  by  Carfax  shows 
that  millions  of  cars  severely 
damaged  in  major  accidents  have 
been  rebuilt  and  are  up  for  sale. 

Over  the  last  five  years,  the  num- 
ber of  salvaged  cars  on  the  market 
has  increased  nationwide  by  more 

Several  Ways  to  Get 
Better  Gas  Mileage 

Better  driving  habits  can  help 
you  get  the  most  out  of  each  gal- 
lon of  gasoline. 

With  gasoline  around  $4  per 
gallon,  getting  20  percent  better 
mileage  is  like  getting  a  discount 
of  80  cents  a  gallon,  or  saving 
$12  on  each  15-gallon  tank. 

Here  are  a  few  tips  from  the 
nonprofit  National  Institute  for 
Automotive  Service  Excellence 
(ASE): 

*Chill  Out.  Aggressive  driving 
can  waste  one-third  of  your  fuel 
dollar  in  highway  driving. 
Simple  speeding  can  cost  you  7  to 
23  percent  of  your  fuel  dollar. 

*Use  the  Cruise.  Cruise  control 
helps  improve  your  mileage  by 
keeping  your  speed  steady  on 
highways. 

"Clean  Your  Ride.  Every  extra 
hundred  pounds  of  cargo  can  cost 
you  1  percent  of  mileage. 

Tack  Light.  If  going  on  an  auto 
vacation,  pack  as  lightly  as  pos- 
sible and  avoid  using  a  rooftop 
cargo  holder  because  of  the  in- 
creased air  drag. 

*Avoid  Idling.  Reconsider  use  of 
drive-up  windows  at  banks  and 
fast-food  restaurants.  If  waiting 
for  friends,  shut  off  the  engine. 

ASE  was  founded  to  improve 
the  quality  off  automotive  service 
and  repair  through  the  voluntary 
testing  and  certification  of  auto- 
motive technicians. 

ASE-certified  technicians  wear 
blue  and  white  ASE  shoulder  in- 
signia; their  employers  often  dis- 
play the  blue  and  white  ASE  sign. 
For  more  carcare  tips,  visit 
www.ase.com.  saps 


than  50  percent. 

This  problem  is  more  wide- 
spread than  previously  thought. 
Forecasters  predict  that  more 
than  40  million  used  cars  will  be 
purchased  this  year,  making  the 
used-car  market  a  target-rich  en- 
vironment for  scam  artists. 

Experts  estimate  that  more  than, 
5  million  cars  annually  are  deemed 
salvage  after  severe  accidents. 

More  than  half  of  these  cars  are 
resold,  many  by  sellers  who  in- 
tentionally hide  their  damaged 
past. 

Some  of  the  common  problems 
associated  with  previously 
wrecked  vehicles  may  include: 
*Title  washing  Title  documents 
may  be  altered  to  remove  a  salvage 
brand  and  obtain  a  clear  title  from 
another  state. 

*Air  bag  fraud.  Scam  artists  are 
known  to  replace  deployed  air 
bags  with  phony  or  nonworking 
air  bags  to  cut  costs. 

*  Structure! frame  damage.  As  little  as 
8mm  can  compromise  a  car's 
structural  integrity,  which  may 
also  affect  many  of  the  car's  safety 
features. 

*Odometer  rollbacks.  The  odometer 
may  also  be  rolled  back  to  further 
inflate  the  perceived  value  of  the 
vehicle. 

*Car  clipping.  Some  rebuilt  wrecks 
are  actually  two  different  cars 
welded  together. 

Buying  a  salvaged  car  may  not 
be  a  bad  investment,  but  you  must 
make  sure  you're  aware  of  any 
prior  damage  and,  more  impor- 
tant, see  that  the  proper  repairs 
were  made.  Many  salvage  vehicles 
are  rebuilt  properly  and  will  run 
safely  again. 

However,  con  men  can  alter  title 
documents  and  make  cheap  cos- 
metic repairs  to  others  so  they  look 
as  good  as  new  on  paper  and  in 
person. 

Experts  recommend  getting  a 
Carfax  Vehicle  History  Report  that 
qualifies  for  the  Carfax  Buyback 
Guarantee  and  have  a  mechanic 
thoroughly  inspect  the  vehicle  prior 
to  purchase.  For  more  information, 
visit  www.carfax.com.  saps 


You  would  think  by  now  that 
every  significant,  or  even  mod- 
estly interesting,  fact  about 
World  War  II  had  been  un- 
earthed. 

So  we  were  amazed,  and  hugely 
intrigued,  by  a  revelatory  piece 
that  appeared  recently  on  the 
ever-fascinating  website  Mental 
Floss.  The  article,  entitled  World 
War  11  Weapon:  Monopoly  with  Real 
Money,  recounts  the  following 
amazing  story: 

Starting  in  1941,  increasing 
numbers  of  British  airmen  found 
themselves  as  the  involuntary 
guests  of  the  Third  Reich,  and  the 
Crown  was  casting  about  for 
ways  and  means  to  facilitate  their 
escape.  Now  obviously,  one  of  the 
most  helpful  aids  to  that  end  is  a 
useful,  accurate  map,  one  show- 
ing not  only  where-stuff-was, 
but  also  showing  the  locations  of 
"safe  houses"  a  POW  on-the-lam 
could  go  to  for  food  and  shelter. 

Paper  maps  had  real  draw- 
backs: they  make  a  lot  of  noise 
when  you  open  and  fold  them, 
they  wear-out  rapidly,  and  if  they 
get  wet,  they  turn  into  mush. 
Someone  in  the  MI-5  branch  (one 
hopes  it  was  the  youthful  incar- 
nation of  "Q"!),  got  the  idea  of 
printing  escape  maps  on  silk.  It's 
durable,  can  be  scrunched-up 
into  tiny  wads  and  unfolded  as 
many  times  as  needed,  and  makes 
no  noise  whatever. 

At  that  time,  there  was  only  one 
manufacturer  in  Great  Britain 
that  had  perfected  the  technology 
of  printing  on  silk,  and  that  was 
John  Waddington,  Ltd.  When  ap- 
proached by  HM  Government, 
the  firm  was  only  too  happy  to 
do  its  bit  for  the  war  effort. 

By  pure  coincidence,  Waddington's 
wasalsotheUJC  licensee  for  the  popu- 
lar American  board  game,  Mo- 
nopoly. As  it  happened,  "games 
and  pastimes"  was  a  category 
of  item  qualified  for  insertion 
into  "CARE  packages"  dispatched 
by  the  International  Red  Cross  to 
prisoners  of  war  of  all  belligerents. 

Under  strictest  secrecy,  in  a  se- 
curely guarded  and  inaccessible 
old  workshop  on  the  grounds  of 
Waddington's,  a  group  of  sworn- 
to-secrecy  employees  began 
mass-producing  escape  maps, 
keyed  to  each  region  of  Germany 
or  Italy  where  Allied  POW  camps 
were  located  (Red  Cross  packages 
were  delivered  to  prisoners  in  ac- 
cordance with  that  same  regional 
system).  When  processed,  these 
maps  could  be  folded  into  such 
tiny  dots  that  they  would  actu- 


ally fit  inside  a  Monopoly  playing 
piece. 

As  long  as  they  were  at  it,  the 
clever  workmen  at  Waddington's 
also  managed  to  add.  A  playing 
token  containing  a  small  magnetic 
compass  A  two-part  metal  file 
that  could  easily  be  screwed  to- 
gether Useful  amounts  of  genuine 
high-denomination  German,  Ital- 
ian and  French  currency  hidden 
within  the  piles  of  Monopoly 
money!  British  and  American  air 
crews  were  advised,  before  taking 
off  on  their  first  missions,  on  how 
to  identify  a  "rigged"  Monopoly 
set  -  by  means  of  a  tiny  red  dot, 
one  cleverly  rigged  to  look  like  an 
ordinary  printing  glitch,  located 
in  the  comer  of  the  Free  Parking 
square!  Of  the  estimated  35,000 
Allied  POWS  who  successfully 
escaped,  perhaps  one-third  were 
aided  in  their  flight  by  the  rigged 
Monopoly  sets.  Everyone  who  did 
so  was  sworn  to  secrecy  indefi- 
nitely -  HM  Government  might 
want  to  use  this  highly  successful 
ruse  in  another,  future  war. 

The  story  wasn't  declassified 
until  2007,  when  the  surviving 
craftsmen  from  Waddington's,  as 
well  as  the  firm  itself,  were  finally 
honored  in  a  public  ceremony. 

At  any  rate,  it's  always  nice 
when  you  can  play  that  "Get  Out 
of  Jail  Free"  card. 

Neighbors  Learn 
of  Muni  Changes 

From  Page  1 

Another  possible  alteration  is 
to  re- route  the  28L-19th  Avenue 
Limited  to  run  on  the  highway 
to  Balboa  Park  Station  and  then 
express  to  San  Bruno  and  Arleta 
instead  of  terminating  at  Daly 
City  Bart. 

The  29-Sunset  would  also  run 
more  frequently,  but  not  run  all 
the  way  through  the  Presidio  to 
the  Golden  Gate  Bridge  the  way 
it  does  now. 

Other  proposed  transportation 
changes  to  District  10  (Includes 
Potrero  Hill,  Bayview/Hunter's 
Point  and  Visitacion  Valley)  in- 
clude providing  more  direct 
downtown  connections  and  dis- 
continuing portions  of  some 
routes  like  the  54-Felton  to  pro- 
vide a  more  undeviating  route. 
"A  U  of  these  changes  are  designed 
to  anticipate  future  population 
growth  (Candlestick  Cove|  in 
District  10" -SFMTA. 

For  more  information  on  theTEP 
draft  proposals,  please  visit 
www.sftep.com  or  call  311. 
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College  Prep  High  School  Moving  to  the  Neighborhood 


Metropolitan  Arts  and  Tech 
High  School,  or  "Metro"  for  short, 
is  a  small,  college  preparatory, 
free  public  charter  school  that 
will  be  sharing  a  campus  with 
Philip  and  Sala  Burton  High 
School  (formerly  Wood  row  Wil- 
son High  School). 

Metro  has  small  class  sizes,  ex- 
cellent teachers,  nationally-recog- 
nized teaching  methods,  and  a  fo- 
cus on  arts  and  digital  media, 
which  is  integrated  into  all  of  the 
subjects. 

All  of  the  courses  meet  the  re- 
quirements for  admission  to  the 
University  of  California  system. 
Metro  is  one  of  four  Envision 
Schools,  a  Bay  Area  network  of 
high-performing  public  charter 
high  schools. 

Metro  Principal  Glenn  Dennis  re- 
cently answered  questions  about 
the  school  and  its  operation. 
Can  you  briefly  describe  Metropolitan 
Arts  and  Tech  High  School? 

Metropolitan  Arts  and  Tech  High 
School  is  a  small  college  prep  pub- 
lic charter  high  school  dedicated 
to  serving  City  students  gain  ad- 
mission to  a  four-year  university. 
The  school  offers  a  dynamic  col- 
lege prep  curriculum  and  a  full 
spectrum  of  art  and  technology 
courses  over  the  four  grade  levels 
(9-12).  Class  sizes  are  small,  aver- 
aging 22  students  per  classroom. 
Each  semester,  students  complete 
and  present  interdisciplinary 
projects  publicly  to  parents,  com- 
munity members,  and  faculty.  In 
addition,  students  are  required  to 
present  and  defend  a  digital  port- 
folio of  their  best  work  in  order  to 
graduate.  Metro's  graduation  re- 
quirements meet  private  and 
public  university  admission  re- 
quirements. This  year,  approxi- 
mately 95  percent  of  the  senior 
class  gained  admission  to  a  four- 
year  university. 

Last  year,  Metro  posted  the  high- 
est test  score  gain  of  any  public 
school  in  the  City  (95  points!)  and 
earned  a  Similar  School  Ranking 
of  8  out  of  10,  second  only  to  Lowell 
High  SchooL  Test  scores  aside,  stu- 


dents thrive  at  Metro  because  of  the 
project-based  learning,  dedicated 
faculty,  and  the  nurturing,  positive 
climate. 

Tell  us  something  about  you.  Wliere  else 
liaveyou  worked  and  win/  did  you  wont 
to  be  a  principal  at  this  particular '  sdiool? 

I  have  been  an  educator  in  public 
high  schools  for  over  15^ears,  1 2  of 
those  have  been  as  a  classroom 
teacher.  My  first  three  years  were 
at  Jefferson  High  School  but  my  for- 
mative years  were  at  Oceana  High 
SchooL  There,  I  learned  the  value  of 
project-based  learning  and  the 
power  of  having  teachers  collabo- 
rate in  shaping  the  school  culture 
and  curriculum  in  a  beneficial  way. 

I  became  Principal  at  Metro  be- 
cause it  resonated  deeply  with  my 
personal  philosophy  about  educa- 
tion and  possessed  the  necessary 
conditions  (shared  vision,  small 
school,  dynamic  staff,  resources, 
autonomy)  for  success.  I  wanted  to 
work  at  a  school  that  was  commit- 
ted to  raising  expectations  and 
achievement  levels  of  urban  youth 
and  educators. 

Who  else  is  on  your  leadership  team 7 
I  am  privileged  to  work  with 
teacher  leaders  Abby  Benedetto, 
Natalie Costelo,  Dan  Storz,  and  jus- 
tin  Wells.  My  administrative  team 
includes  Todd  Williams,  Vice-Prin- 
cipal of  Student  Support  and  Lexie 
Cala,  Vice- Principal  of  Operations. 
Can  you  tell  us  about  your  teadnhg  staff7 
We  currently  have  about  six 
teachers  for  every  100  students, 
making  our  student-teacher  ratio 
about  18:1.  Metro  recruits  teach- 
ers from  some  of  the  top  universi- 
ties in  the  United  States.  We  look 
for  teachers  that  are  passionate 
about  their  craft,  care  deeply  about 
students,  and  like  to  work  as  part 
of  a  team. 

Where  will  you  be  located  and  why  are 
you  moving  into  tfie  neigliborfiood? 
We  will  be  located  at  400  Mansell, 
at  the  site  currently  occupied  by 
Leadership  High  School.  Our 
school  is  currently  located  at  2340 
jackson  St.  Our  one  year  lease  ex- 
pired and  we  requested  that  SFUSD 
move  us  to  a  location  closer  to 


where  ou  r  students  live  and  we  are 
hoping  to  have  a  long-term  home 
for  our  school. 

Wliatdoyou  want  the  Visitation  Vallnj 
neighbortiood  tokhoivaboul  Metro? 

Metro  is  a  great  choice  for  students 
and  families  who  want  to  attend  a 
performing  college  prep  high 
school.  The  school  is  safe  and  has  a 
positive  environment  that  sup- 
ports student  learning.  Metro  has 
begun  forming  relationships  with 
local  middle  schools  (eg.  Visitacion 
Valley  MS,  MLK,  KIPP  Bayview) 
and  community  based  organiza- 
tions in  the  Portola,  Bayview,  and 
Vistiacion  Valley  neighborhoods. 
How  do  you  see  Metro  helping  the 
Visitacion  Valkytieiglilxyriuxxi7  Andwlial 
kinds  cfacthnhes  unll  you  have  your  stu- 
dents  doing  in  tlte gmiter  communih/7 

Metro  can  help  students  access 
a  quality  education  that  has  the 
possibility  of  transforming  lives 
and  communities.  Students  are 
required  to  complete  a  Workplace 
Learning  Experience  (WLE)  in 
their  junior  and  senior  years 
where  they  serve  as  an  intern  1 
day  a  week  in  the  Spring.  Many 
students  obtain  internships  in  lo- 
cal community  based  organiza- 
tions like  schools,  libraries,  com- 
munity centers,  and  other  non- 
profits. 

How  unll  you  sliare  tlie  campus  with 
Burton  High  Sdiool?  Wliat advantages 
do  you  see  with  tins  arrangement  ?  How 
Wm  you  be  working  with  tlieprmapal  of 
Burton  High  School? 

Metro  plans  on  occupying  the  first 
floor  of  the  Burton  High  School 
campus.  Common  areas  like  the 
gym,  library,  auditorium  and  fields 
will  be  shared.  We  will  still  be  an 
independent  school  with  our  own 
academic  program,  classes,  and  fac- 
ulty We  do  plan  on  collaborating 
with  the  Burton  HS  faculty  in  ar- 
eas like  professional  development. 
Students  from  Metro  will  be  able 
to  play  on  Burton  athletic  teams. 
Hcnvdoesyour  school nurture  drversihj? 

We  recruit  students  from  all  over 
San  Francisco  and  the  Bay  Area.  We 
value  diversity  by  making  learn- 
ing relevant  and  individualized. 


A  student  performance  at  Metro  High 
We  nurture  a  sense  of  community 
through  our  advisory  program 
and  weekly  community  meetings. 
Issues  that  affect  youth  and  per- 
sonal identity  are  addressed 
through  the  curriculum.  Our  small 
school  size  ensures  that  students 
who  differ  by  race,  class,  learning 
needs,  sexual  orientation,  and  per- 
sonality feel  safe  and  supported. 
Wliat  am  your  students  like?  What  kinds 
of  students  would  you  like  to  attract7 
Wlio  would  like  your  school? 

Our  school  is  one  of  the  most  eth- 
nically and  sodo-economically  di- 
verse schools  in  the  City.  We  seek 
students  who  will  be  the  first  in 
their  families  to  go  to  college.  Metro 
also  wants  students  who  love 
learning  and  who  seek  a  strong 
sense  of  community  and  personal- 
ization. Students  who  enjoy  the 
arts  and  project-based  learning 
would  also  benefit  from  attending 
Metro.  The  school  is  ideal  for  stu- 
dents who  seek  a  small  school  and 
who  might  get  lost  in  a  large,  com- 
petitive academic  environment 
Haw  do  you  prepare  your  students  for 
college  and  for  tlieir  lives  after  college  ? 

All  our  courses  are  college  prep 
UC-CSU  approved.  Our  gradua- 
tion requirements  meet  the  admis- 
sion requirements  for  four  year 
private  and  public  universities.  We 
have  a  full-time  college  advisor 
who  provides  the  support  and 
personal  attention  to  help  students 


School,  moving  to  me  Valley  this  fall! 

navigate  the  college  admission 
and  financial  aid  systems.  Each 
student  receives  information 
about  college  through  the  advi- 
sory program,  especially  in  the 
upper  grades.  We  offer  SAT  prep, 
college  application  workshops,  fi- 
nancial aid  consulting,  campus 
visits,  speakers,  and  fairs.  Stu- 
dents also  complete  two  semes- 
ters of  a  Workplace  Learning  Ex- 
perience to  explore  possible  ca- 
reers and  the  world  of  work 
Whotkmdofsitpportareyoit  lookmgfor 
from  the  businesses,  residents,  and  non- 
profit organizations  in  theneigliborfiood? 
We  are  always  looking  to  place 
students  in  quality  Workplace 
Learning  Experiences  in  busi- 
nesses or  non-profit  organiza- 
tions. Community  organizations 
that  can  provide  social,  health, 
or  educational  services  and/or 
opportunities  for  students/fami- 
lies. Metro  welcomes  any  finan- 
cial or  volunteer  support  from 
the  community. 

How  can  wefbidout  more  about  Metro? 
Visit  Metro's  website:  at  http:// 
www.es-metro.org/  You  can  also 
arrange  a  visit  by  contacting 
Ruth  Medina,  our  Office  Manager, 
at  415-550-5920.  We  are  still  ac- 
cepting applications  for  the  next 
school  year  for  grades  9-10.  Up- 
coming information  sessions  and 
questions  related  to  admission 
can  also  be  found  on  the  website. 


Helping  Older  Drivers  to  Find  the  Right  Kinds  of  Cars 


A  new  study  from  AAA  finds  that 
technology  can't  resolve  all  the  chal- 
lenges faced  by  older  drivers,  but 
it  can  help.  AAA  is  teaming  up  with 
the  University  of  Florida's  National 
Older  Driver  Research  and  Train- 
ing Center  (NODRTC)  to  identify 
vehicle  features  that  can  assist 
drivers  with  visual,  physical  and 
mental  changes  often  associated 
with  aging. 

"We  are  committed  to  helping  driv- 
ers stay  on  the  road  safely  as  long  as 
possible,"  said  Sean  Comey,  spokes- 
person for  AAA  of  Northern  Califor- 
nia. "  Knowing  what  to  look  for  when 
choosing  a  vehicle  is  an  important 
part  of  a  comprehensive  strategy  for 
drivers  as  they  get  older." 

As  a  person  ages,  physiological 
changes  can  affect  driving  ability. 
Muscle  strength,  reaction  times, 
range  of  motion  and  visual  acuity 
tend  to  diminish  as  part  of  the  natu- 
ral  aging  process  Also,  the  in- 
creased prevalence  of  health  issues 
such  as  arthritis,  hip  and  knee  joint 
pain  or  osteoporosis  can  reduce  the 
ability  to  safely  perform  the  com- 
plex task  of  driving. 

People  65  and  older  are  the  fast- 
est growing  population  segment  in 
the  United  States.  By  2020  there 
will  be  more  than  40  million  li- 
censed drivers  age  65  and  older. 

"Many  of  the  changes  our  bodies 
experience  as  we  age  can  affect  our 
ability  to  safely  operate  a  vehicle," 
said  Dennis  P.  McCarthy,  co-direc- 
tor of  the  University  of  Florida's 
NODRTC  "When  looking  for  ways 
to  help  maintain  an  older  person's 
safety,  ifs  important  to  address  the 
vehicle  they  are  driving.  Today, 
specific  vehicle  features  can  help 
improve  driver  comfort  and 
safety."  Because  everyone  ages  dif- 


ferently, AAA  recommends  mature 
drivers  look  for  vehicles  with  fea- 
tures that  address  their  specific 
needs  and  health  issues.  These  may 
include: 

•Active  head  restraints:  This  type  of 
restraint  moves  forward  to  cushion 
the  head  if  the  car  is  hit  from  be- 
hind, helping  reduce  neck  injuries. 

'Adjustable  pedals:  With  a  push  of 
a  button,  the  driver  can  adjust  the 
accelerator  and  brake  pedals,  a  fea- 
ture especially  helpful  for  shorter 
drivers  to  reach  the  pedals  while 
ensuring  they  are  a  safe  distance  (at 
least  12  inches)  from  the  airbag 
mounted  in  the  steering-wheel. 

'Power-operated  seats:  These  re- 
quire less  strength  to  adjust.  The 
seats  should  offer  at  least  a  six-way 
adjustment:  forward  and  back- 
ward, up  and  down,  and  seatback 
forward  and  backward. 

•Large  knobs  and  buttons:  Audio 
and  climate  controls  with  large  fea- 
tures are  easier  to  see,  and  there- 
fore less  distracting. 

*Large/wide-angle  mirrors:  For 
those  who  have  difficulty  turning 
or  twisting  to  look  to  the  rear  when 
changing  lanes  or  backing  up. 

•Moderate  step-in  height:  A  low- 
slung  sports  car  may  look  snazzy, 
but  it  requires  extra  strength  and 
flexibility  to  get  into  and  out  of  the 
vehicle.  Likewise,  a  tall  SUV  re- 
quires extra  effort  to  climb  up  into 
a  seat. 

*Four  doors:  Though  not  as  sporty, 
four-door  models  make  entry  and 
exit  easier,  especially  if  the  car  has 
a  rear  seat.  Two-door  cars  also  have 
longer,  heavier  doors,  requiring 
more  strength  to  open  and  close. 

•Keyless  entry:  Operated  by  a 
push-button  on  the  key  fob,  this 
feature  is  good  for  those  with  ar- 


thritic hands  who  find  it  painful  to 
twist  a  key. 

•Keyless  ignition:  Utilizing  a  dash- 
mounted  push-button  instead  of  a 
traditional  key,  keyless  ignition  is 
beneficial  to  those  with  stiff  or  pain- 
ful fingers. 

Tilt/telescoping  steering  wheel: 
The  extra  adjustments  help  the 
driver  find  a  safe  distance  from  the 
front  airbag,  as  well  as  a  comfort- 
able position  that  alleviates  knee, 
back,  hip,  neck  or  shoulder  pain. 

•Brake  assist  Helps  the  driver  gen- 
erate enough  force  during  emer- 
gency braking  to  stop  the  car  in 
time  to  prevent  a  collision. 

*Low  trunk  height:  Lower  access 
to  a  trunk,  as  well  as  a  wide  open- 
ing, make  it  easier  to  load  and  un- 
load heavy  parcels. 

•Anti-lock  brakes:  ABS  prevents 
the  wheels  from  locking  during 
hard  braking,  helping  the  driver 
retain  steering  control  and  elimi- 
nating the  need  to  pump  the 
brakes,  an  action  that  might  be  chal- 
lenging for  some  older  drivers. 

•Side/side-curtain  airbags:  Side 
airbags  protect  the  torso,  pelvis 
and  head.  Older,  frail  adults  -  more 
prone  to  death  or  injury  in  crashes 
than  younger  people  -  may  espe- 
cially benefit  from  additional 
airbags. 

•Dual-stage/dual- threshold 
airbags:  The  airbag  inflation  force 
varies  based  on  driver/passenger 
weight,  distance  from  airbags  and 
crash  severity  -  important  for  frail 
adults  who  may  be  injured  by 
airbags  that  deploy  too  hard. 

•Stability-control:  This  feature 
helps  prevent  loss  of  control  in  a 
rum,  especially  on  slippery  roads 
It's  particularly  beneficial  to  older 
drivers  with  slowed  reaction 


times,  because  it  automatically 
makes  quick  corrections  to  keep  the 
car  on  course. 

More  information  about  the 
"Smart  Features  for  Mature  Driv- 
ers" study  can  be  found  online  at 
aaa.com/seniors.  AAA  of  Northern 
California  offers  a  wide  array  of 
safety  programs  designed  to  help 
older  drivers  and  their  families 
available  at  aaa.com/seniordrivers 
These  include: 

*Rondu  ve  Ream  ',  an  interactive  com- 
puter program  that  measures  physi- 


cal and  mental  abilities  shown  to  be 
the  strongest  predictors  of  crash  risk 
among  older  drivers. 

*Online  Mature  Drwer  Course  which 
helps  lower  the  risk  of  traffic  viola- 
tions, collision  and  injury.  Com  pie 
tion  of  the  course  may  qualify  for  a 
three-year  insurance  discount. 

*T)ie  Older  and  Wiser  Driver  brochure 
with  tips  on  vision,  cognition,  fit- 
ness, and  medications. 

*How  to  Help  an  Older  Dni>er  bro- 
chure, a  help  plan  for  giving  up 
the  keys. 


Burton  Students  Explore  Impact  of  War 


What  does  it  mean  to  live 
through  a  time  of  war?  As  the  U.S. 
marks  more  than  five  years  of  war 
in  Iraq,  student  journalists  at 
Phillip  &  Sala  Burton  High  School 
have  explored  that  vital  question 
by  interviewing  veterans,  consci- 
entious objectors,  antiwar  activ- 
ists, and  civilian  survivors  about 
their  experiences  of  wartime. 

The  stories  the  Burton  student 
journalists  have  collected  are  re- 
markable and  reflect  the  ongoing 
impact  of  war  on  our  community: 

•Freshman  William  Tatlonghari  s 
grandmother  Juanita  Tatlonghari 
told  her  grandson  about  her  expe- 
riences living  through  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  Philippines  by  the  Japa- 
nese in  World  War  II. 

•Senior  Ronnisha  Johnson  inter- 
viewed Sean  Movnihan,  a  young 
man  suffering  from  post-trau- 
matic stress  disorder  after  com- 
ing home  from  the  current  war  in 
Iraq. 

•Junior  James  Tong  talked  to  his 
English  teacher  Robert  Emerson 
about  his  participation  in  the 
movement  against  the  war  in 
Vietnam. 

•Freshman  Marisela  Perez  spoke 


to  Fusako  de  Angelis,  who  as  a 
child  lived  through  the  bombing 
of  Japan  by  the  United  States  in 
World  War  D. 

These  are  just  a  few  of  the  stories 
the  Burton  student  journalists  col- 
lected. They  also  spoke  with  com- 
"Tn  unity  and  family  members  who 
survived  war  in  China,  Vietnam, 
and  the  occupied  Palestinian  ter- 
ritories, as  well  as  veterans  of 
World  War  U,  the  Vietnam  War, 
and  the  Gulf  War.  Together,  they 
create  an  audio  mosaic  of  the 
ways  wars  have  shaped  the  lives 
of  people  of  all  ages  in  the  Bay  Area. 

Highlights  from  those  inter- 
views were  featured  in  an  hour- 
long  documentary  Stories  During 
Wartime,  broadcast  on  91.7 
KALW-FM  public  radio  on  Memo 
rial  Day. 

Stories  During  Wartime  a  col-- 
laboration  between  Burton  High 
School,  91 .7  KALW,  and  the  Osher 
Lifelong  Learning  Institutes  at  UC 
Berkeley  and  S.F.  State  was  made 
possible  by  the  generous  support 
of  the  California  Story  Fund  of  the 
California  Council  for  the  Humani' 
ties,  Adobe  Youth  Voices,  and  the  , 
S.F.  Education  Fund. 


Be  Shrewd  When  Passing  Along  Assets 


VSTAOONVAUfYGRAPEVtCJUNE  2008-13 


h/  Jason  Alderman 

If  you're  among  the  45  percent  of 
Americans  who've  already  written 
a  will  you  may  think  you've  done 
everything  necessary  to  ensure  a 
smooth  transition  of  your  assets  to 
your  heirs.  Not  necessarily. 

Some  people  draft  their  will  but 
never  amend  it,  even  after  impor- 
tant life-changing  events.  Others 
lose  out  on  favorable  tax  advantages 
available  when  they  transfer  assets 
to  beneficiaries  while  still  alive. 

Here  are  a  few  tips  for  more  effec- 
tively settling  your  affairs: 

First,  calculate  your  net  worth 
Draw  up  a  list  of  all  personal  prop- 
erty (house,  car,  jewelry,  furniture, 
etc.)  and  other  financial  assets  and 
accounts  such  as  IRAs,  401  (k)  and 
pension  benefits,  bank  accounts,  in- 
vestments and  stocks.  This  can  be  a 
helpful  exercise  when  deciding  how 
to  allocate  your  assets. 

More  importantly,  periodically 
reviewing  your  list  might  reveal 
whether  you've  been  spending 
your  savings  too  rapidly,  thereby 
providing  an  opportunity  to  re- 
jigger  your  budget  and  curb 
harmful  spending  habits.  For  help 
creating  a  workable  budget,  check 
out  the  tools  on  Visa  Inc.'s  free  per- 
sonal financial  management  site, 
Practical  Money  Skills  for  Life 
(www.practicalmoneyskills.com/ 
budgeting). 

Update  legal  paperwork  peri- 
odically. This  includes  updating 
your  will  and  all  beneficiary  des- 
ignation forms  for  insurance,  re 
tirement  plans  and  other  financial 
accounts  whenever  your  life  situ- 
ation changes  -  for  example,  after 
marriage,  divorce,  birth  of  child, 
or  death  of  spouse  or  beneficiary. 

What  could  go  wrong?  Suppose 
you  divorced  and  remarried:  If 
you  never  changed  beneficiaries, 
your  life  insurance  benefit  could 
go  to  your  former  spouse;  or  if  you 
forgot  to  add  new  children  as  co- 
beneficiaries,  they  could  inad- 
vertently be  left  out  of  your  es- 
tate. Consult  a  financial  profes- 
sional about  your  particular  situ- 
ation. If  you  don't  know  one, 
www.plannersearch.org  is  a  good 
place  to  start  your  search. 


Reap  tax  savings.  There  are  sev- 
eral ways  you  can  lower  your  taxes 
while  sharing  your  assets  with  oth- 
ers. For  example,  if  you  itemize  in- 
come tax  deductions,  any  contribu- 
tions made  to  IRS-qualified,  tax-ex- 
empt organizations  are  deductible. 
So  if  you  were  planning  to  leave 
cash,  stock  or  property  to  a  charity 
anyway,  you  might  be  able  to  sig- 
nificantly reduce  your  tax  bite  while 
you're  still  around  to  enjoy  making 
a  donation.  See  IRS  Publication  526 
at  www.irs.gov  for  details. 

If  you  were  planning  to  leave 
money  to  others  after  you  die  and 
can  afford  to  now,  you're  allowed 
up  to  $12,000  a  year  in  gifts  per  in- 
dividual before  having  to  pay  a  gift 
tax.  Note  that  gifts  to  pay  for  tuition 
or  medical  expenses  and  gifts  to 
your  spouse,  charities  and  political 
organizations  generally  are  not  tax- 
able. Go  to  Publication  950  at 
www.irs.gov  for  more  details. 

Finance  college.  If  you  plan  to 
help  pay  for  education  for  your 
kids,  grandchildren  or  others, 
there  are  several  tax-advantaged 
ways  to  start  putting  aside  money 
now.  For  example,  when  you  con- 
tribute to  a  529  Qualified  State  Tu- 
ition Plan  or  Coverdell  Education 
Savings  Account,  interest  earned 
on  the  accounts  is  tax-exempt 
when  used  for  tuition,  books  and 
other  qualified  expenses. 

The  U.S.  Securities  and  Ex- 
change Commission's  website 
provides  information  on  529 
plans  (www.sec.gov/investor/ 
pubs/intro529.htm)  and  the  IRS's 
site  explains  Coverdell  accounts 
(www.irs.gov/taxtopics/ 
tc310.html).  Another  website, 
www.savingforcollege.com,  dis- 
cusses these  and  other  education 
financing  methods. 

Organ  donation.  Nearly  100,000 
Americans  are  on  organ-donation 
waiting  lists.  To  be  a  donor,  you 
must  arrange  it  before  you  die.  For 
details,  go  to  www.organdonor.gov 

Don't  leave  important  decisions 
about  how  your  assets  will  be 
distributed  up  to  chance;  and  if 
you  can  afford  to  start  sharing 
now,  take  advantage  of  available 
tax  benefits. 


June  Class  at  Garden  for  the  Environment 

Garden  for  the  Environment  (GFE) 
will  offer  the  following  class  in  June 
on  Saturday  at  the  half-acre  organic 
demonstration  garden  in  San  Fran- 
cisco on  7th  Avenue  at  La  wton  Street 
Since  its  founding  in  1990,  the  gar- 
den has  operated  as  a  demonstra- 
tion site  for  small-scale  urban  eco- 
logical food  production,  organic  gar- 
dening, compost  education  and  low 
water-use  landscaping. 

To  pre-register  for  classes,  call 
(415)  731-5627  or  email  info® 
gardenfortheenvironment.org. 

*June7:  Urban  Composting  from  10 
a.m.  to  12  noon.  Give  your  summer 


garden  a  boost  that  will  guarantee 
vibrant  colors  and  delectable  veggies 
for  the  months  to  follow.  Aside  from 
encouraging  beneficial  soil  organ- 
isms and  conserving  a  non-renew- 
able resource,  composting  makes  an 
excellent  fertilizer  that  releases  nu- 
trients slowly  at  a  rate  which  the 
plants  can  use  them.  This  fun,  hands- 
on  class  teaches  methods  for  back- 
yard and  worm  composting  for 
home  and  community  gardens. 
Come  learn  what  you  can  do  to  im- 
prove your  garden  and  prevent  or- 
ganic waste  from  ending  up  in  the 
landfill.  Free! 

California  Still  Home  to  Least-Affordable  Housing  in  Nation 

SACRAMENTO  -  Fueled  by 


Plenty  of  Bargains  at  the  Third  Annual  Sidewalk  Sale 


by  Nick  Wolff 

We  couldn't  have  asked  for  bet- 
ter weather;  After  a  three-day 
heat  wave  where  temperatures  in 
the  Valley  approached  triple  dig- 
its, conditions  were  ideal  Satur- 
day, May  17th  for  the  Third  An- 
nual Leland  Avenue  Sidewalk 
Sale. 

The  event,  which  was  attended 
by  an  estimated  250  residents, 
was  by  all  indications  was  a  huge 
success. 

From  Bayshore  Boulevard  to 
Rutland  Street,  merchants  lined 
Iceland  Avenue  with  tables  and 
balloons  offering  discounts,  sales, 
lunch  specials  and  free  offers. 
Among  the  free  items  were  books 
for  children  and  young  adults 
provided  by  the  Children's  Book 
Project  of  San  Francisco.  The 
Visitacion  Valley  Public  Library 
(45  Leland  Ave.)  provided  free  li- 
brary cards  for  passersby  and  JB's 
The  Shop  (160A  Leland  Ave.)  of- 
fered their  famous  design  work 
free  of  charge  for  anyone  who  re- 
ceived a  haircut  during  the  Side- 
walk Sale. 

Among  the  delicious  lunch  spe- 
cials to  be  had  were:  Hot  Dogs  and 
Fruit  Jello  at  the  Hernandez 
Taqueria  (98  Leland  Ave.),  $2 
Fried  Rice  or  Noodles  at  Happy 
Family  Fast  Food  (107  Leland 
Ave.),  free  soft  drinks  with  any 
meal  purchase  at  G&L  Bakery 
(198  Leland  Ave.)  and  $1 .00  House 
Blend  Coffee  at  Joe  Leland  Coffee 
Shop  (28  Leland  Ave.). 

Across  the  street,  San  On  Herbs 
(33  Leland  Ave.)  offered  a  variety 
of  Chinese  Herbs  for  under  a  dol- 
lar. Closer  to  Bayshore  Blvd.: 
Rainbow  Retail  (21  Leland  Ave.) 
has  specials  on  toys  and  purses, 
Golden  99Cent  Zone  (5  Leland 
Ave.)  offered  a  variety  of  special 
gift  items,  and  Shun  Lee  Market 
(2400  Bayshore  Blvd.)  had  dis- 
counted soft  drinks  and  Ramen 
Noodles. 

Not  to  be  outdone  was  La  Loma 
Produce  Market  (65  Leland  Ave.), 
which  had  purses  marked  30 
percent  off  to  go  with  their  Gua- 
temalan delicacies.  Across  the 
street  Casa  Lopez  Produce  (58 
Leland  Ave.)  drew  large  crowds 
with  their  fresh  fruit,  Mango  on  a 
Stick  and  Com  on  the  Cob.  Next 
door,  May  May  Beauty  Salon  (60 
Leland  Ave.)  had  all  services 
marked  20  percent  off. 

Hong  Kong  Hair  &  Nail  Beauty 
Salon's  (199  Leland  Ave.)  $2  off 
haircut-wash-blowdry  purchase 
and  $8  off  color-cut-dry  treatment 
sale  was  a  fantastic  deal  not  only 
on  Saturday,  May  1 7  but  anytime, 
when  you  bring  in  the  Sidewalk 
Sale  flier! 

Finally,  Bay  Wash  Laundromat 
(44  Leland  Ave.)  had  laundry  de- 


Met  Wdlf 

Plenty  of  bargains  in  goods,  services  and  food  could  be  found  in  Visitacion 
Valley  on  May  17  dunng  the  Third  Annual  Leland  Avenue  Sidewalk  Sale. 

you  to  all  the  business  owners 
who  took  their  products  and  ser- 
vices out  from  their  storefront  and 
onto  the  Leland  Avenue  sidewalk. 
For  those  who  missed  it,  there's 
always  next  year.  Don't  forget  to 
check  out  www.vvboom.org  to 
keep  up  with  all  Leland-Bayshore 
Corridor  activities. 
Nick  Wolff  is  program  manager  of 
Visitacion  Valley  Business  Opportunities 
and  Outreach  to  Merchants  (WBOOM). 


tergent  priced  down  to  only  $1 
along  with  soft  drinks  and  snacks 
for  sale.  Leland  Avenue  Dry  Clean- 
ers (151  Leland  Ave.)  had  10  per- 
cent off  all  dry  cleaning  and  no 
Leland  Avenue  Sidewalk  Sale 
would  be  complete  without 
Dragon  City  Aquarium  (144  Leland 
Ave.)  who  offered  their  unique 
products  and  discounted  fish  food. 

It  was  quite  a  day  to  shop  beautiful 
downtown  Visitacion  Valley.  Thank 


sharp  price  reductions  in  many 
Central  Valley  communities, 
housing  affordability  soared  in 
many  parts  of  California  during 
the  first  quarter  of  2008,  but  the 
welcome  news  for  prospective 
homebuyers  doesn't  mean  an 
end  to  the  state's  chronic  hous- 
ing affordability  crisis,  the  CEO 
of  the  California  Building  Indus- 
try Association  said  May  20. 

Robert  Rivinius,  the  home- 
building  association's  President 
and  CEO,  noted  that  while  the 
results  of  the  quarterly  National 
Association  of  Home  Builders/ 
Wells  Fargo  Housing  Opportu- 
nity Index  are  encouraging  for 
homebuyers,  the  fact  remains 
that  affordability  in  the  state's 
major  metro  areas  continues  to 
be  depressingly  low. 

In  addition,  underlying  demo- 
graphic trends  point  to  rising 
prices  in  the  future  once  the  large 
supply  of  foreclosed  homes  is  sold. 

"On  a  statewide  basis,  the  HOI 
found  that  a  median-income 
family  could  have  afforded  31 


percent  of  the  new  and  existing 
homes  that  were  sold  during  the 
first  quarter,  which  is  a  signifi- 
cant increase  over  previous  quar- 
ters," Rivinius  said. 

"But  the  bulk  of  those  affordability 
gains  were  in  communities  most 
affected  by  the  subprime  mortgage 
and  foreclosure  issues,  especially 
communities  in  the  Central  Valley. 

Affordability  in  most  major 
metro  areas  remains  at  or  below 
25  percent,  and  we  need  our  state 
and  federal  lawmakers  to  look  at 
ways  to  streamline  the 
homebuilding  process,  restore 
credit  to  the  market,  and  ease  regu- 
lations to  make  housing  more  af- 
fordable when  the  market  corrects 
itself." 

Many  economists  believe  the 
current  upswing  in  affordability 
will  be  short-lived.  For  example, 
Gopal  Ahluwalia,  Vice  President 
of  Research  for  NAHB,  said  he  ex- 
pects affordability  to  decrease  in 
California  when  the  market  rums 
around. 

"With  declining  home  prices, 
lower  mortgage  interest  rates  and 


higher  household  income  for  2008, 
affordability  has  improved," 
Ahluwalia  said.  "We  expect  the 
market  to  stabilize  in  the  third 
quarter  of  2008  and  start  picking 
up  in  2009.  With  a  decline  in  hous- 
ing inventory  and  rising  demand, 
home  prices  are  likely  to  start 
moving  up  in  2009,  thereby  im- 
pacting affordability." 

Rivinius  said  the  most-crucial  bills 
for  restoring  the  homebuilding  mar- 
ket are  federal  legislation  to  make 
permanent  higher  conforming  loan 
limits  and  establish  a  $7,500 
homebuyer  tax  credit,  and  state 
bills  sponsored  by  CBIA  to  give 
builders  more  time  to  build  ap- 
proved projects  and  to  allow 
many  impact  fees  to  be  paid  when 
a  home  is  sold  instead  of  when 
the  building  permit  is  obtained. 

"All  of  these  bills  continue  mov- 
ing forward  in  Congress  and  here 
in  Sacramento,  and  we  urge  law- 
makers in  both  capitols  to  pass 
these  measures  quickly  to  help 
stabilize  the  market,  improve  the 
economy,  and  ensure  that  quali- 
fied buyers  can  obtain  the  credit 


they  need,"  he  said.  The  Sacramento  region  became 
During  the  first  quarter  of  2008,  California's  most  affordable  mar- 
seven  of  the  10  least-affordable  ket  with  49.7  percent  affordability, 
metro  areas  in  the  nation  were  lo-  up  from  27.2  percent  in  the  fourth 
cated  in  California,  as  were  15  of  quarter  of  2007.  Butte  and  Shasta 
the  bottom  20.  While  showing  a  counties  became  the  second  and 
slight  up-tick  in  affordability,  Los  third  most  affordable  markets 
Angeles  County  was  the  nation's  in  California,  with  41.5  percent 
least-affordable  market,  with  and  38.1  percent  affordability, 
just  10.5  percent  of  the  homes  sold  respectively, 
affordable  to  a  median-income  Nationwide,  53.8  percent  of  new 
familv,  up  from  6.2  percent  in  the  and  existing  homes  sold  in  the  first 
fourth  quarter  of  2007.  quarter  were  affordable  to  fami- 
Rounding  out  the  bottom  five  lies  earning  the  national  median 
metro  areas  in  the  nation  were  income.  Kokomo,  Ind.,  remained 
New  York  City  (12.5  percent),  San  the  nation's  most-affordable  ma- 
Francisco,  San  Mateo  and  Marin  jor  housing  market  with  an 
counties  (12.7  percent),  Monterey  affordability  ranking  of  95.3  per- 
County  (13.1  percent)  and  San  cent,  followed  closely  by  Lima, 
Luis  Obispo  County  ( 1 3.8  percent).  Ohio,  with  a  ranking  of  95  percent. 

Fundraiser  to  Preserve  Diego  Rivera  Mural 

City  College  of  San  Francisco  stu-  free  of  charge, 
dents  from  the  Diego  Rivera,  Art  and  The  fundraiser  will  include  do- 
Social  Change  Class  will  hold  a  nated  works  of  art  which  will  be 
fundraiser  event  to  preserve  the  auctioned  off.  Also  auctioned  will 
College's  Diego  Rivera  mural  on  be  the  new  Tashan  book  entitled  Di- 
Wednesday,  June  18  from  6-9  p.m..  ego  Rivera:  tlie  Complete  Murals. 
at  the  Auditorium  of  the  Women's  '  Music  and  dance  performances 
Building  located  on  3543  1 8th  St.  in  will  include  classical  guitarist  Chris- 
the  Mission  District  topher  Kilday  as  well  as  the  Aztec 

The  public  is  invited  to  attend  dance  troop  Xolo  Sacred  Dance 
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Grapevine  Puzzler  Sonoma  County  Towns 
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Agua 
Caliente 
Annapolis 

Asti 
Bloomfield 
Bodega 
Bodega 
Bay 
Boyes  Hot 
Springs 
Camp 
Meeker 
Cazadero 


Cloverdale 
Cotati 
Duncans 

Mills 
El  Verano 
Eldridge 
Fetters  Hot 

Springs 
Forestville 
Fort  Ross 
Freestone 

Fulton 
Geyserville 


Glen  Ellen 

Graton 
Guerneville 
Healdsburg 
Jenner 
Kenwood 
Lakeville 
Monte  Rio 
Occidental 
Penngrove 
Petaluma 
Preston 
Rio  Nido 


Rhonert  Park 
Santa  Rosa 
Schellville 
Sea  Ranch 
Sebastopol 
Sonoma 
Stewarts 

Point 
Two  Rock 
Valley  Ford 
Villa  Grande 
Vineburg 
Windsor 


Poor  Rix  Almanac 


) 


1871 

Match  clues  to  answers. 

1 .  It  joined  the  confederation  of 
Canada  on  July  20. 

2.  He  became  President  of  the 
French  Republic  on  Aug.  31. 

3.  This  was  opened  on  Mar.  29  in 
England  by  Queen  Victoria. 

4.  Biggest  among  four  infernos  to 
break  out  around  Lake  Michigan 
on  Oct  8. 

5.  Country  surrendered  on  Jan.  10 
to  end  the  Franco-Prussian  War. 

6.  First  game  ever  played  on 
May  4. 

7.  Han  system  was  abolished  here 
on  Aug.  29. 

8.  British  occupiedy  the  Klipdrift 
here  on  Oct.  27. 

9.  Giuseppe  Garibaldi's  troops  were 


victorious  here  on  Jan.  21. 

10.  He  became  King  of  Spain  on 
Jan.  2. 

11.  He  located  the  missing  Dr. 
Livingstone  near  Lake  Tanganyika 
on  Nov.  10,  saying  "Dr.  Livingstone 
I  presume?" 

12.  New  York  political  giant  was 
arrested  on  Oct.  27. 

A.  Royal  Albert  Hall 

B.  France 

C.  Adolphe  Thiers 

D.  Henry  Morton  Stanley 

E.  Dijon 

F.  Boss  Tweed 

G.  British  Columbia 

H.  South  Africa 

I.  Major  League  Baseball 
J.  Great  Chicago  Fire 

K.  Amadeus  I 
L.  Japan 
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'Bayonets  are  believed  to  have 
been  invented  by  Basque  soldiers 
in  the  17th  century,  who  stuck  their 
knives  at  the  ends  of  their  muskets 
after  running  out  of  gunpowder  on 
the  Bayonette  Ridge. 

The  average  American  house- 
hold uses  about  1 10,000  gallons  of 
water  a  year. 

The  standard  wine  bottle  holds 
about  three  quarters  of  a  liter. 

The  first  permanent  European 
settlement  of  Canada  was  headed 
by  explorer  Samuel  de  Champain 
in  Nova  Scotia  in  1605. 

The  killer  whale  is  actually  a 
dolphin. 

*Earth's  moon  is  slightly  egg- 
shaped. 

The  tallest  structure  in  the  U.S. 
is  a  TV  tower  in  North  Dakota 
that's  2,063  feel  high. 

(  Grapevine  Five  Years  Ago^ 
JUNE  2003 

•Community  members  watched 
intently  as  the  new  clubhouse  at 
Visitacion  Valley  Playground  on 
Leland  Avenue  and  Cora  Street 
was  built.  Proudly  displaying  the 
name  of  its  neighborhood  it  serves, 
the  facility  was  scheduled  to  open 
to  the  public  in  the  summer. 


Match  quotes  to  speakers. 

1 .  "There  is  no  sincerer  love  than 
the  love  of  food." 

2.  "You  can't  wait  for  inspiration. 
You  have  to  go  after  it  with  a  club." 

3.  "Fishing  is  great  discipline  in 
the  equality  of  men  —  because  all 
men  are  equal  before  fish!" 

4.  "Gratitude  is  when  memory 
is  stored  in  the  heart  and  not  in 
the  mind." 

5.  "When  we  remember  we  are 
all  mad,  the  mysteries  disappear 
and  life  stands  explained." 

6.  "Everyone  has  his  day  and  some 
days  last  longer  than  others." 

7.  "Anything  will  give  up  its  se- 
crets if  you  love  it  enough." 

8.  "Money  is  always  there,  but 
the  pockets  change." 

9.  "The  trouble  with  the  rat  race 
is  that  even  if  you  win  you're  still 
a  rat." 

A.  Jack  London 

B.  George  Washington  Carver 

C.  Lionel  Hampton 

D.  Mark  Twain 

E.  Gertrude  Stein 

F.  Lily  Tomlin 

G.  George  Bernard  Shaw 

H.  Winston  Churchill 
L  Herbert  Hoover 
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Sump,  the  Gump 


Don't 
Just  S 
Sit 
iThere 


by  Rix  Quinn 

Hey,  Poor  Rix:  What  is  the  oldest 
domesticated  animal?  -  Pet  Fancier 

Probably  the  dog,  who  bonded 
with  humans  over  12,000  years 
ago.  The  second  animal  domesti- 
cated was  the  Neanderthal  bach- 
elor. But  many  of  them  returned  to 
the  wild. 

Poor  Rix:  I  hate  houseflies.  How 
long  do  they  live?  -  Fly  Swatter 

Far  too  long!  Actually,  the  aver- 
age fly  lives  only  15  days.  But  if  he 
works  out  and  stays  away  from 
insect  sprays  and  bug-zappers,  he 
might  make  it  to  21. 

Dear  Poor  Rix:  What  do  you  know 
about  the  best  real  estate  buy  ever 
made?  -  Land  Owner 

I  suppose  it  would  be  Peter 
Minuet's  1 636  purchase  of  Manhat- 
tan for  $24  plus  some  trinkets  and 
beads.  Coincidentally,  Poor  Rix 
spent  the  identical  amount  on  his 
wife  for  our  anniversary. 

Poor  Rix:  What  can  you  tell  me 
about  eye  make-up?  -  Student 

Historians  say  that  the  earliest 
eye  glitter  was  made  from  lustrous, 
crushed  beetle  shells.  People  wore 
the  shiny  stuff  awhile,  but  then  it 
began  to  bug  them. 

Ancient  cultures  also  prized  early 
face  powder,  which  contained  lots 
of  lead.  They  applied  this  deadly 
substance  liberally  to  their  faces 
and  necks.  This  made  them  look 
good  but  feel  bad 

Sadly,  many  died.  Maybe  that's 
where  we  get  the  term  "drop-dead 
gorgeous." 

Dear  Poor  Rix:  What  do  you  think 
about  the  current  business  climate? 
—  Worried 

Poor  Rix  believes  that  weak  eco- 
nomic times  are  like  cold  sores.  No 
matter  what  you  do,  they  will  prob- 
ably eventually  get  better. 

How  long  does  it  take  a  chicken  to 
hatch  eggs?  —  Curious 

A  long  time.  But  time  means  noth- 
ing to  a  chicken 

Actually,  it  takes  about  21  days 
for  a  chick  to  come  out  of  its 

^Baby  Boomers*^ 

by  Rix  Quinn 

Question-  "When  I  was  a  Boomer 
child,  we  heard  a  lot  about  'sandlot 
baseball'  You  don't  hear  that  term 
much  anymore.  Why?" 

Answer  Here's  my  guess:  back  in 
the  50's,  60's,  and  70's  Boomers 
might  just  meet  somewhere  to  play 
baseball.  It  might  be  a  schoolyard, 
a  neighbor's  house,  or  just  on  a  va- 
cant, unmowed  lot,  or  "sandlot." 
Most  of  us  didn't  require  a  fancy  field, 
a  backstop,  or  marked  base  paths. 
We  just  wanted  enough  room  to 
throw,  hit,  and  catch  a  baseball. 

Also,  in  sandlot  baseball  we 
didn't  require  a  certain  number  of 
members  on  each  team.  If  we  had 
only  a  few  people,  one  person  might 
hit  while  the  others  took  places  in 
the  infield  or  outfield. 

Are  Boomers  the  most  educated 
generation  in  history?  Possibly. 

A  US.  Census  Bureau  study  found 
that  "The  proportion  of  Americans 
with  at  least  a  bachelors'  degree 
grew  five-fold  from  1950  to  2003, 
from  3.4  percent  to  17.4  percent.  The 
percentage  completing  high  school 
quadrupled  from  1950  to  2003, 
from  17  percent  to  71.5  percent." 

Do  Baby  Boomers  express  a  spe- 
cific music  preference?  Well,  that's  a 
matter  of  debate. 

Many  of  us  recall  the  1950s,  when 
rock-and-roll  began  So,  we're  famil- 
iar with  those  songs,  as  well  as 
rhythm-and-blues  of  that  era. 

For  a  large  percentage  of  us,  the 
"British  sound"  of  the  mid-to-late 
1960s  is  what  we  loved  in  middle 
and  high  school.  And,  we  also  re- 
member the  folk  tunes  of  a  number 
of  groups  who  recorded  during 
that  time. 

Several  Boomers  enjoyed  the 
heavy  metal  sounds  of  the  '60s  and 
70s,  as  well  as  disco  music  a  little 
later 

So,  is  there  an  "official  music 
style"  for  Baby  Boomers?  Yes  ... 
many  styles. 


shelL.longer  if  ifs  shy. 

Dear  Poor  Rix:  Since  you  claim  to 
be  bookish,  who  invented  libraries? 
-  Librarian 

Ancient  Mesopotamians  deserve 
the  credit.  They  originally  created 
books  by  marking  on  wet  day  tab- 
lets. When  these  dried... instant 
heavy  reading! 

Then  these  smart  people  -  with 
tons  of  texts  -  built  libraries  to  house 
their  volumes. 

Unfortunately,  few  ancient  books 
survive.  And  they  don't  have  many 
pictures,  because  ifs  tough  to  draw 
with  a  chisel. 

Poor  Rix:  I'm  about  to  attend  my 
20-year  high  school  reunion.  Will  1 
enjoy  it?  -  Grad 

Poor  Rix  has  never  been  to  a  re- 
union, because  he  has  no  class. 

But  seriously,  folks  tell  me  they  at- 
tend reunions  for  three  reasons:  (1) 
to  find  out  what  happened  to  their 
best  friends,  (2)  to  see  how  much  older 
everyone  else  looks,  and  (3)  to  dis- 
play a  new  figure  or  a  new  spouse. 

Hey,  Poor  Rix,  have  you  ever  been 
to  a  fortuneteller?  -  Futurist 

Yep.  She  looked  into  her  crystal  ball 
and  said,  "Your  future  looks 
cloudy."  So  I  said,  "Maybe  you  need 
some  glass  cleaner." 

Hey,  Poor  Rix:  School's  almost  out' 
How  did  these  institutions  begin?  - 
Sophomore 

Back  in  olden  days  -  even  before 
disposable  diapers  -  ancient  stu- 
dents learned  from  private  tutors, 


like  many  politicians  do  now.  Dur- 
ing rest  time,  they  learned  even 
more  by  listening  to  wise  men  de- 
bate philosophical  issues. 

We  do  the  same  today,  but  we  re- 
fer to  these  debates  as  "call-in  talk 
shows." 

Dear  Mr.  Poor  Rix:  Whafs  the  most 
beneficial  product  ever  created?  — 
Curious 

Poor  Rix  guesses  clothing.  If  cho- 
sen correctly,  it  keeps  us  cool  in  the 
summer,  warm  in  the  winter, 
proper  at  work,  comfortable  at  play. 

Without  clothing,  ifs  hard  to  get 
respect,  but  easy  to  get  arrested 

Poor  Rix:  Who  conceived  the  idea 
of  business?  -  Management  Student 

Commerce  is  as  old  as  the  first 
person  who  wanted  to  trade  one 
thing  for  another. 

One  Neanderthal  approached  a 
neighbor,  asking,  "How  about  me 
trade  you  this  fine  milk  cow  for  your 
cranky  goat?" 

The  second  man  misunderstood  ... 
and  swapped  his  brother  for  a  cow. 
But  he  also  learned  the  tricks  of  the 
trade. 

Later,  the  first  print  advertise- 
ments appeared  on  ancient  parch- 
ment. Scientists  who  unearthed 
these  scrolls  found  large  rectangu- 
lar chunks  of  manuscript  missing. 

Those  missing  pieces  were 
humankind's  earliest  "coupons." 

Poor  Rix  -  who  wrote  the  new  book  'Baby 
Boomers  Speak'  -  welcomes  your  questions  lo 
rixquinn@charter.net 


African  Americans  Before  and  Behind  Camera 

tions  of  family,  identity,  and  history. 

The  contemporary  section  of 
Double  Exposure  will  feature  late 
twentieth-century  photography, 
photo-collage,  and  mixed  media. 
This  portion  of  the  show  demon- 
strates the  range  of  artistic  possi- 
bilities in  photography  and  show- 
cases the  strong  influence  of  histori- 
cal and  family  photographs  on  con- 
temporary African  American  art 

Among  the  techniques  repre- 
sented will  be  traditional  silver 
prints,  Polaroid,  and  digital  prints 
as  well  as  photographs  on  finen, 
wood  and  felt. 

This  exhibition  was  organized  by 
The  Amistad  Center  for  Art  &  Cul- 
ture ,  Inc.,  Hartford,  Connecticut. 
Traveling  this  exhibition  is  spon- 
sored by  Aetna. 

Museum  of  the  African  Diaspora 
is  open  Wednesday  through  Sat- 
urday from  1 1  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  and 
Sunday  from  12  noon  to  5  p.m. 


A  selection  of  works  from  two 
centuries  are  in  a  collection  on  dis- 
play this  month  at  Museum  of  the 
African  Diaspora,  685  Mission 
Street  (at  Third)  beginning  on  June 
19  and  continuing  until  Sept  28. 

Double  Exposure:  African  Americans 
Before  and  Behind  the  Camera  high- 
lights African  American  history  as 
well  as  the  history  of  photography 
itself.  It  will  include  historical  pho- 
tographs, albums,  and  cased  im- 
ages from  the  collection,  as  well  as 
contemporary  art  that  incorporate 
historical  photographic  imagery. 

The  exhibition  will  present  two 
predominant  subject  threads  — 
popular  culture  and  historical  im- 
ages of  African  Americans  and  the 
reality  of  black  life  as  depicted  by 
African  Americans  themselves.  The 
photo  based  artworks  in  the  exhi- 
bition comment  on  slavery,  the  civil 
rights  conflicts  of  the  twentieth  cen- 
tury, and  contemporary  explora- 
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ACROSS 
1  Vehicle 
compartment 
4  Bad  (pref.) 
8  Legal  weight 
of  a  rupee 

12  Certified 
Public 
Accountant 
(abbr  ) 

13  Chin 
Dynasty 

14  Olive  genus 

15  Mulberry  of 
India 

16  Hing 

18  Jutelander 

20  Mother  of 
Pollux 

21  Dadaist 
23  Carriage 

25  Syphilis 

26  Oaf 


27  Palestine 
Liberation  Organ. 
(Abbr.) 

30  Lady's  title 

31  Civet 

32  Limb 

33  Adjective 
forming  (suf.) 

34  Thought 

35  Bull  (pref.) 

36  Maple  genus 

37  Hop 

38  Treatment 

40  Stag 

41  Acacia  (2 
words) 

44  Edible  seed 

47  Viking 

48  Adriatic  seaport 

49  Sphere 

50  Concert  halls 

51  Fertilizer 
ingredient 


52  Drop 
DOWN 

1  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals  (abbr.) 

2  Amazon  tributary 

3  Alopecia 

4  Sing 

5  South  African  fox 

6  Central  Intelli- 
gence Agency 
(abbr.) 

7  Dolt 

8  Tribe  symbol 

9  Foul-smelling 

10  Maiden  loved  by 
Zeut 

11  Wider  than 
AAAA 

17  Overjoy 
19  Donkey 

21  Borden  calf 

22  New  Zealand 
bird 


23  Hard  question 

24  Sambar  deer 

26  Millrace 

27  Boll  (2  words) 

28  Weakly  colored 
(pref.) 

29  Monster 

31  Kitchen  tool 

35  Pitch 

36  Brazilian 
timber  tree 

37  Rom.  Province 

38  Coagulated 
milk 

39  Female  friend 
(Fr.) 

40  Employ 

41  Man's  name 
(abbr.) 

42  Father:  Arabic 

43  Exclude 

45  Age 

46  Warp  yam 


Visitacion  Valley  Business  Directory 


Valley  free  listings  in  the  415  area  code 
Call  the  Grapevine  at  (415)  467-9300 

AQUARUM 

DRAGCN  CITY  AQUARIUM  144  LfiBndA\e,  3334598 
AUTOMOTIVE 

BAYSHORE  AUTO,  2260  Baystore  BM..  467-6130 
BAYSHORE  SERVICE,  2596  Baysrtre  QM ,  2395239 
BROTHER'S  AUTO  BODY.  2520  Bayshore  BMJ 
CHARLIES  GARAGE .  2550  Bayshore  BM..  239-7450 
TW  AUTOMOTIVE ,  2500  Bayshore  BM .  585-8281 
BANK 

SANK  OF  AHBVCA  6  leland  Ave..  6224501 
BAKERS 

UTTLE  QUIAPOBAKE  SHOP.  169LfllandAve ,  239-2253 
BARBERS 

BARBERSHOP  3570  San  ftiro  Ave,  7244398 
EMMA'S  HAIR  SALON.  35  Letand  Ave.  587-7429 
THE  SHOP (JB),  160Aldand  Ave.  2395709 
BEAUTICIANS 

BODY  SOUL  &  SPIRIT,  222  USand  Ave.  333-7261 
WCE.  8QDY4  SOUL  3582  San  Bvro  Ave,  467-3223 
HONG  KONG  HAIR  &  NAIL  BEAUTY  SALON.  199 
Leland  Ave ,  333-1005 
LUCKY  HAIR.  2436  Bayshore  BM.  5865288 
MAY  MAY  BEAUTY  SALON.  60  Leland  Ave.  337-9381 
MIZ  RENAS  SALON,  19  Bankan  Ave.  467-3399 
NAILS  BY  JENNY.  50  Leland  Ave ,  3335800 
WHOS  BADO.  224  Leland  Ave.,  6575156 
BLfOCLEANNG 

SPEEDY  ULTRASONIC  BUND  CLEANING  (corrrreraal 
and  residential),  1116  Qrard  Si.  467-7506 
BOARDNG  HOUSE 

A9LES  CASA,  850  Rueand  Si.  3334664,  fax  3334693 
BOOKKEEPERS 

AMYARAGON  FP&ESSKjNALBOCMEEFER  4675927 
VERNA  WALLACE  EA.  2320  Bayshore  BM,  2395333 
CARPETS 

HANSAN  INTERIORS  41  Leland  Ave .  3335382 
CHURCHES 

CHURCH  OF  THE  USfTAQON.  655  SLnrylaeAve.  239- 
5950 

IGLESIA  EL  ESPIRTW  SANTO.  38  Leland  Ave 
KOREANRRSTPRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH.  333  Tunnel 
Ave,  468-1213 

RDG£VIEWUWmMETHCaSTCHUrKH9®lBtt 
Ave  .  239-5457 

S7  JAMES  PRESS  VTERfAN  CHURCH,  240  LelandAve, 
586-6381 

VALLEY  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  305  Raymond  Ave ,  467- 
6055 

VISITACION  CHINESE  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  8  Desmond 

Si.  3334503 

COFFEE 

CANDLESTICK C0FFEEX%Baftrn9A,  467-2442 
HAPPY  DONUT.  2600  Bayshore  BM,  469-5309 
JOE  LELAND  CAFE.  28  Leland  Ave 
CREDIT  UNION 

NORTHEASTCOMMUNITYFEDERAL  CREDIT  UNION 

29  Leland  Ave.,  434-0738 

DAYCARE 

CAROUSEL  DAY  CARE.  261  Hahn  Si,  469-5353 
OENTBT 

VISfTAOON  VAU£VD£M^CFFJC£(Ate1Kuan.  DOS) 

37  Leland  Ave .  239-5500 

DEVELOPERS 

VISITACION  VALLEY  COMMUNITY  DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION.  1099  Sunnydale  Ave.  587-7896 


ELECTRICAL 

TATE  ELECTRIC  (Joel  Tate),  4674657 
FLOORS 

7EDOV  6*5  HARDWOOD  FLOORS  3095342 
FLORETS 

IL  RORE  FLOWERS.  2466  San  Bruno  Ave  4685145 
GARDEN  ORNAMENTS 

SILVESTRI  GARDEN  ORNAMENTS.  2635  Bayshore  Brvd 

239-5990 

GROCERS 

CASA  LOPEZ  PRODUCE.  58  Leland  Ave  .  586-4745 
E  Z  STOP  MARKET.  2203  Geneva  Ave ,  585-9240 
FIVE  MILE  MARKET.  3574  San  Bruno  Ave ,  467-7300 
LA  LOMA  PRODUCE  tt2.  65  Leland  Ave .  239-7520 
UTTLE  VILLAGE  MARKET.  1450  Sunnydale  Ave 
586-1815 

M  &  M  SHORTSTOP.  2145  Geneva  Ave  .  5855878 

PICCOLO  PETE.  2155  Bayshore  Blvd .  4685800 

7-1 1.  2200  8ayshore  Blvd  .  468-8646 

SHUN  LEE  MARKET.  2400  Bayshore  Blvd  .  586-4851 

SUPER  FAIR  MARKET.  201  Leland  Ave .  239-6856 

TEDDY'S  MARKET,  298  Teddy  Ave 

HERBS 

SAN  ON  HERBS.  33-A  Leland  Ave  333-7469 
HYPNOTHERAPY 

VALERIE  HABEGGER-HYPNOTHERAPY.  371  Teddy  Ave, 

468-5631 

NSURANCE 

EDIE  EPPS  (A  HE  INSURANCE).  467-0236.  Fax 
467-0276 

ROBERT  LEHMAN,  CLTC  (Blue  Cross).  3335850 
KITCHEN  CABINETS 

LEE  CHANG  INTERNATIONAL  25  LeOnrf  Ave .  333-2730 
LANDSCAPING 

SAN  FRANCISCO  LANDSCAPING.  255  Talbert  St , 
585-0137 

LAUNDRYCLEANERS 

BAY  WASH,  44  Leland  Ave 

CITY  WASH.  83  Leland  Ave ,  333-9467 

CON  WASH  &  DRY  LAUNDRY.  186  Leland  Ave 

FORTY-NINER  CLEANERS  .  51  Letand  Ave .  2395418 

LELAND  AVENUE  CLEANERS.  151  Letand  Ave.  586-1412 

VALLEY  LAUNDRY.  90  Leland  Ave 

VISITACION  VALLEY  LAUNDRY,  108  Leland  Ave.  239-9030 

LEARNING 

FIRST  PLACE  2  START.  1252  SuimydaleAve .  333-2659 
HERITAGE  HOMES  CHILD  AND  FAMILY  DEVELOP- 
MENT CENTER.  245  Rey  St.  5865700 
JOHN  KING  CHILD  AND  FAMILY  DEVELOPMENT  CEN- 
TER. 500  Raymond  Ave  .333-1375 
VISITACION  VALLEY  COMMUNITY  BEACON  CENTER 
450  Raymond  Ave ,  4524907 
VISITACION  VALLEY  COMMUNITY  CENTER 
CHILDRENS  PROGRAMS.  103  Tucker  Ave..  467-5565 
VISITACION  VALLEY  FAMILY  SCHOOL  325  Letand  Ave 
585-9320 
LIBRARY 

VISfTAOON  VALLEY  BRANCH.  45  Letand  Ave,  2395270 

MANUFACTURER 

SEES  CANDIES  INC .  345  Schwem  St 

MEDICAL 

AMERICAN  RED  CROSS.  BAY  AREA  CHAPTER.  1 704 
Sunnydale  Ave .  584-3620 
HAWKINS  VILLAGE  MEDICAL  CLINIC  (Dept  ol  Pubic 
Hearth),  1099  Sunnydale  Ave ,  Appantments  7155310 
DR  SAM  HO.  MD.  2858  San  Bruno  Ave ,  3375135 
NEW  CARNIVALACUPRESSURE  HEALTH  CENTER. 
2458  Bayshore  Blvd.  337-8100 


NORTH  EAST  MEDICALSERVICES  LELAND  AVENUE. 
82  Leland  Ave.,  391-9686  (a*  tor  Leland  Avenue  cine) 
PORTOLA  FOOT  &  ANKLE  CLINIC  (Dr  Drvyang  Patef) 
2858  San  Bruno  Ave  467-7500 
NOTARY 

ROYAL  PAQRC  MORTGAGE  46  Leland  Ave ,  3334900 
ORGANEATCNS 

ASIAN PACIFICAMERICAN COMMUNITY CENTER. 

2442  Bayshore  Blvd  ,  587-2689 

GENEVA  TERRACE  PROPERTY  OWNERS 

ASSOCIATION.  60  Burr  Ave ,  584-2700 

GIRLS  AFTER  SCHOOLACADEMY.  2050  Sunnydale 

Ave  .  333  Schwenn  SI .  584-4044 

JOHN  KING  SENIOR  COMMUNITY.  500  Raymond 

Ave .  239-6233 

LELAND  HOUSE.  141  Leland  Ave .  405-2000 
ROCK  (Real  Options  for  City  Kids),  590  Leland  Ave , 
333-4001 

VISITACION  VALLEY  SENIOR  CENTER.  66 

Raymond  Ave .  467-4499 

PHARMACY 

VISITACION  VALLEY  PHARMACY.  100  Leland  Ave . 

239-5811 

PHOTOGRAPVCR 

WALTER  CORBIN  PHOTOGRAPHY  (freelance).  435 
Sawyer  Si.  587-9471.  fax  3375620 
PLUMB  NG 

MARK  VOELKER  PLUMBING.  99  Arieta  Ave .  467-  7401 
POST  OFFICE 

VISITAQON  USPO.  68  Leland  Ave.  (800)  2755777 
REAL  ESTATE 

JUSTYNA  P  TO.  (Weakr,  Coktoel  Barter),  (650)  757- 
8868.  Mettle  (415)  830-1235.  Fax  (650)  246-1910 
LaFWE-WALTON&ASSOOATES.  2428BaysroeBM 
587-8683 

CATHY  KUNE  SAUNDERS  (Zephyr  Real  Estate).  21 5  West 

Portal  Ave.  731-5011  ex  163 

RESTAURANTS 

BAYSIDE  CAFE.  2011  Bayshore  Blvd .  467-2023 
HAPPY  FAMILY  FAST  FOOD.  107  Leland  Ave . 
333-8999 

G&L  BAKERY  &  RESTAURANT.  198  Leland  Ave.. 
239-6283 

LUAN  FAT  BAKERY.  110  Leland  Ave ,  585-1167 
NAYANT  TAQUERIA  .  98  Leland  Ave .  587-7721 
TWO  JACKS.  167  Leland  Ave  .  3375433 
SCULPTOR 

CARTORIGINALS (rvftal Carter),  2  Hahn  a.  23941 38 
SELF-DEVELOPMENT 

DYNAMIC  DEVELOPMENTS  (Manpne  Ann  Williams. 
CEO,  Career  and  Self-Enhancements  Specialist) 
467-7608 
SERVCE  PROVCERS 

THE  VILLAGE.  1099  Sunnydale  Ave ,  239-5045 
VISITACION  VALLEYBAPTISTCHURCH  OUTREACH 
CENTER.  57  Leland  Ave 

VISITACION  VALLEY  BIUNGUAL  EDUCATION. 
SUPPORTIVE  SERVICES  i  TRAINING  (WBESST), 
120  Leland  Ave 

VISITACION  VALLEY  COMMUNITY  CENTER 
(WCC).  50  Raymond  Ave ,  467-6400 
WCC  FAMILY  &  COMMUNITY  SERVICES  CENTER. 
161  Leland  Ave  .586-6998.  Fax  586-8027 
VISITAQON  VALLEY  BUSINESS  OPPORTUNITIES 
AND  OUTREACH  TO  MERCHANTS  (WBOOM). 
1099  Sunnydale  Ave .  587-7896  exl  104 
TELEPHONE 

D&A  WIRELESS.  78  Leland  Ave ,  45241 39 
VJARETY 

GOLDEN  99  CENTS  ZONE  5-7  Leland  Ave .  3335923 


Healthcare  Must  Start 
With  Small  Business 

b\j  Todd  Stottlemyer 

Who  among  us  has  not  felt  the 
bite  of  rising  healthcare  costs  in 
recent  years? 

That  certainly  includes  small 
business  owners.  The  cost  of 
healthcare  is  crushing  America's 
small  businesses.  It's  clear  that 
small  businesses  have  been  hit  the 
hardest  by  this  crisis.  Of  the  46 
million  Americans  who  lack  health 
insurance  coverage,  more  than  27 
million  of  those  are  small  business 
owners,  employees  and  their  de- 
pendents. In  addition,  small  busi- 
nesses have  experienced  129  per- 
cent health  insurance  premium  in- 
creases over  the  last  eight  years, 
and  pay  on  average  nearly  20  per- 
cent more  than  large  businesses  for 
the  same  healthcare  benefits. 

This  is  especially  troubling  be- 
cause as  small  business  goes,  so  goes 
our  economy.  Nationwide,  nearly 
99  percent  of  all  businesses  are  small 
businesses,  and  those  businesses 
create  two-thirds  of  America's  net 
new  jobs.  If  we  want  them  to  be  able 
to  continue  to  power  our  economic 
success,  we  must  deal  with  this 
healthcare  crisis  now. 

For  this  reason,  the  National  Fed- 
eration of  Independent  Business 
launched  Solutions  Start  Here,  the 
largest  and  most  aggressive  cam- 
paign in  the  65-year  history  of  the 
organization.  This  campaign  is  the 
small  business  platform  for 
healthcare  reform,  designed  to  help 
educate  America's  policymakers 
about  the  impact  or  this  crisis  on 
small  business  The  goal  is  to  actively 
involve  small  business  in  the  debate 
and  help  our  leaders  understand 
that  when  healthcare  is  fixed  for 
small  business,  ifs  fixed  for  America. 

As  the  cornerstone  of  this  na- 
tional campaign,  we  will  involve 
those  who  matter  the  most:  the 
small  business  people  of  America. 
For  example,  we  are  touring  the 
country  conducting  "Fix-it  Forums" 
to  listen  to  small  business  owners 
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and  their  employees  talk  about  their 
healthcare  concerns.  We're  visiting 
towns  from  FJ  Paso,  Texas,  to  Provi- 
dence, Rhode  Island,  from  Tallahas- 
see, Florida,  to  Fresno,  California. 
We'll  be  taking  their  stories  back  to 
lawmakers  in  Washington,  D.C,  to 
ensure  that  their  voices  are  heard. 

In  addition,  we're  reaching  out  to 
each  presidential  candidate  to  ex- 
plain the  campaign's  goals.  We're 
sharing  critical  information  about 
the  state  of  the  small  business 
healthcare  crisis,  and  challenging 
the  candidates  to  consider  those 
needs  as  they  develop  and  refine 
their  healthcare  reform  plans. 

And  they  will  hear  from  entre- 
preneurs at  the  ballot  box,  too.  We 
recently  did  a  series  of  polls  that 
clearly  show  the  small  business 
voting  bloc,  including  owners  and 
employees,  represents  43  percent 
of  the  voting  population. 

When  you  compare  this  number 
to  what  pundits  have  considered 
to  be  "influential"  voting  blocs  like 
Soccer  Moms  and  NASCAR  Dads, 
which  account  for  only  5  percent 
and  2  percent  of  the  electorate,  re- 
spectively, you  can  see  the  power 
of  small  business.  And  nearly  40 
percent  of  these  voters  say  that 
healthcare  costs  are  the  single  most 
important  economic  issue  they 
face.  The  presidential  candidates 
need  to  know  that  healthcare  is  the 
top  priority  for  this  key  group. 

When  it  comes  to  healthcare,  this 
election  is  not  really  about  which 
party  wins.  After  all,  when  you  visit 
the  doctor  nobody  asks  for  your  po- 
litical affiliation  Ifs  about  ensuring 
that  each  and  every  candidate 
knows  that  small  business  demands 
and  deserves  a  seat  at  the  table  when 
discussing  healthcare  reform  Right 
now,  our  healthcare  system  is  work- 
ing against  small  businesses.  Our 
leaders  must  ensure  that  it  works 
for  them,  so  that  small  business  can 
continue  to  work  for  America. 

Todd  Stottlemyer  is  president  and  CEO  of  the 
National  Federation  of  Independent  Business  in 
Washin0on.  D  C 


Yif It acloQ  Valley  Family  and  Community  Services  Center 
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We  Can  Help  You! 

Complete  Immigration  documents,  assist  with  SF  County  paperwork 
(Medi-Cal,  Welfare,  etc.) ,  education  workshops,  referrals  to  other  services 


First  Series  of 

Building  Literacy 
With  Games 
and  Activities 
'Telling  Stories" 

Friday,  June  20 
4:30  -  7  p.m. 

Facilittor:  Meriam  Abalos 


First  Series  of 

Parents'  Support  Group 
Thursday,  June  5 
4:30  -  6:30  p.m. 

Wisdom  and  Common  Sense 

Free  dinner  and  childcarel 
Participants  with  children  ages  0-5  encouraged. 

Facilitated  by  Julia  Carmen,  Before  The  After 


Every  Wednesday 

June  4, 11, 18  and  25 
6  -  8  p.m. 


Men's  Classes 
Facilitated  by 
Before  The  After 
FREE  Refreshments 


Free  Food 
Distribution 

Every  Monday, 
3 -4  p.m. 
June  2,9, 16,  23  and  30 
Emergency  food  box 
available  anytime. 
Call  (415)  586-6998, 
Monday-Friday, 
9  a.m.-5  p.m. 


June  2008  Activities 

held  at  161  Leland  Avenue 
except  where  noted 

Enhanced  Information  and  Referral 

Every  Monday  Through  Friday 
June  2  to  30,  9  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 

Four  Weeks  of  Parenting  Classes 

4:30  to  6:30  p.m.,  Space  Limited  to  12. 
Thursday,  June  6:  Resources 

Male  Involvement  Group 

"Bonding  with  Your  Children" 
Painting  Collaboration  at  V.V.  Clubhouse 
Saturday,  June  7, 10:30  a.m.  - 1  p.m. 

Interactive  and  Child  Activities 

Second  Series:  Let's  Make  Scrapbook  Fun  and  Easy 
Thursday,  June  19,  4:30  -  6:30  p.m. 

Children's  Fairyland 

For  Ages  0-5  Only.  Space  Limited  to  15  Families 
Free  Transportation,  Admissions,  Breakfast  and  Lunch 
Saturday,  June  21,  9  a.m.  to  2  p.m. 


161  Leland  Avenue.  Sail  Franeisco,  CA  94134 
Tel:  (415)  OS6-609S  Fax:  (41o)  oS6-S02^  e-mail:  meriam_\Tee<£*l)Cjoioba].iiet 
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1  have  been  studying 

Visitacion  Valley 
tI  for  a  long  Time. 

MSB    Cathy  Kline  Saunders 

For  All  Your  Real  Estate  Needs,  Call  ^1 

Cathy  Kline  Saui 

415.731.5011  x  163 

ZEPHYR 
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